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Llang Ch'i-ch'ao's Studies of Tai Chen
o _._Motives, Methods, and Implications -

Abstract

This paper deals with the rise of Tai Chen learning in 20th-century China
through the case of pioneering studies of Liang Ch'i-ch'ao (1873-1929). There are
three principal foci in this research. First, why Liang, in the early 1920's at his
physical and mental zenith, suddenly gave up his promising political career in
“warlord China" and, instead, turned to a cultural and educational career which
seems to be less exciting, if not unattractive, to Liang? Second,why he chose the
figure of K'ao-cheng Learning master Tai Chen (1724-1777) as the subject of his
studies? What kinds of approaches does Liang present to us in his studies of Tai
Chen, which, on the one hand, generated the interest of academic circles in this
extraordinary philological master of 18th-century China,and,on the other
hand,made Liang's own studies of the given leader of the K'ao-cheng movement
the "research paradigm" of Tai Chen Learmng‘? And lastly,the third,what are
the possible meanings of Liang's unusual change in his career decision in the
early 1920's as is seen in his studies of Tai Chen? To cope with these three
foci,this paper discusses Liang's studies of Tai Chen through three perspectives:

motives, methods,and implications.
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MEEORE < PR RS - BRI e T R BT o FIE2MEE B s
BN T RASET, ERENTEER T TExBA  x G5, MBS o 4 FEHBx
AN x EBHERTERIAall values of x ) » FIEHIRTETE RBEE - RS E SR
A AR a8 o

LIAERR A SRR RN EEEE A SE (indefinite denoting phrase) ° tRELEAFEEIET
ERE » WAEH o ERE BT (the) 5I9RAVIERR F 78 (BN T 58 78 52 5 1 5 definite
descriptions ) » FBEEERBEEAET o SR EIR RETERAH RS IR
(unique) » tHRHEERY o BlAN "HH —HAAEIRRIEH , » EEMEARET T, )
T HHEIRER TETF (the ) » B— A N EEE G H R RS R IR o A
ATECEIGER | Bk TS TRRERAY o My £ TEE T E x i Py £ THHE
T y IR 4 By MEMEER o , Git =)

ISR TR R R R AR - BRI RIERN R s
HRBREE T =) o ISR A T Ok RS A a2 CEAEREE TR, o TELSK
BEET, - TEHWSY, HRROES - k—Ibey TIER | Tl —fHEs
HOEERE E ARFELE » JOREAE | WUERER S RESER « RS E Y o B EFEL 40

EH— 1hid,, p.104.

HEHZ Ihid, p.10s.

B = B R e N AN BRIES R » E—AANFE—AOGEM » SEER S v B iR
B RA RN - K~ AOWE "HERSWEST EQNER | ("Meinong's Theory of
Complexes and Assumptions”) —SCRHEHRE— /\NNEE—AOE A By " R
BRI EMMTEARMBIE, ("Uber Gegenstande horerer Ordung und deren Verhaltnis zur
ineren Wahrnehmung" ) 8 "## % (Uber Annghmen ) Fifi o —AOHEHEFE R BT
B RS LEBIESE . (Untersuchungen zur Gegenstandstheorie und Psychologie ) —
R T o LU - BR H TER  ETTSIEAY TR BREHRT - —hO G A N A
FHTRESEWELM B T A ("Uber die Stellung der Gegenstandstheorie in
Systemder Wissenschaften") #FFa o MRS, L BRWR TR E TRMMMES | 287 » Mty
RUERA LT R RS A8 » HIR M T8 CERBREER, (liberal ontology) - ¥ %8 R #%
MR 2 ¢+ B BHE BRA0 B HAE MM o BEED. Lackey ed. Essays in Arnalysis, Part II,
“Russell's Critique of Meinong," pp.17-20 © '
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P43 I L AT A © (E2) BRI R B I A e £ R BB £ e N

e BRI - SRR — —EEEREOAHT o FiB TR —3

IeBE e FE— RN ER RS RN AR R T 2R
7 o S EAEHAIHGER(A. Meinong) FIEIEREM(Theory of Objects) Z251 K& (Gottlob
Frege ) HUEZEEEIEFEaR(Theory of Sense and Reference ) * DIgiERSE TIEFEHSR
1 (non-existent object) BYERYE - TRE H’ﬂ@%ﬁ$ﬁuﬁﬁﬁ§}§£ﬁiﬁ§?§ﬂ@%%ﬁ] o Hg
BTSSRI ~ PRACHE R R IEEENES DRI T EERET ERE
EE M » HEEHHINR RS e — IR « R EES AR WmERE - %
HAREFER S AR > DB AS "5, REHIIREE

= + 165 BYE 256 (Gegenstandestheorie)

EE—LONER (HHEHRBLESBER) (Untersuchungen Zur Gegen-
standstheorie und Psychologie ) —EH#FHE & HEBAERSRIT— A R o PR
IEEEERIEESR » B R B A E A B M55 (Franz Brentano) ROTTEN LGB ER (act-
psychology) * RSB LBITEILEHRAIE R (directed object ) F=) o {THj(act)
Bk 2 —UIEiShES A B IR RS » SUERBISCE RN > RIS R B RFE o TR
HE RS EEE — S —RE - AEAEARAEIRLE R BB RER
sEargE AT fE o GEM) HoSetRIEERIIE L (being ) R » B BAR=1E ' HHER
$# % (ideal objects ) : FIEHSRN ~ THETERLEFENERYR - i1 - 2F
(equality) > FE{ ¥ (similarity) * B(H EEELZ , FREYETRA KT (subsist,
- bestehen) » AFAKEBETA ; 1E5 » Bl T2% L A=A ESE
S B SATY o (OB E S (real objects) | FTEEBREL - FETFENIHER
B FLIERAIET HISTE AR/ ESE Y (extra-mental objects) * EEILIE ° )
TAJRES SR (impossible objects) BCTFER R(nonexistent objects) * B ANERY 7 T

= B. Russell, A History of Western Philosophy (New York: Simon and Schuster,1945), pp. 828-
831.

HIZ a2 S0 395 S (mental phenomena) MR FEEEI ~ SIFHEY » BOEMAEERS T | €1
e v DV SRS - TR AR EE - £ SR P E A B TE SIS RS Y
DEr > L BT SE ¥ 1980 %3 (intentional objects ) o B Ih 0 BRE S0 45 (R I8 1 3 S (the
directedness toward an object ) * SEIF B 7RI (the immanent-object-quality ) B ZA7T &R
EyEEf Ph(intentionality) © 75k » i MBERTAER TR I ) HBIMLEE Y  BELE BLataY
PELENE o MO Ml ST b RS A HA F - 3R B TR IRE S R AR T iRfinFERR R B
IR S0y — Y 1 - BB S8y T3EGE | JTE » 2 &Franz Brentano, Psychology from
an Empirical Standpoint. Translated by Antos C. Rancurello. Also, Reinhardt
Grossmann, "Non-existent Objects: Recent Work on Brentano and Meinong,” American

. Philosophical Quarterly, Vol.6, No. 1, January 1969, PP. 17-32.

I Alexius Meinong, "The Theory of Objects,” tr. Isaac Levi, D. B. Terrell & R. M. Chisholm
ed, Realism and ike Bachground. of Phenomenplogy, (U. 8. A.: Ridgeview Publishing Co.,
1960}, pp.36-78. .




90 R -~ BREEERNEER

» BENEL - BARE - —EH R E T EE T (factually exist) » HEATE A
PRI © :

HRMPRH TR R - "HEEEIS ) (objective, objektiv ) » fiE 2B
BETINEREL) « ISRERATTEIA SR » — B ZAE R 51 (perception)
R E R » thit2 £ (presentation) * B—E W E EAEH TR ESEE
(complexes) * WELEHETETE E(judgments and assumptions ) © IEANHIEIREEHL
FEERESCRERNNS » AR SR ERETATEM N "SRR, (objects of
higher order ) HBHTHRNERAR « &) ERFHSMEINTEEES » EHR
BEFERE  £—PBSCETHE | "TRRYS, (Seinsobjektiv) ~ T FRE R
{Nichtseinsobjektiv) B8 "#5RES | (Soseinsobjectiv ) © b TERYEH |, 28 -F
T8fTEf(thetic function of thought) FTfMENE & ; BE—RIETEIME & T2 » 5%
FYRITEF S (being, Sein ) » BRAFER IS SN EEEEYE - 1 TERE S |
RESRIR TARER, » BE-TEHHAS ENESR o SEENRIIFEFSE (non-being,
Nichisein) > BHEFFEF M (unreal, non-existence) © Ml " FRES | HISk S EAM T
Bli(synthetic function of thought) BIE & o &7& BRITEIN B T 2 4 1% E (Sosein,
Something being so and so) KIZIEf » THMEBEWEFEEEE » EUWEEEE TEW
FFEME ) (Aussersein, beyond being) © GEEMEBEIRE » B2l TEIN S EEE R
Ry, TS - #E5 TENA . RETE RIS UEEREE®E TENAR, W T
BEELE A, AlRMAIESEY - DRi=Ereeiifot » T2RNS B TTRESR
BB TEEREH (a posteriori) » T "ERE SR, AIEHEKRBEERTN (2 prior) ©
RRREE SRR EERE | T YR ITTE (Sosein) B R EERELE
(Sein) © ; GEN)

HE TR MERTAI RSB N RRRT PR T » SRR LYTELE

» SREERRBFMN B BB EE ? ERR 5T e - B2 TEEE,
R ILE BT « BREITHIEHIGE S E NS FENERRE » S CHREE
HRIARIEE » BREHSIE © fIRER "EafE ) M TEETEE, —BERE T
B, o FHREReHSREEEE—IEILES - &F » JfC 80 - B85 —

HH TREENR ) ENEAERENE—E "W,  RRREEEDOAS SRR Y RE Y
FIREAE o FEASTE S MR RN — WP BRI - TEBE MR, BE LRI CMiE) (propositions) °
TR B UNTEESE  BS5A# BEE - 25 Bertrand Russell, Essays in Analysis (New

B York: George Braziller, 1973), p. 59+

EEA Thid, pp.21-24.

RS e pp.81-83 - HEERTEHMRITEE  EATHREGESER - 5l T BA REENEDY
s AR ER AR A PR ER AT AR R  EHYSEFE®R. M. Chisholm) B3 7
R T ARSUIIR ) RYRBISR - (RAEJE R T AT &  BR. M. Chisholm "Beyond Being and
Non-being," in H. Feigle, W. Sellars & K. Lehrer ed. New Readings in Philosophieal

~ Analysis  (New York: Meredith Corporation, 1972 ), p.17.

E/N R - p.82,
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HOWESMEEER c TREEHRY THEE, BTRER - T EKF (neither
“exist, nor subsist) .’ ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬂzﬁﬁéﬁi$@ﬁﬁg » TP EFEEEFER M (beyond
béing and non-being) °© 0L ReE R i ARSI RE S T EEN
R R REMEE SRR EE - ERREEHREE "REGEE,)  ME—REERERRE
&@ﬁ“@ﬁﬁﬁ%J(Eéﬁﬁ%fﬁﬁﬁﬁjﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ#ﬁgﬂﬁﬁﬁ’%@”ﬁ@%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ
iﬂ@ﬁ?ﬁ§§°ﬂﬁﬁirﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁ@éﬁ@ﬁ@ﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁﬂkﬁiﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁmﬂﬁﬁg—¥ﬁ
. SHIEEEE IR o BIEEAEIINRAC SR » (FERRIERLE A ER SR - T
Eﬁ@i%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ@g’%ﬁWﬁﬁﬁﬁzﬂi’$ﬁ§§%§ﬁT“J(ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁgyﬁﬁﬁﬁ
v B TERARRE, 2 TERESR ) YARNRESEEET ZARE T
FEEMIE R (impossible objects ) &5 HAHFIE RIS » HEREPR RN -
R EITRES AR ELE] o (B R R R BT A TR E » EREERIET A
EIRTEHRAY o E)
. ﬁ%ﬁ&Lﬂ%ﬁﬁﬂﬁéﬁﬁgﬁmﬁﬁiﬁﬁEI—ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ@bﬂﬁ?@?“@ﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁ
BIHER » HEESGRET ) » MHELNRENGFE - AHTULAFE TEHRKDA
ﬁ@@ﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁ%%ﬁ?ﬁ?gﬁ%ﬂﬁpﬁﬁTW{E%ﬁﬁw@ﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬂ???Eﬂ?FﬁﬁEZﬁ$
W°iﬁmﬁﬁﬂﬂ§%$ﬁﬁﬁiﬁgﬁf%T@ﬁ%r$ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%Jﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%§’ﬁ§?—ﬁﬁﬁ
THTLATE R » — R A RENEES o TRERIRRER MR AT - EWL
e B A S R B R E TR T R RSB R o

A BRBRERREE

HAMETE— /LT ERE TR, X&) - R & AT
EREETETEEE o SAKSEANSERGAE  ETRSER NS - SRR
HERTEEIESE » SAFTEEa ~b ~cH » a b THMUZTERED ~ ¢ TARAIBES
IERE—E o BIEEER Ta ~ b PAREYEES ) ST Tb o o PR BERIFTHE 0 E
s RAIEE—  TREESRETRARISE - AX—RESTEANER IR PDE
SEER  AURISEINS I  SREEEETE c EERETHEEE TEHNER

© CEEMEREAORES , ~ T NORSREET, SEEAEENE SR TR AEREN
B > (BANGEARATENISEEE S o FREE BB RIVERT FM AR -

H Ibid., p.86.

B mmE A SRR - TSRIRE TR 2 — X - T REREMRERES THR

) e TR, HE WS RRIETREER  FRAEETFEEZMSN EEN R LA EEME S

T~ sRmak TRANSM GETE - B 98 FRESOEARER  MEENREETEE

H+Z rspgsmie’, ("Uber Sinn und Bedeutung’) — X T ¥, —HAAESEEM M
designation, nomination % » ¥ {Ereference, B HiR ZF 2 denotation - BIHE A58 A 18
T o AT HENEDE (K Feigle ) HBMEEA o B G. Frege® "On  Sense and Nominatum
" tr. H. Feigle, in Readings in Philosophical Analysis, H. Feigle & W. Sellars ed.
(Minnesota: University of Minnesota Pr.,1960),pp.85-102.
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BA  WHASERECEE R/IE: T A" ZRUNERE -, FBEEBR T A K
BERSHE SRS A BEEIEEWE S » RETENESIEES S (indirect
nominatum) ° AJ %%@%%%EXﬁ’E%Eﬁ@+WEE@ﬁEﬁm%%%ﬁf‘
TRIRERE | ATABF—(the idea of Sameness) * REEHREHKHNBERK  BEX
SUSEREAIRRR? Ta =a” B “a =b” 1HEE IR STERSTEEERIIEE
B » RAIRESHE o BELUF—2RBEEE S ETHETE » ifia B AR IELT
feREE—HER - e EREEERENT - AR "TEEANEEE | Hy TEEH
=EE | METRRAER » EXREGEERETE "8 ) - "t » EHEY
EREERNES - TR RERENSER  BEEESHEREN - K& »
%, A » tEREHREMEER - A EETR AR o
LI » RS E— BT A B E e (Platonic Realism) BYT74# » 58
TR EIEE T TS L EE B (mental image ) BE—FFR T AHEEE U » 57
IR R T R PR [+ 2(Psychologism ) WE R » —tTHRERESN
BIEE) » ARGR IR R OB EREES T c BN LB RS LU - SRS S
FRAMRFEE R FR L EE R » HEEREE M (intentio) » FRHEXNEER - &4
{(presentations ) * FHEMBRELES—EHERNEETI) « #REEEBEE TS
(logicism) RYIZE » RSN LE ARG o BE—/V\DEHRRSH (BATER)
(The Foundations of Arithmetic) —SRIERERL » I EMARRIVE—TEE MR
EEG OISR » PR REE BN REEARR « ETH) ERAEHNEREES
HIETE - ZAREETENORNS » BEEEIBEOLERSSNG - SHEEsaE
HELAMS - HFEENERLEFRLSSEERY S EEEBNES » Bt
B LERERNG - SHEANERIIE RSN > IR TEEG  hReE
BEY) - BARELESRAL | FEANSHICEEEEE AR > AITH A REE Y
& REBHER | T AR RIS B e b e B SR Gy
FAREEN » RS R SR E AR » RS » HEATTHE
HEA B EFERRIRER - RETS LSS | EREEEE RS SRR
BRAORA - RIERA BB SRR - MAARESEERESNEE c E+tA)18E

£1= L pp.8s-sT.

R mE g (OB, (On the Soul) HHEE B 5 LB EIGSRIMTER » TR L 4
s W THE & (Species ) B2 8 #(doctrine of intention ) © EF T B » %-EE(R.
Descartes) #5(J. Locke ) S £ BHANESENDNELHR . M EIEE TEBRESE K
(historical plain method ) 3T A ST IEATIZNR » 5 (5 H B SBRERE A BB B2 E o 3
TR » LEERFINATRARS - B E(C, Stumpf) A » SROEES— b0 A SE5 R0 X1

TR g Frege, The Foundations of Arithmetic, tr. J. L. Austin, (New York: Harper, 1960) o #
TR LY FEAMES » DARER  MEEGEs T EREANES  TER RS R EA RS

o SERE TR B RS o

BETA me=» pgg o
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o > BB AR - BAOLEEE) » SEYRIER - A% (public) KRR
A o BHREETE R RARAVES » B E R AR o

T ARG O %E‘{Jniﬁ; ’ j(’ﬁﬁ'ﬁ—-ﬁ ges(words ) * Fom (expressions)
H1EE 5 (complete sentences ) ° —HEEHMFEF » LEHTREER - BAESL
_ (proper name) HHGFER ~ FRAEA & ST HMiEE LN (expresses its sense
and designates its reférence ) ° M=AT -~ A%  TERE AT BT A BT B B
’ %Eﬁﬁf?iﬁ@l&ﬁﬁ@%ﬁﬁﬁﬁk ) S, IHIRIVIE o BRI A - BT BEBHR
ZE (incomplete expressions) * BMEREET a%ﬁ%ﬁmﬁ%ﬁij » FREREERE
SERHER o HRSEEKEE AL (declarative sentences ) 7 » HRERY B H IR
wiEr B T, - HhEEARNEEAA (objective content) > MEFETRE ZRAIZER
{B(truth-value ) © BARIAEEEHERTRME » AR ATTLZEHF I - F L
R EIRE n_.fl/)li%i'%ﬂ‘ﬁlﬁﬂ@ﬁ% o SRAIME BT ANEEENER  FlA0 TRKE
(Odysseus) £ FEBEER LN E(Tthaca) &L SESEAYCO A AR ER S 2

E—EEENS  ERRERIIVEEES - TREaASEENR IR E R RRR

B - ERERE—EFRONES » ITLROREEHRENR — — (LU0
R e RS » R — B RER IS S - ERELBARTEE TR 2
SOREEEE  RETLSEANEEE SRR RE - @ 0 RERT Z AR
. /:T_,' s S AR E S TR ERE - TR o flfn "FHanitREE AR
Ho—EAFENTT » LEEEEE © ) R SEEETI A | SERRE > SR
SEENRE > (EHESETHAER SR NHEREIE » BRERET B Y2 EN -
DB SR E BRI - AR EE AR B - R (R U &Y BB RRH
o (ETA)o

SEEETEEEANR RSB LTRSS TR R - ETEE

T (e BRI S FWER I TR ? ST RS RS EE i iR
SER¥IER , (On Concept and Object) #Btﬁljaﬁﬁﬂﬁ% BB Sy o GET A R A A RY
$iFA (predicate ) 857 » AR MFERRNERAEE RN SRR RN IR A EE B
) » M SRANERER LA - AR RN RN R R R R KRN EEY
» SIS (concept-words)e BN TEEFLAEATENRIEEENY ) B s FLIE
B > BEREMIRIEET - BYE TRl HEEE—EES  BRE " BEEBY,
Fam: » RIRCEHRE S MEIRE » mﬁﬁiﬁﬁkﬁ‘jﬁﬁ.iﬁﬂ%ﬁ‘ AU S o B DR o %
BHESEATNES  BIRSEDAER TEE) PUE - . BT S B T PO
e R - ML EEEIEEIaRE] ©

E+t Ihd,P.94 o
ET /A Ibid.

#ETM G, Frege, "On Concept and ObJect in H. Feigle, W. Hellais, & H. Leher ed, New
Readings in Philosophical Analysis. { New York Meredith Corporation, 19 72},pp 23 30.
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TRIR EAl > FRERAE TS SR EFRR AR AR T -
— ~ B4 SUFTSAEYEERA ~ 5B F)(proper names, well-founded complexes, words,
sentences ) * HH BREERENES °
 ~ SEIFE R R R IR B REET AR - E—EER R R HREREIEE
EERRAES S - BIETAREEY o
= -~ BEREGTEEEEEENT » HEROEBGES - mEEER - .
VU ~ WECIHEE IR R R - RIS - HERATRSMER S - B -~ BB E
5 SIS | SFEOITE MDA RS - RRERERESS > BILERA
FrE BRREMHEE R S 48R  BAEA IR SREWE > T RRRME - ovd
BRSNS Y ST EREIEA » TRENSESEREREHER -
FRIRIRMNERES LM RIS SRS AR R D AR » TR EHRMED
B RBEREY - BREEEES NETHAEEE > TRaE - BREEEEETT
£ > FRERIARFES HISIEUNES - AT EWE - RERRERE T RmEE
fRIEZ °

2 BRENMEE

EEE "thiesE ) —HRVSEMERE | "THATEENHESTiE(a denoting phrase )
B4 —{EA -~ A A SEA - FIEA - ESHWEERE - ESHRERT
» FEHEHCABZ o EES » HERZEATIT « WLIRAR i ATERE R - 28
HIE R form) ° EHTTIZOMERE | ORETEEIEEN S ek E - Bl T
ESHEERETE ,  OFEIEEEAEREEES s 40 TESHRERE T, 3D —
B EETTRE S E RSP RE AR - BN T A, WIREERRTR A » TR ISR A
FEEHOA o ) &= DL REREIETEE A ERE TRl (form) » HIEREHEREE
RIE » HELE » BRCNERE | ERIEERE - HHYRHRRE » (HERHERC B —th -

JERISER ETRRER - EAEERSH LWEE | frEFFE M(acquaintance
with ) B4 » E5RIEE A IS - BRUTFERAMCPERARS » —BEENR
HISERAT » HILE ABEMPRAIENESR » 5 RIREEER F 3510 A& (know about)
g SR © HRSRRE SR EE TR - fSHERF SRS TR A E T o T FeTeiERE
B SEAOMEINT ? feE R R SRR TR ? MR FIh RS B B 2 S SR B R -
{ERITHEERR R - PREREREAZ R CHER - BT R R R E
W o RSERN R R R E R EE

#—T Bertrand Russell, "On Denoting” in D. Lackey ed. Essays in Analysis. (New York:
George Braziller, 1973), p.103.
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EEEHAREE EEERS, o HEAEERERE AT T EKE
(undetermined constituents ) » EFREEERIER » LHRISFREATEGRET R
WA o IRERR ¢ ' - _

RIS (variable) BHCEREERN » B "TC(x)y FBR-—EwE » HREEX 1E I
s, B ORER 0 | B EAMSMESEERBEE « RS E © FREE ~ K
FRSEGE  FEVETESINE—  WERE—» Fib» FRR) FEETE -
Ay I EER o MR - (LIURER  AHERER R SRR - e
BT I EERAERTS © ‘

e EEy 0 ST T RIERE S AR TRER—EAL  SIEE

HEEa R A B TS » RRRIYE T R B R (E o FELRREN I FE A AT
FUan T LA EETE, SER AR ¢ T Tk BA 0 x €70, MREN - 4 THRx
£ A > x OHEEFTER Alall values of x ) 2 FEHLSTEE - REEE ~ RETESH
H] R T AR ©

F3lEE TR R R 525 H Eh(indefinite denoting phrase) * HELEFAFERIET
srers, WORGED o RN E R T (the) B SENVHEEE A 7E (BN T 55 4 A 18 9L 5 definite
descriptions ) » IBEEEEREERATT - EW7 [4HY BB S S N ER Y
(unique) > HLRFEERY o fIAN "EH T HATACEIMERSER ) EEEEOREES 0 L
FE—HEIER TEBE (the ) » B HE BRI B BHEEATEIE © ANk
TSR | TSy TSRS > Blx £ T EH it Hx #iRIE TRy £ T EE
i y HIEfx o 0 Ey TISAREERT o GRE=)

SEREEE IR SRR E AR - BREARRER R IE RN
IEEEAGET =) o MR AT RIS SE » B RERE THR, « TESW
FEEEE, - "ENHE, HERHE o Mk—EE T FEE | AE—ES
R T ERS S « R  WIRERER SRR » TR RERY o FIRFRELN

B — jpid,, p.104.

EH T Ihid., p.106.

BHE g p R RN SRES T » T NIVEE—AOBER » SERE-LRH SCHE RN EB
HTREAHT o Hh— O EE TgRE &4 RE E4 1B . ("Meinong's Theory of
Complexes and Assumptions”) —XRH#SHRE—ANAFE— O F DR AR FEE T
S5+ 8 BRI ATE SRR HGRR4% ("Uber Gegenstande horerer Ordung und deren Verhaltnis zur
ineren Wahrnehmung” ) ¥ TE#%E ) (Uber Annahmen ) [ ° —AOZF B B B BT
Bk R SR OEENEYE ) (Untersuchungen zur Gegenstandstheorie und Psychologie )=
ST o SR Fl TR A RO 0 AT BHERAY TR AR BRI o — O 0 B B
# O R ETE AR R i AL 4 ("Uber die Stellung der Gegenstandstheorie in
Systemder Wissenschaften") ##Fai ° MR IEEE AR R Y T R, Al . e B
Byt D R N RIS o WS TR "REAEER (libera) ontology) » #F {hFE BRI fia
SEEEE 2 % BUBHG B BB HFT BT c D, Lackey ed. Essuys in Analysis, Part II,
"Russell's Criticue of Meinong," pp.17-20 ©




96 Mokt ~ BRARAR BRI SR VIR R R

EEFMEREE AR —YREE - BRI R EEERBIIRRRC
SEIRED ? MeENERBINERE » REAFERENGTENEHS » LIRESEEERE
BREMIEFEEIAL ? BT REEE LY » R URFHSES s MTHEBE  WE
BBz ? MRV ERE I EETE TR EGEY 1) » HRREEERE CH -

RMEREEENTTRT TS - (MEEEE - SEF LR HREEE &
HE - SREER . BERLNTEERMETFER EXEBEAR TUENHEH
(impossible objects) MEE HTEAAELE » HERAE R PEFEIEFE </ o B2
Z5%E(R.M. Chisholm) FTR. » BERAT RS EERELMEEN » BRUERET
FIEFERE & R)

AR 4 - FEREFBIIZIFEAFRZR « AR REERRY TS H
EXHEESHRIAH - BRERTHEMRES » A EFERNER - B0
RIGEER » TR FER Z (express ) BF » WEREHR » IEEREERIAFENERLT

s HESRE R TREMETERTE, - EEFUPN "EEEE ) (the King of
England ) NAFEESE JHANES - FERERR T EBFEEN—EA - HZ2 "EH
BE  (the King of France) 3ERIEE A RE#E LS G 'RER L, —BOESR » Al
FEHETREIR o IBAEE RIS AT BN ER S (null-class) * HEE L
EEGERENRE R TSEBETERE, ERNEY  TRERERSEYSR » T
RENERSNHER » BRERMANEATFa EIERRE « FTLUEERY o F LA R E Ry RE
B o NEDURREE IERYIEH o GEH 7<)

R R = R S R A AR R 7 SR AR R R > R (ERE (B 7 i AR R 5 S0
BH :

— R I » SRR Scott) B (RRAER]) (Waverley) —SHI1FE - 17
BRI BETEAERBE T, FRERSREAE B T (EERD —&0
{3, FRAAR » T BB EBE o (5 "Bt EEMEFRRETE (
BHER) —SR9fEE ) » EEETRE - TR TEROEEETE S s RETEE S
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Meinong, Frege and Russell on Object Denoted
Yih-hsien Yu
Abstract

How can one speak of something that does not exist? How can the
propositions which involve denoting non-existent objects be predicated by true or
false? Is an expression meaningful when it indicates some non-existent object?
These questions have attracted great attentions of contemporary philosophers,
especially those who espoused the movement of philosophical analysis in its early
stage, i.e. Meinong, Frege, and Russell. Under the influence of Franz Brentano,
an act psychologist, Meinong applied the theory of objects (Gegenstandestheorie)
to the explanation of the non-existents. The theory allows properties of
independent ontological status and hence admits any grammatically well-formed
expressions o acquire some meaning, regardless whether there i$ anything real
denoted by them or not. While from a logical point of view, Frege suggested that
there is a distinction between the sense and the reference of an expression. The
meaning of an expression is comprised of its sense and reference, but the real
being of the latter does not determine the significance of the former. In fact, for
Frege both sense and the reference are objective, public, and uniform, and are
entitled to different forms of reality. Russell was deeply impressed by Meinong's
and Frege's solutions, but he also disagreed with them in various ways. He
proposed his theory of definite descriptions to be an improved formula for the
explanation of the non-existents after severe eriticism of the previous two's view.
He attempted an analysis of the logical syntax of a denoting expression, which
shows that the meaning of an expression can only be determined by the ¢ontext in
which the expression occurs, but not by itself, Russell's theory of definite
déscription later became the "paradigm" of the analytic philosophy and had
significant repercusions for philosophy of language, it also invited many
objections from the philosophers of ordinary (natural) language school. -
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THE DEMISE OF OVERSEAS CHINESE NATIONALISM IN

- SINGAPORE: THE CLOSE-DOWN OF NANYANG .
UNIVERSITY IN 1980 ' :

Hung-ting Ka*

Abstract

The emergence and growth of' cultural and pelitical consciousness among the
Malayan Chinese since the late nineteenth century were complicated by the
independence of the former British colonies after the World War 11, In 1956, despite the
objection of the British colonial authorities; the overseas Chinese in. Southeast Asia,
particularly those in Malaya,r founded Nanyang University. But the University was
closed down by Singapore government in 1980. It should be noted that Singapore is a
nation where Chinese is ethnic majority group. It is the intention of this paper to
examine the meaning of the episode. The author, based upon solid evidencg, makes
efforts to explain that the establishment, growth and close-down can be served as

indicators of the development of a Singapore identity.

Foreword

The study of the overseas Chinese nationalism in the area of Malaya has been an
interesting topic for many scholars.! The emergence and development of cultural and

* The preliminary version of this paper was presented in the ASSA 1988 Bicentennial Conference in
Canberra, Australia.

1 Yoji Akashi, The Nanyang Chinese National Salvation Movement, 1937-1941 {Lawrence, Kansas,
University of Kansas Press, 1970); Yoji Akashi, "The Nanyang Chinese Anii-Japanese Boycett
Movement, 1908-1928: A Study of Nanyang Chinese Nationatism," Journal of the South Seas
Society, Vol. 23, Parts 1 & 2, 1969; Chui Kwei-Chiang, “The Response of the Straits Chinese to
the May Fourth Movement," Journal of the South Seas Society, Vol. 20, Parts 1 & 2, 1966; Ku
Hung-ting, "British Colonialism Versus Chinese Nationalism: Malayan Chinese under Governor
Clementi, 1930-1934, "Journal of the South Seas Society, Vol. 44, Parts 1 & 2, 1989; Pang Wing-
seng, "The Double-Seventh Incident, 1937: Singapore Chinese Response to the Qutbreak of the
Sino-Japanese War," Journal of Southeast Asian Studies, Vol. 4, No. 2, September, 1973; Png poh-
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political consciousness among the Malayan Chinese since the turn of this century have
been generally considered -as the index of the overseas Chinese nationalism. The
patriotic Chinese promoted.and praised the China-oriented consciousness among the
overseas Chinese community, particularly in British Malaya where the ethnic Chinese
consisted of a great proportion of its population. The British colonial government on the
other hand, tried its best to eliminate the emergence or/and growth of the so-called
"overseas Chinese nationalism" since 1920s.

The existence of China-oriented !cbnSCi-E)u's.ness culturally or/and politically, was
complicated by. the independence of former British colonies in this region after the
World WarIl. Despite the objection of the colonial authorities, the Chinese community
in Southeast Asia, particularly that in British Malaya, founded Nanyang University
(NantahF§ K) in 1956. Ironically, twenty five years later, this Uniyersity was closed
down by the government of Singapore where,the Chinese were the ethnic group in
power. It is the intention of the paper to trace and examine the basic changing elements
behind this fasé___inating historical episode in order to reveal the 'rf_:al nature and limitations
of the overseas Chinese nationalism in Singapore. |

The Birth and Growth of"Nanyalig 'Unii_rersity

On March 15, 1956, Nanyang University was officially declared open.2 The
establishment of this University provided higher educational opportunity for the Chinese
community in this region. It was generally regarded as the highest Chinese educational
institution in Southeast Asia.3 But its emergence brought political and psychological
distiirbance for the British colonial anthorities in Malaya. They had fror the beginning
viewed the proposal of a Chinese university with disfavor.4 Tn the pre-WW- II days;

seng, "The Kuominiang in Malaya," in Papers on Malayan History, edited by K, G. Tregonning

(Singapore, 1962); Yen Ching-hwang, The Qverseas. Chinese and the 1911 -Revolution (Kuala

. Lumpur, Oxford Univetsity Press, 1976). T , N o

2 The term "Malaya" here refers to the Malay Peninsula, including Penang, Malacca, Singapore and the

* British Malaya. The name of Nanyang, meaning the South-Seas, was the-ancient Chinese appellation
-for Sontheast Asia. A . A T c

8 Nanyang Siang Pau (one of the two leading local Chinese newspapers), January 19, 1953; Nanyang

- Ta-hsieh ch'ang-hsiao-shih (The history of the establishment of Nanyang University) (Singapore,
Nanyang Cultural Publisher, 1956);: Foreword; pp. 1-8; p, 23, .~ .- ' . '

4 Without official blessing from the:colonial: Zuthorities, Nanyang University had to register as a
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Chmese educatlon in Malaya was v1rtua]1y not the concern of the colomal govemment

In the past, Chinese hlgh-school graduates in Malaya might go | back to China to' R
pursue college education.  The communist takeover in 1949 blocked this possible.

upward educational channel, The Chinese community under _thel_eadershjp of Mr. Tan

Lark Sye, a prominent Chinese businessman in Singapore, formed a comrnittee in May,

1953 to promote a Chinese university to satisfy the educational need for Chinese high-
school graduates. This call for establishing a Chinese university was echoed throughout
Southeast Asia where the Chinese formed a sizable component-portion of the
populaﬁon? but the British colonial authorities tried their best to block its developrnent.

Without the official blessing of the colonial authorities, Nanyang University was not

allowed to register as an educational institution but had to be registered as a company.
Although Nantah opened its doors in 1956, the inauguration had to wait until March

1958.- As the University was taking shape, political developments in Malaya were.

moving rapidly towards self-government.  The newly elected. Singapore Legislative
Assembly passed the Nanyang University Ordinance on March 27, 1957, to satisfy
Nantah's status as an educational institution, but the Singapore Civil Service (and for
that natter its Malayan counterpart) did not grant Nantah graduates university-graduate

status.? The 00101113.1 government in Singapore further issued the Prescott Report to

dis grace the cred1b111ty of curricula and faculty quahflcatlons of Nantah.6

After Smgapore gained its self-government in 1959 its govemment announced to
equally treat English, Chinese, Thamil and Malay languages in education, but,based-on
the Prescott Report, it demanded Nantah to upgrade the English standard of its students.

Some English newspapers even suggested Nantah to shift its instruction I_nedium\ from

Chinese to English. Such a request offended the Chinese speaking community. The
strong protest forced the Education Minister of Singapore to promise that the Singapore
government would not interfere with the status' quo.” Nonetheless, the newly

company. Although it opened its doors in 1956, the inauguration had to wait until 1958,
5 Nanyang University Prospectus, 1975-1976 (Singapore, Nanyang Un1vers1ty, 1975 1st eclmon) p-
16.

. & For details, see Report of the Nanyang University Commzsszon (Smgapore, Government Prmtmg.

Office, 1959)
7 Hung-ting Ku, " the Dilemma of Political Idenuty of Chinese in S1ngapore and Malays:a " Chung-
kao hai-yang fa-ch'an Shih lun-wen-chih {Collected papers on China's overseas expansion) (Taipei,
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established government like the British colonial government in the past, continued not to
recognize the university status of Nantah degrees. It might well be due to the
antagonistic attitude of the Singapore government towards the Nantah, conflicts between
the Singapore government and the Nantah Student Union occurred. The police arrested
many students and repeatedly raided the student union. While the students accused the
government of attempting to destroy academic freedom and Chinese education, the
government blamed the students for proinoting communistic ideas and Chinese
chaunvinism.® In order to cool down students’ anti-government sentiments, the
Singapore government announced that it was ready to grant Nantah parity of treatment
with the Universtiy of Singapore (Sintah) #T X, then known as the University of
Malaya, provided that Nantah would reorganize itself as the government recormmended.®
However, the conflict continued and it came to a climax in September, 1963, when the
chairman of the Nanyang University Council, Tan Lark Sye, was stripped off his
Singapore citizenship.10 After Tan was ousted from the Council, the Singapore
government reached an agreement-with the Nantah authorities on the question of the
reorganization in June, 196411

In Singapore, though the ethnic Chinese consisted of about 75 percent of its
population, and the majority of its political leaders were and still are Chinese, the
working language of the government was English just like that of the British colonial
government in Singapore. Furthermore, the government of the newly founded
Singapore, unlike its predecessor, adopted an intervention pqlicy towards the Chinese
Language education. The Singapore government under the leadership of Lee Kuan
Yaw's People's Action Party (PAP) step by step tried to control the Chinese langnage
education and to subdue Nantah which was regarded as the symbol of that education in
Singapore and Malaysia. The majority of the PAP leaders, including Lee, came from
Eng]jsh stream and many of them could not speak Chinese. Generally, they adopied a

Academia Sincia; 1984) p. 406,
8 Communism in the Nanyang University (Kuala Lumpur, Government Printing Oifice, 1964);
Minutes of the Tth Meeting of Nanyang University Senate (Singapore, Nanyang University 1963).
9 In 1964, Ko. Teck-kim succeeded Tan as Nanyang University Council Chairman, see Nanyang
University, 10th Anniversary Souvenir (Singapore, Nanyang University 1966)pp. 18-23,
10 Nanyang University General Information, 1979-80 (Singapore, Nanyang University, 1979), p. 9.
1 Nanyang University, 10th Anniversary Souvenir, pp. 6-8.
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hostiie attitude towards Chinese education which they regarded as a major obstacle to
their plan of transforming thé Chinese people in Siiigapore iitto "Singaporeans”. Undeér
the auspices of the PAP, a handful of pro-government Nantah graduates organized the
Association of Nantah Graduates in 1964.12 The Association published a newspaper --
Liau-yuen pao () to promote the Singapore identity. It also joined the Nanyang
University Corporation as a member. In 1968, the Singapore government accredited
Nanyang University and granted financial assistance to it, Nantah now became a semi-
state universtiy. “The governmeﬁt appointed its representatives to the University
Councill3 Through the Association of Nantah Graduates and state-appointed council
members, the government gradually tightened its control over the University.
Presidents one after another were "forced” to resign after 1969. Between 1969 aﬂd 1977,
four presidents came and went.14 The administrative instability hindered the University
development. '

The Reforms of Nantah under Government Control after 1974

At the 1974 Commencement, Lee Chao-meng, then the Education Minister of
Singapore, announced that Nanyang University had to become a "national” university to
admit non-Chinese speaking students. He pointed out that the "bilingual” practice in the
secondary and primary schools in Singapore and the lack of graduates of Chinese high-
schools from Malaysia would make great impact on the instruction medium of Nanyang
University. Six months later, I.ee Chao-meng was appointed Vice-chancellor of Nantah
and his appointment at first was welcomed by the Association of the N antah
Graduates.1® Lee vigorously promoted the importance of English at Nantah.1® The

12 1hig, pp. 18-20; p. 129; Nanyang University Prospectus, 1975, p. 12.

13 Nanyang University Caialogs, 1975, 1976, 1977, 1978, 1979. The name of the catalogs varied:
Nanyang University Prospectus, 1975-76; Nanyang University Calendar, 1975-76; Nanyang
University General Information, 1976-80. (Singapore, Nanyang University 1975-79).

14 Liao-yuan Pao (the organ of the Association of Nanyang University Graduates, it published
irregularly), Vol. 2, No. 2, July 15, 1974 published a table of the teaching staff which indicated
about one half of them were Nantah graduates,

15 Liao-yuan Pao, Septembr 30, 1975.

18 In order to change the outlook of Nantah, the head of the University was now called the Vice-
Chancellor instead of the President. See Nanyang University Catalog, 1975-76 (Singapore,
Nanyang University, 1975). As for the welcome statement of the Association of Nanyang
University Graduates, see Liao-yuan Pao, Vol. 2, No. 3, September 30, 1974,
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Association of Nantah Graduates echoed his pohcy by stating that a bilingual practice at
' Nanyang Umversny would not only keep the Umversxty s essence, but also fit
'Smgapore ] natlonal development 17 Nonetheless, Lee Chao-meng's “bilingual” pohcy
was m fact a monohngual“ pract1ce With the excepnon of Chinese language, literature
and hlStOI'y, all courses. had to be taught in Enghsh 18 Facing the demlse of the Chinese
language at Nantah, the Association of Nantah Graduates finally stood up to show its
disfavor to the monolingual practice, Cltmg a Lee Kuan Yaw's speech in 1970, it
pomted out that the language trammg had to start in the pnmary schools and Nautah was
not a place for testing Singapore's educational pollcy 19 Caught in the govemment
' pohcy and re31stance from the Association members and Nantah faeulty, Lee Chao-
meng could not carry on his reforms and left his mcomplete work to Professor Wu Teh-
Yao. After an one-year uncertam perlod under Actmg V1ce—ChanceIlor Wu Teh- Yao, the
Smgapore government 3331gned a civil servant to be the director- general to rule
Nantah.20 Under pressure from the government, the Nanyang University Council
announced that Nanyang University would totally accept the curriculum and course
structure of the University of Singapore in order to develop Nantah as an equal partner
of Sintah, Few weeks later, Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yaw in his "Bilingual Po]icy and
Higher Education" speech openly stated the necessity to have two universities in
- Singapore.. Nonetheless, in order to upgrade the English level of Nantah students he
suggested to metfge them in an English environment, namely the Sintah campus.21
Discussions between the two universities towards the goal of having thé two universities
as equal partners, resulted in the decision to set up a joint campus. The campus of the
Sintah at Bakit Timah was made into a Joint Campus for Nantah and Sintah students.22

17 After Lee Chao-meng assumed «:¢ post of Vice-chancellor, he revised the already-printed university
catalog. Flollowing the British style, he even changed the name "Collége of Arts” to "Faculty of
Arts", See Nanyang University Catalogs 1975-76, 2 different editions (Singapore Nanyang
University, 1975). For the details of the changes of the course structures, see Nanyang Umverszly

. catalogs (Singapore, Nanyang University, 1974, 1975 1976, 1977)

18 Liao-yuan Pao; September 30, 1975. : i

19 Nanyang Siang Pao, August 19, 1977; December 19 1977 Sin Ch,ow Jzt Pokh (another leadmg

- - .Chinese newspaper in Singapore.and Malaysia), December 19, 1977,
20 For the text of Lee Kuan Yaw's speech, see Ligo-yuan Pao, February 11, 1978 Nanyang S:ang
Pao, February 11, 21.
2L Ljao-Yuan Pao, Vol. 3, No 4, Deeember 1978 Nanyang Szang Pao & Sm Chow Jit
. ' Poh,March, 978."
22 Nanyang Univetsity Geneml Informatzon, 1978-80 D 11
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"It is hoped that in three to four yedrs'time, when the object of equal partnership

* between the universities will have ‘been reached, Nanyang University students will- .

fétirn to the campus in Jurong."23

Two years after the establishment of the Joint Campus, Prime Minister Lee Kuan
Yaw in a letter to the Chairman of the Nanyang University Council suggested ‘that the
best solution for the future of Nanyang University would be "merger”. He outlined
three options. But he indicated that "the first is the.educationally ideal solution for
merging the University of Singapore with Nantah into. a National University of
Singapore in one campus".24 He cited the decline of applicants for admissions and a
shortage of WGll-qualified faculty as two main reasons for his 'suggesi:i:on.'25 He used
tables and graphs to illustrate the trend. He nonetheless admittéd that the increase of
academic staff resignations was mainly due to the lack of long-term prospects of N antah
and further explicitly stated the staff resignations would continué¢ and morale would go
down further if the future of Nantah could not be settled in a near future.26 Lee's
staternent and proposal had provoked relatively little public reaction. The Chinese
newspapers had little to say.27 '

In replying to Lee Kuan Yaw's assaults, Wee Cho Yaw, then the chairman of the
Nantah Council, expressed his regret that the Joint C&mpus did not bring any help for
the development of Nantah. Instead, Nantah now had to face the problem of a shortage
of good students and experienced teaching staff. He sadly stated, "It is now cleat that’
unless the trend isiqu_ickly"conected Nantah will face a natural death in one to two years'
time as a result of the declining number of students and lecturers.”2® He thus proposed

23 The Straits Times (the leading English newspaper in Singapore), Febuary 11, 1980.

24 The Straits Times, March 11,'1980. : -

25 The Straits Times, March 11, 1980, o o

26 The Straits Times noneihless stated it is probably a mistake to regard the pancity of public-debate
as a sign of apathy or even disinterested. It seens fairly evident from letters and from private
comments that Singaporans at least Nantah graduates, feel strongly about the future of the
university". It also pointed out, "If few of them have been willing to express themselves publicly
on the subject it may be because they are resigned to its fate or feel, fairly or unfairly, that the
government had already made up its mind on the subject and whatever they might have to say will
not carry weight." The Straits Times, March 21, 1980. . ' .

27 For the text of Wee's reply, see Siraits Times, March 21, 1980, :

28  Nanyang Siang Pao, Sin Chow Jit Poh, March 21, 1980; Straits Times, March 21, 1980.
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that Nantah should adopt an American university system, affiliated to a reputable
American institution. Such reorganization, hé indicated, would require firm government
support. If the above suggestion was rejected, he proposed that both Nantah and Sintah
should develop as compiementary, rather than as competing universities with colieges
divided between:them. Wee's proposal were backed by two otherinfluential council
members.2® Several days later, another Nanyang University Council member came out
in support of reorganization Nantah into an American-style university.3% According to
Lee Kuan Yaw's own account that the most of the remaining council members
supported the merger with a twin campus option.3!

Although few spoke up, those who did argue that Nantah had a valuable role to
play in Singapore's development. They felt that Singapore not only had room for two
unive'rsities, but actually needed two.32 Some others who favored an independent
Nantah pointed out that Nantah owed its unfortunate image and difficulties in attracting
the best students not to any inherent inferiority but to government policy.33

The resistance seemed to have outraged Lee Kuan Yaw. After one week's silence,
Lee launched second wave attack. He warned the Nanyang University Council that,
"choice is yours. The verdict will be delivered by the students." He argned that
"Nanyang degrees are like currencies that have been debased."34 To strengthen his
argument, he cited the case in which a Nantah graduate in Chinese Language &
Literature after receiving his B.A. degree from Nantah went to the Sintah for a M.A.
degree to show his readers that the Nantah degrees were less valuable than the Sintah

29 Nanyang Siang Pao, Straits Times, March 25, 1980,

30" Straits Times, March 22, 1980

31 Straits Times, March 21, 22, 25, 1980; Nanyang Siang Pao, March 21, 25, 1980, For example,
Professor Wu Tah Yao, former head of the Political Science Department at Sintah and then Dean of
the College of Graduate Studies at Nantah, doubted that a single university could accommodate all
the Singapore students who would like to go for higher education, He argued that Nantah could
provide a valuable complementary role by concentrating on those areas it had excelled, Among
them, he noted Nantah's pre-eminence in Chinese Studies and its Commence College. For details,
see Straits Times, March 21, 1930,

32 Straits Times, Match 21, 1980,

33 Straits Times, April 4, 1980,

84 Straits Times, April 4, 1980. However, a reader sent a letter to Straits Times to explain reason why
the Nantah graduate went to Sintah. For the text of the letter, see Straits Times, April 10, 1980,
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degrees.35 The Singapore government also released the so-called "Dayton Report” on
... March 16. . Sir Frederick Dayton, -a British educator- was invited by Lee- Kuan-Yaw-to-
visit Singapore in late 1979. After a 3¥day visit, Dayton expressed that there was no
reason to have two universities in Singapore.36 The Public Services Comumission also
echoed Lee's call by releasing a narne list of "weak" students who got high marks at
Nantah. It ridiculed Nantah by pointing out that many students who were academically
poor in high schools got "First Class Honors" when they graduated from Nanyang
Universtiy.37

After the total refutation of the academic status of Nanyang University, Lee Kuan

Yaw again proposed the merger of the Nantah and Sintah to become a national

university--the National University of Singapore (NUS). At the same time, he promised

-to set up a Technological University of Nanyang (TUN) in 1952. The TUN would be

located in the Jurong campus, Lee Kuan Yaw expressed that his pérposal on the setting

up of TUN offered "the best chances of preserving Nantah's name as well".38 Under
these circumstances, the N.U. Council voted to accept Lee's offer.39

One week later, Lee Kuan Yaw formally announced the establishment -of the
National University of Singapore (NUS). To smooth away resentment, he further
stated, that the full name of the national university would be "The National University of
Singapore” (Incorporating Universtiy of Singapore and Nanyang University ).40 On
May 30, 1990, Lee appointed the Senior Minister of State for Education, Dr. Tony Tan,
the Vice-Chancellor of the newly established NUS. On Dr. Tan's appointment, Lee

85 Straits Times, March 16, 1980.

38 Straits Times, April 2, 1980. Lee's accusation was refuted by Professor Anne Johnson's reply.
Johnson pointed out that there were mary students who did relatively badly at high schools and
showed marked progressive improvement in their four years at Nantah. For Johnson's reply, see
Straits Times, April 10, 1980,

87 For the full text of Lee's proposals, see Straits Times, Sin Chow Jit Poh, Nanyang Siang Pao, Aril
3, 1980.

38 Ag late as on April 4, 1980. Mr. Tan Keong Choon, an influential Nantah Council member
indicated that the University of Singapore and Nanyang University should complement each other in
a concerted effort to develop Singapore into a center for higher education. He expressed that he did
not think that the porposed merger of two universities was the best policy. For Tan's view, see
Straits Times, April 4, 1980. '

89 Straits times, Nanyang Siang Pao, Sin Chow Jit Poh, April 13, 1980,

40 Straits Times, May 30, 1980.
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said, "His task is to get the NUS going along the lines I have sketched out. He knows
my thinking".41 Three original Nantah Councilmen who.opposed the merger in the
begmnmg were appointed Council members of the NUS.42.
Why dldthe Singapotje 'Govemment H;afve to_ Close Nantah y

T provide college education for the graduates of Chinese high-schools in’this
tegion the Chinese community founded Nanyang University Which reflected the great
concern of the Chinese about higher education. The adoption of the Chinese language
as the mstructton medmm further revealed that cultural attachment to China was very
strong among the overseas Chmese who supported the establishment of Nantah During
thls penod Malaya was stﬂl under British rule, the cultural 1dent1ty and political identity
for these Malayan Chmese couId Co- emst peacefully Historically, their political
consciousness, grew raptdly as the hosuhty between China and Japan developed in the
late 1930's and early 1940's, 43 ‘The emergence and development of the political
consciousness promoted the1r pohtlcal loyalty to China and their interest in Chinese
culture and history. Their Chinese poht1cal identity and cultural identity not only existed
side by side but also reinforced each other,4¢ Many Malayan Chinese under British rule,
did not politically identify themselves with the place where they resided. The political
leaders of the Malayan Chinese realized the duplication and co-existence of the cultural
and political identities of the Malayan Chinese, but they did not want to antagonize the
"China-oriented" sentiment beforé they fully controlled the local political conditions.
After Singapore became an independeént country, the leaders of . the PAP started to
denounce the Chinese higher education and made attempts to eliminate the China-
oriented political consciousness. It might well have been due to the historical

- ot

41 . The NUS Campus News, Vol. 2, October, 1980.

42" Nanyang Ta-hsieh Ch'ang-hsiao-shih, pp. 339-434. '

43 - Yoji Akashi, The Nanyang Chinese National Salvation Movenient, 1973-1941 (Lawerence, Kansas
University of Kansas Press, 1970); Pang Wing-seng, "The Duouble-Seventh Incident, 1937
Singapore Chinese Response to-the Qutbreak of the ‘Sino-Tapanese War, “Journal of Southeast
Asian’ studies, Vol. 4, No. 2, September, 1973; Stephen Leong, Overseas Chinese Nationalism in
Malaya, 1931, 1931-41 (Los Angeles, University of California Ph. D. dissertation, 1976); Lee En-

. hua, "Malayan Chinese Anti-Japanese salvation Movement, 1937-41, Journal of Southeasf Asian
Studies, Vol. 40, 1985,

44 1ee Ah-cha, Policies and Polities in Chinese Schools in the Straits Settlemenrs and the Federated

Malay States, 1786-1941 {Singapore, University of Malaya Press, 1954). : )
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1nterlock1ng relatlonshlp between the cultural 1dennty and the polifical identity that the

~political leaders of Smgapore were afraid of the existence of Nantah which was regarded.

'as the base for promotlng the China-oriented identities, cultureally as well as politically.

Furthermore, after its separation from Malaysia in 1966, the survival of Singapore, a
Chinese state among the 'Mdslim—Malay countries in this region, was at stake. Anti-
Chinése activities of Indonesia and Malaysia created communal unrest in these Malay
states and alarmed the "far-sighted” Singapore leaders. The reality of anti-Chinese
environments warned them not to be too close to China either culturally or politically.

They tned their best to promote a "Smgapore identity". They were well aware that
though ethnically the Chinese were the majority group in Singapore, they were a tiny
community among the vast Malay masses in this region. Both Malay31a and Indonesia
adopted a suspicious stand towards the Chmese-donnnated Smgapore and they were
- very sensitive to the Chinese chauyinism which to a certain extent might stlmulate the
racial unrest within their boundaries.. To eliminate or at least reduce the hostile attitudes
of her neighboring Malay states, the pohtlcal leaders of Singapore . often stressed her
multl-ethmcal features.45 The "Third China" concept was condemned as a consplracy
aiming to destroy the survival of Singapore.46 ‘

Furthermore, durmg the Ja')anese occupatmn of Malaya in the early 1940's, the
" anti-Japanese militia in Malaya, malnly a Chinese orgamzatxon, was influenced, if not
controlled, by the leftists. The anti-J apanese movement thus fostered the development
of leftist ideas among Malayan Chinese. The transformatlon of the anti-Japanese militia
into the Malaya Communist Army after the War, further alarmed many local arti-
Communist leaders.47 Many of them accused that the Chinese education not only
produced Ch1na—ouented pol1t1cal sentlments but also promoted the growth of

45 For example, the typical dress of "Singapore Girls" either in the Smgapore Airlines or in
Singapore's T.V. shows has been the ‘Malay batik rather than the traditional Chinese dress.
48 Ligu-yuan Pao, Vol. 2, July 2, 1966; Foo Kim-leng; The 1964 Singapore Riots. (Singapore:
National University of Singapore, 1980); Anti-Chinese accidents broke out in Malaysia. and
. Indonesia from time to time. The latest incident occured in October 1987. Many Chinese leaders
~ who were pronents of Chinese education. were arrested. For details, see Asian Wall Street Journal,
October 28, 29, 1987,
47 Lee Ting-hui, The Communist Organizations in Singapore, 1948—66 (Smgapore Inst1tute of
Southeast. Asian Studies, 1976); G. Z. Hanrahan, The Communist. Struggle in. Malaya (Kuala
Lumpur, 1971).
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Comrmunistic concepts. Although it had been difficult to prove the accusation, they
tended to believe it. After the Communists took over mainland China, some of her
supporters engaged in the political struggle in Malaya through the assistance of the
Chinese-speaking Malayan Chinese. These activities further deepened the distrust of
local anti-Communist leaders towards. the Chinese-educated Chinese. Chinese
educational institutions were thus regarded as the hotbed of the "Chinese" Communist
movement in Malaya and did not coincide with the interests of the local society.48

While many political leaders were suspecting the role of Chinese education in
Malaya, the leftist activities amon;c;r the Nantah students reinforced their distrust. Under
the leadership of the leftist contrdlled student union, Nantah students had a series of
conflicts with the Malaya government and later the Singapore government, With a great
effort, the political authorities finally eliminated the leftist control over the student union
and many dissidents were arrested. The Nantah administration under the dual
supervision of the Singapore Education Ministry and the Association of Nantah
Graduates gradually adopted some changes to adjust with the local conditions. It started
to stress the importance of the English language and promote the Singapore identity
among the students. In 1974, Nantah and Sintah established a common admission board
to administer the admissions. In the eyes of those having prejudice against Nantah, the
changes were regarded as Nantah's self-preservation tactics. It was a prevalent view
among the policy-makers of 'Singapore in the 1970's that Nantah had always been and
still was the place for promoting Chinese identity, politically as well culturally. Nantah,
as the highest educational institution of Chinese education, was obviously the main
target of the Singapore government. In order to solve the political dilemma caused by the
Chinese education, the Singapore government employed various means to strike at the
Chinese schools. All government papers, correspondence, and employment
applications were and still are in English. The discrimination against the Chinese
language gradually reduced the number of students in the Chinese schools. By 1987,
there was not a single Chinese school in Singapore.49

48 For detail, see Communism in the Nanyang University, Chapter 3; Lee Ting-hui, ap. cit, Chapters

' 2 and 5; C. V. Devan Nair, ed., Socialism that Works (Singapore, Government Printing Office,
1976}, Chapters 2 and 3. '

9 In 1956, there were 30, 164 students in the Chinese schools and 25, 073 in English schools. Ten

years later, the first grade students in Chinese schools decreased to 20, 011, and they increased to
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Why did Nantah Losethe War

.. The British colonial authorities tried their best to block the development of Nantah.
It 'was.not allowed to be registered as an educational institution and was of course not
aceredited. Nonetheless, the enthusiastic support from the Chinese speaking community
made its birth possible. The Fukien Association donated 523 acres of Iand as the
campus while construction companies lowed their prices to build the buildings.50 Ty was
under such circumstances, that Nantah was founded. '

By 1980, Singapore was an independent state with three fourth of its populdtion
Chinesé. Howevér, when the survival of Nantah was in danger, few came to réscue
her. The change of instruction medium from Chinese to English did not stir up much
resentment. The set-up of the Joint Campus, a first step towards the establishment of a
national university even won the popular support. Two years léter, the merger
suggestion was carried out with little resistance. Why was there such a different
response towards Nantah's survival?

First of all, the objective conditions had changed during the existence of Nantah
(1956—1980)‘ When Nantah was conceived, the Chinese communities in Southeast Asia
a5 a whole, were in the mood of strong identification with Chinese culture and society.
The experience of Japanese occupation and suppression during the WWII stimulated the
growth of their nationalistic sentiments. The delay of self-govemment in the post-War
period further created an antagonism between the colonial governments and the
conscious awakened Chinese masses in the Malaya area. The lack of higher education
opportunity for their children reinforced their desire to set up a Chinese university,
independent of the control of the colonial governments. The refusal to grant the
permission and the denunciation of the qualification of the Chinese university became a
challenge to their nationalistic identity. The political identity and cultural identity carried
a double strength to help the Malayan Chinese to overcome the difficulties. Twenty-five

34,827 in English schools. In 1984, the number of students in the Chinese schools reduced to 50
insinificant 4nd the government was able to announce that there would not be any Chinese school
‘in Singapore by 1987. See China Times (a leading Chinese newspaper, published in Taipei),
Febroary 20, 1984, o _ ' R :

50 Nanyang University, 10th Anniversary Souvenir, p. 14.
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years later, Malaya split into two independent countries. The majority of Chinese who
resided there became citizens of these two newly established states. Although the
Chinese in Malaysia were racially discriminated against, they enjoyed much greater
political rights and privileges than their fathers under the British rule. The Chinese in
Singapore enjoyed the full citizenship. The stop of immigration flow from China since
1950 began to change the population components of Singapore and Malaysia. The
proportion of first generation immigrants deceased and the majority of Malayan Chinese
were born there. Singapore and Malaysia were no longer the temporary residences but
their home countries. The object of their political loyalty was thus no longer China but
either Singapore or Malaysia.51 The force which fostered the China-oriented political
loyalty and cultural belonging lost its momentum. The Communist revolt in Malaya,
though attracted some discontent Malayan Chinese, scared the commercially dominated
Chinese community as a whole. The rise of Communist power in China didn't promote
the China-oriented sentiments, but sped up the process of tie cut-off. The dream of
home-return was thus broken. On the other hand, the independence of Singapore and
Malaysia gradually solidified the local belonging sentiments. The object of political
loyalty for many Malayan Chinese thus shifted from China to Singapore or Malaysia,
though some of them still maintained a strong sentimental tie with Chinese culture. The
changes of objective conditions and subjective identity greatly weakened their support
for Nantah. Itis in this context that we may be able to understand why the opposition
was so powerless when the Singapore government step by step coerced Nantah to
submerge into the University of Singapore.52

51 19 many Malayan Chinese, mainland China was their mother land, though few had ever been able
to return there. The constant flow of new comers and the China published textbooks for elementary
and secondary schools, often remined them that they were sojourners in Malaya, The communist
took over of mainland China in 1949 and a period of anti-communist policy of the colonial
governinents after the WW 11, cut off the immigration flow as well as the cultural contact.

52 Nonetheless, in the process of merger, the Chinese in Malaysia and Singapore still showed some
differences in their attitudes and actions. In Singapore, except few Council members indicated their
mild objection to the merger, the Chinese community as a whole, supported the decision of the
government. The Association of Nanyang University Graduates which often had =n influenttial
position in Singapore, could only announce that it didn't issue a declaration concerning the Nantah
question due to the lack of quorum in its emergency meeting to show its mildest protest against
‘government's high-headed policy towards Nantah, In the field of mass media, the government
seemed to have a land-slide victory. It was in Malaysia that the dissenting voice could be heard, The
graduates of Nantah in Malaysia stood up and opposed the merger, Most of the Chinese Commuunity
leaders in Malaysia prepered to preserve Nanyang University as a separate University. The Chinese
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In retrospect, it might be well due to Lee's skillful and pragmatic management that

- Nanyang University was closed without much disturbance. Lee's slow but firm actions . .

helped to make the completion of this complicated task possible. At first, Lee's PAP
government stressed the importance of English in Singapore. Although the"national
language" was and still is Malay, both Chinese and Thamil were announced as "official
langnages" of the government. To win the support of the Nantah graduates, the
Singapore government even promised not to change the instruction medium. With a
skillful manipulation, the enrollment of the Chinese elementary and secondary schools in
Singapore declined as time passed. The English language by the late 1970's became the
dominant language not only in government but also in academic fields. Lee's PAP
government then pushed the "bilingual” policy at Nantah which in fact required the
faculty to teach their classes in English. Through the efforts of the government-
appointed Council members and the Vice-Chancellor, Nantah had in fact became an
English university by 1978. After English became the main instruction medium, Lee
proposed to set up the Joint Campus to upgrade the English standard of the N antah
faculty and students in an English speaking environment. In order to appease the
Nantah faculty and the Chinese-speaking community as a whole, Lee openly announced
. that once the project succeeded, Nantah students would return to the campus in Jurong.

In the Joint Campus which was in fact in the campus of the University of
Singapore, Nantah lost its own identity and its students were detached from its own
campus. As it lost, its own features but its graduates would receive government
discriminated degrees, the Chinese high-school graduates thus preferred to enter the
University of Singapore. By 1980, it was clear that not many high-school graduates
would choose Nantah as their first choice.

Meanwhile, from time to time, Lee reminded his people that Singapore should
have two universities. He explicitly stated that the existence of two competitive and
complementary universities was necessary. Although some doubted his sincerity,
Lee's repeated assurance relieved the anxiety over the Nantah issue and weakened the

_ Chamber of Commerce in Kuala Lumpur even threatened to boycott the trade. But their opposition
was mute and couldn't be heard in Singapore for the newspapers from Malaysia were barred from
circulation in Singapore. For details, see Straits Times, March 15, 26, 1580,
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possible resistance force. When the majorlty of Nantah students were in the Joint
Campus and had never been in Nautah's Jurong campus, Lee went one step forward to
revezl a survey report 1ndlcat1ng that the Nantah students in the Joint Campus did not
want to go back to Jurong.53 At the same time, Lee Iaunched a surprise attack on the
qualifications of the Nantah faculty and blamed Nantah for not be1ng able to attract good
students. He then suggested that the only way to save Nantah was the estabhshment of
a national unlversn:y To soften the p0331b1e objectlon from the Chmese—speakmg
community, he proposed to estabhsh a Teehnologmal University of Nanyang to satisfy
the hard-core Nantah supporters.54 When the Nantah Council resolved to accept the
merger option, the battle was over.5 '

The location of this new national univeisity was deliberately selected in Kent
Ridge, a place between the ongmal Sintah's Bakit Timah campus and Nantah's Jurong
campus. All these arrangements at least partlally satlsﬂed the sentimental attachment of
the Chinese-speaking community in Singapore. The opposmon to the merger was thus
further softened, The censorship also deprived Nantah of the pos31b1e support from
Malaysia. Without the support from out31de Nantzh becarne vulnerable under Lee's
siege. ‘

Concluding Remarks

It is no doubt that the social and political conditions have made great changes in the
past three decades in Singapore and Malaysia. However, it was Lee's government to
destroy the already weakened Chinese education and China-oriented.cultural or/and
political consciousness of the Singapore Chinese.. Since Lee and his PAP associates
regarded Nantah as the power-house generating the Chinesé cultural identity and China-
oriented political sentiments, Nantah was thus regarded by them as an obstacle in their
nation-building process. The elimination of Nantsh from Singapere was thérefore a

53 The survery’s headline in the newspaper stated “Joint Campus students were in favor of merger”,
See Straits Times, March 11, 1980, Nonetheless, most of the final year and honors students who
had studied in ths Jourong campus opposed a merger with the University of Singapore. For details,
see Straits Times, April 4, 1980.

54 Straits Times, March 11, 1980.

55 Straits Times, April 6, 1980.
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necessary step towards the establishment of a new “Singapore" society. The issues on

‘Nantah, to a certain extent, can thus be used as an indicator of the development of-a_

Smgapore 1dent1ty The close of Nantah revealed that the Singapore government under
Lee Kuan Yaw was able to transform the Chinese identity into a Singapore identity after
the objective conditions had already changed Nonetheless, the assault on Nantah might
also show that Lee and his PAP associates confused cultural identity with political
'loyalty. These non-Chinese speaking political leaders in Singapore did not understand
that a Chinese cultural identity might not necessarily produce a China-otiented political
loyalty, though the two had been closely interrelated in' some cases.58 Singapore may
have to pay a heavy price for the demise of the Chinese cultural 1dent1ty or/and tradltlon
of its citizens in the future ’

56 To a great extent, the rise and growth of the China-oriented political consciousness or the overseas

Chinese nationalism in Malaya brought the Malayan Chinese to help China financially rather than .
politically. For more detailed discussion on the conflicts between British colonial authorities and
. the Malayan Chinese over the overseas Chinese nationalism, see Hung-ting Ku, "British

Colonialism Versus Chinese Nationalism," Journal of the South Seas § oczety, Vol 44, Parts 1 &.

2, Tuly, 1989.
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A Review of L1 and L2 Reading Theories

Chiou-lan Chern*
Abstract

Theories and models in L1 reviewed in this paper have shown that reading is
predominantly viewed as an intéractive process involving readers' use of schemata and
cognitive strategies. L2 reading research reviewed in this paper is based on tﬁe insights
gained from L] studies, although the debate on whether L1 and L2 reading processes are
sirhilar is still unsettled. Most of the second language reading studies reviewed here are
based on the results from reading English as a second language. It is hoped that through

this review, ESL/EFL teachers will gain insights from theories and develop effective

classromm applications.

A search of the literature relevant to the reading of first language (L.1) and second

language (L.2) has revealed that the question of whether reading processes in native and
non-native languages are similar has received considerable attention in recent years.
Since second language research-in the past few years has attempted to determine the
extent to which the psycholinguistic perspectives on first language (L1) reading can
explain second langnage (L2) reading (Hudson, 1982), certain important L.1 reading
theories will be reviewed first in this paper. The application of L1 theory to L2 reading

will follow.
1. L1 Reading Theories

Keading is a complex process which cannot be captured by a single definition.

A number of rescarchers would argue that reading is a rapid, purposeful, interactive
comprehending activity (Goodman, 1985; Kintsch & van Dijk, 1978). It is also a
flexible process which develops gradually (Grabe, 1991; Smith, 1982). Fluent reading
is thought to be rapid because to make comprehension possible, readers must keep
information flow at a sufficient rate for symbols and ideas to be connected and

* Department of Foreign Languages and Literature, Tunghai University
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processed (Grabe, 1991). Reading is purposefl; people usually read for information or
for enjoyment. Goodman (1985) lists five major purposes of reading: environmental
reading (e.g., street signs), occupational reading (e.g., memos, business letters),
informational reading (e.g., phone numbers, newspapers), recreational reading (e.g.,
novels, fiction), and ritualistic reading (e.g., some religious materials). That reading is
interactive is supported by research that finds background knowiedge to interact with
printed information (Hudson, 1982) and that many skills work together during the
process of reading (Carr & Levy, 1990). Models in L1 readmg developed by different
scholars are reviewed in detail in the following sect:lon '

1.1 Reading Models

There are at least three categories of reading models that are commonly referred
to: top-down models , hottom-up models, ahd interactive models (Barnett, 1989; Cziko,
1980; Rayner & Pollatsek, 1989; Stanovich, 1991). Top-down models, those of
Goodman (1968) and Smith (1982), consider reading as a linear process that moves
from higher level cognitive stages to the bottom level of the textual information,
including grapheme and phoneme. In bottom-up models (Gough, 1985; LaBerge &
Samuels, 1985), reading is described as a one-way flow of information beginning with
the visual (graphic) inputs and proceeding through other features of the text like letters,
words, and sentences, and gradually building up to the higher level of understanding.
However, not all reading models view reading as a linear process. Interactive models,
such as those of Rumelhart (1985), Stanovich (1980), and Kintsch and van Dijk (1978),
view reading as a cyctical process in which readers’ cognitive activities interact with
textual information. These three models are further discussed in the followiﬁg section,

A. Top-down Models

Top-down models claim that the réading process is driven by the reader's mind.
“According to a top-down model, réaders actively use their world knowledge to help
them make intelligent guesses about the text. ‘These models are represented by
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Goodman's and Smith's theories in reading.

Goodman's (1965) psycholinguistic model of reading proposes that readingis -

an active hypothesis-testing process involving the reader's cognitive, linguistic and
affective experiences. Goodman further describes reading as a "psycholinguistic process
by which the reader, a language user, reconstructs, as best as he can, a message which
has.been encoded by a writer as a graphic display" (Goodman, 1971, p. 135). Thus,
reading is viewed as a process of hypothesis testing, confirmation and rejection instead
of an exact process which depends on accuracy or precise identification of all elements.
Goodman argues that efficient reading results from "skill in selecting the fewest, most
productive clues necessary to prOduce guesses which are right the first time" (Goodman,
1970, p. 260). He further emphasizes that readers accomplish this process by
sampling, relying on the redundancy of the language and their knowledge of linguistic
constraints, Readers predict structures, test them against the semantic context they build
up from the discourse and then confirm them as they process further language
(Goodman, 1971).

Smith (1982) also believes that reading is purposeful and that readers oaly select
information necessary to their purposes when they read. Reading is also considered as
an anticipatory process by Smith. Because readers norr_na]ly. look for meaning, they
bring in nonvisual information like prior knowledge, to interact with the text to facilitate
the anticipation of later text content (Smith, 1982).

_ | Both Goodman and Smith consider reading as a reader-driven process. These

conceptualizations of reading are, however, not without opposition. Bott'omQup models,
for example, emphasize information processing procedures and regard reading as a text-
driven process. |

B. Bottom-up Models

In a bottom-up model, text information has to be processed before
comprehension can be achieved. Reading is therefore a process of accumnulating and
absorbing discrete units of the text to build up meaning. Gough's (1985) theory of
reading elaborately describes this model.

Gough argues that the reader is not a guesser. To pin down as completely as
possible the events that occur during the first second of reading, Gough (1985) gives an
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information processing account of the reading process from the moment printed words

-enter visual systems. According to Gough, reading begins with an eye fixation for
some 250 msec. This saccadic movement sweeps 10 to 12 letter spaces to the right
consuming 10 to 23 msec before a new fixation begins. When an initial fixation is
achieved, a visual pattern is reflected onto the retina and an intricate sequence of activity
in the visual system is set in motion, culminating in the formation of an icon, a direct
representation of a visual stimulus that persists after the stimalus vanishes. When the
lines and curves and'angles of the first icon are identified as letters, a new icon is created
from the next fixation (Gough, 1985). Gough's psycho-physiological point of view
sees reading as processing letters serially from left to right and mapping them to
systematic rules before being stored in reader’s short-term memory. Without explaining
how a sentence is understood, Gough states that when enough chunks of words are
understood as a'sentence, they go to the Place Where Sentences Go When They Are
Understood (PWSGWTAU). Acknowledging that fluent readers identify letters
quickly, Gough insists that a reader "plods through the sentences leiter by letter and
word by word" (Gough, 1985, p. 683).

LaBerge and Samuels (1985) have developed an equally detailed raodel of
reading called the "automatic information processing model." According to these
authors, the reading process begins with the registration of the visual signal on the
sensory surface. The information is then analyzed by a set of specialized feature dectors
which extract information about lines, angles, and intersections from the physical
stimulus. Most of these feature dectors feed directly into letter codes whosé activation
results naturally from the convergence of a set of feature dectors. These letter codes
then feed into spelling pattern codes which in turn feed into visual codes. Some features
map directly onto phonological spelling pattern codes and others directly onto visual
word codes. Eventually all features are mapped onto word-meéning codes or word-
group-meaning codes. _

Another characteristic of this model is the emphasis on attention and the
importance of automaticity in the reading process. LaBerge and Samuels (1985)
presume that readers can probably attend to only one thing at a time. Readers, however,
can process many things simultaneously if only one of them requires attention.- That is
to say if decoding and pattern recognition can be made automatic, then more attention
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can be focused oii meaning and text comprehension. Reading will become an automatic
- process when a reader's attention is shifted from decoding to comprehending.

Both Gough's and LaBerge and Samuel's models indicate a bottom-up process
because the basic sequence is from features to letters, to spelling patterns, to visaal word
representations, to phonological word representations, to word meanings, and finally to
word group meanings. Although these models allow different routes for the words to
be mapped onto meaning, for example, visual codes can feed directly into word-
meaning code without going through phonological word codes, it does not allow higher
level processing to influence lower level analysis. When the interaction between higher
and lower level processing becomes mutually acceptable in the later versions of these
reading theories, they bear some similarity to an interactive model.

C. Interactive Models

Like top-down models, interactive models of reading are reader-driven.
However, different from the linear nature of top-down models, interactive models view
reading as a cyclical process and allow higher level cognitive activities to influence lower
level perceptual activities. Generally speaking, an interactive model stresses the
interaction between readers and the text. It also emphasizes the interaction of different
component skills to achieve fluent reading and full comprehension. To be more
specific, an interactive model predicts that recognition of words in context would
activate perceptual, syntactic, and semantic processes simuitaneously, while that of
words in isolation would only activate the perceptual component unless readers provide
their own contextual elaboration (Rumelhart, 1985).

According to Rumelhart, when a reader reads, graphic inputs are registered in a
"Visual Information Store" for the "Feature Extraction Device" to sort out important
features. These selected features then move into the "Pattern Synthesizer," in which a
reader's previous syntactic, semantic, orthographic, and lexical knowledge work
together to arrive at a "Most Probable Interpretation” (Rumethart, 1985, p.735). This

reading theory has been expanded by Rumelhart and a group of researchers.called the

Parallel Distributed Processing (PDP) group. Rumelhart and McCléelland and the PDP
Research Group (1986) explain that many different pieces of information and various
processes exist in a reader's mind simultaneously and play a part in constraining others
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or being constrained. Information is processed through the interactions of numerous
processing units, each sending excitatory and inhibitory signals to other unis.

Aside from Rumelhart, Stanovich (1980) ‘also presents an interactive-
compensatory model of reading, According to Stanovich, the strength in one processing
stage can compensate for weakness in another, regardless of their levels in the
processing hierarchy. This model predicts that a reader without enough background
knowledge of the topic will rely more heavily on contextual constraints. Poor readers,
due to the reliance on conscious contextual facilitation which employs a large amount of
attentional cognitive capacity, have little cognitive capacity left for comprehension
processes (Stanovich, 1980; 1981).

Another example of an interactive concept of reading has been proposed by
Ruddell and Speaker (1985). Four interactive components are incorporated in the
process of reading. The Reader Environment Component includes the immediate
textual, conversational, and instructional features used by readers to construct meaning
from text. The Knowledge Utilization and Control Compornent influences text
processing and information activating procedures. The Declarative and Procedural
Knowledge Component stores readers' schemata related to linguistic, strategic, and
world knowledge. The Reader Product Component is the outcome of the interactions of
the first three components. Like Stanovich's model, all components in Ruddell and
Speaker's model function simultaneously during the reading process without any fixed
sequence of their operation.

Kintsch and van Dijk's (1978) inferential model looks at comprehension to the
exclusion of word identification. According to these researchers, propositions in a text
arc organized according to the reader’s goal in the form of a schema. The schema
controls the macro-operators that transform text into a hierarchical structure of
macropropositions which represent the gist of the text. Macropropositions also
determine which micropropositions are relevant to the gist. When stored in long term
memory, this representation is the reader's comprehension of the text.

One interactive model that accounts for comprehension process based on results
from eye movement studies is that of Just and Carpenter (1987). Their studies support
their assumptions that a reader interprets content words right after seeing them rather
than postponing interpretation until more. words have been read and that words are
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recognized before higher level context information can be used to influence lexical

.. access (Just & Carpenter, 1987). Though stressing word identification, this model is

interactive because all stages of processing can affect and be affected by the processing
of other stages.

Anderson and Pearson (1984) propose a schema-theoretic view of the rnental
processes in reading. Acc.ordlng to them, readers' schemata are the abstract knowledge
structures which already exist in memory. There are at least two kinds of schemata:
"content schemata, that is, knowledge relative to the content domain of the text, and
“formal schematd, that is, knowledge relative to the rhetorical and organizational
stiuctures of the text. For Anderson and Pearsomn, readers rely on the knowledge of

-"these schemata to derive meaning. This theory is later expanded in second language

résearch to- show that the lack of knowledge in content and formal organizations of a

- new language can put second and foreign language learners' comprehension at stake

“(Carrell, 1987; Hudson, 1982; Malik, 1990; Pritchard, 1990; Steffensen, Joag-dev &
Anderson, 1979).

- The latest trend in the interactive perspectives of first language reading has been

the realization that reading and writing can be mutually reinforcing interactive processes

(Flood & Lapp, 1987; Grabe, 1991; Kucer, 1987). * Pearson and Tierney's (1984)

composing model of reading treats reading as the active process of negotiating meanmg

between a reader and an author. Comprehension is viewed as the act of composing a-

. new version of the text by the reader.” A reader has four interactive roles according to
Pearson and Tierney: a planner who creates. goals and activates prior knowledge
appropnate to the text; a composer who fills in -gaps in the text with inferences; an editor
who examineés the interpretations developed by the planner and the composer; and a
monitor who directs the work of the planner, composet, and editor. Pearson and
Tierney's concept of text reconstruction reiterates Kintsch and van Dijk's (1978)
emphasis on text transfermation and offers a new direction for future research in
reading. ‘

As is evident from the above review, interactive models of L1 reading have more
recently dominated reading research. To see readers as interactive participants who
reconstruct text for meaning has also become an essential part of second language
reading theory (Bernhardt, 1991; Swaffar, Arens & Bymes, 1991). As a result of the
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active role of readers erphasized in interactive models of reading, emphasis on strategic
approaches to meaning construction has-become central to second/foreign language
reading theory and pedagogy. ‘

2. Reading in a Second Language

The last decade has been a fruitful period of time for reading research in a second
laniguage. Volumes of books have been published to address 1.2 reading issues (Barnett,
1989; Bernhardt, 1991; Carrell, Devine, & Eskey, 1988; Huckin, Coady, & Haynes,
1993; Swaffar, Arens & Byrnes, 1991). Those who are concerned with issues
involving L2 reading have looked for insights from the well-established first language
theories and research. However, whether reading in L1 and 1.2 are similar still remains
a controversial issue. ' '

Goodman (1971) claims that learning to read a secotid language should be easier
for those who are already literate in their first language because for all langnages, no
matter how different they are, the process of reading is siiilar. However, Coady
(1979) emphasizes the dissimilarity of learning to read in L1 and 1.2. "First, there is the
obvious need to learn the target language and avoid the pitfalls' of the native language"
(Coady, 1979, p. 12). |

Clarke (1979) claims that language competence has a powerful effect on the
reader; the good L1 reader's advantage over the poor L1 reader can be reduced when
their performances in the second language are compared. The finding that "limited
command of the language produces a short-circuit effect on good readers, forcing them
to revert to poor réader's strategies” (Clarke, 1979, p. 121), supports Coady's statement

“about the differences in reading L1 and L2 and thus emphaazes the 1mp0rtance of
strengthening ESL readers' good reading skills. Yorio (1971) uses Goodman's basic
assurnptions about the nature of the reading process to derive four factors 1n_volved in
reading: (1) knowledge of the language (the code); (2) ability to predict or guess in order
‘to make the correct choices; (3) ability to remember the previous cues; and (4) ability to
make the necessary associations between the different selecied cues. When reading in a
foreign language, these factors can cause problems for readers. Specifically, (1) the
reader’s knowledge of the foreign language differs from that of a native speaker; (2) the
guessing or predicting ability is hampered by the imperfect knowledge of the language;
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(3) the wrong or uncertain choices of cues make meaningful association difficult; (4)

memory span is shortened because of unfamiliarity with the mat_érial_, thus making the

'-recdllection of previous cues difficult; and (5) at all levels and at all times, there is
_interfefence from one's native language (Yorio, 1971). All these factors that relate to
linguistic cbmpetence put L2 readers at a disadvantage in reading.

Barnett (1989) also points out three basic differences between L1 and L2
reading. First, most L2 readers do not have a sound phonological system in the target
language as L1 readers do. This deficiency means.that L2 readers may have difficulty in
encoding text into their internal speech as described in the bottom-up model of L1
reading. Second, many L2 readers are already literate in L1 and their L1 reading
strategies, linguistic knowledge, and topical and formal schemata are generally highly
developed. However, some interference from the native language may exist in L2
reading. The third difference between L1 and L2 reading pointed out by Barnett (1989)
is the cultural differences which can make the activation of appropriate schemata
difficult. For example, Steffensen, Joag-dev and ‘Anderson's (1979) study of American
and Indian readers reading about weddings of the two cultures found that readers

produced more culturally-based distortions when reading the passage about a foreign

wedding. A more recent study by Pritchard (1990) also supported the claim that cultural
schemata influenced readers' processing strategies and level of comprehension achieved.
This schema theory will be reviewed more extensively later in this chapter.

Most 1.2 theorists regard the reading process as primarily reader-based or

conceptually driven, ie., they believe that readers' purposes, cognitive skills, lénguage_

proficiency, strategies, background knowledge, and schemata contribute more to

comprehension than do graphic, syntactic and semantic symbols of the text itself

" (Bernhardt, 1986; Carrell, 1988). Following in part the discussion of component skills
L1 reading research, the following discussion of L2 research includes bottom-up and
- automaticity studies, schema studies, research in metacognitive awareness and L2
reading ability, and finally psycholinguistic perspecﬁves and their applications in L2
reading.

2.1 Bottom-up and Automaticity

Some studies have been conducted to see whether second language readers rely
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‘heavily on contextual information or use a strictly bottom-up approach to reading.
Oller's (1972) study using eye movement photography suggests that non-native
speakers of English are more attentive to graphic information than are native speakers,
which suggests that bottom-up processing is employed more by non-native than native
speakers. Macnamara's (1970) and Hosenfeld's (1977) studies also show that second
language readers appear to have more difficulty in using contextual information in
reading. Haynes' (1984) finding that graphemic analysis of words is an important basis
for ESL students in processing the unknown words also supports the important role of
bottom-up processing for L2 readers. Although the results from all the above studies
suggest that bottom-up processing of words plays a major role in L2 reading, we need
to Iook at how proficiency in 1.2 affects this processing.

One common result found in many L2 reading research studies does reflect that
less proficient readers -appear to be word-bound in reading (Grabe, 1991; Sprenger,
1975). According to the psycholinguistic model of reading, this word-for-word reading
phenomenon is regarded as evidence of slow sampling and incompetent guessing on the
reader’s part (GOOdman, 1985). However, other views of this learner problem argue
that poor' readers are word-bound because they have not mastered bottom-up processing
yet (Eskey, 1988; Grabe, 1991; McLaughlin, 1990; Segalowitz, 1991). The importance
of automatic word-recognition has therefore been emphasized as a solution to some
reading problems in L2.

2.2 Schema Theory

Describing how prior knowledge is used in higher;level comprehension, schema
theory is probably the most thoroughly explored theory in L2 reading research (Barnett,
1989). It has rec'ehtly become a major focus for researching the problems ESL readers
may confront (Carrell, 1987; Malik, 1990; Pritchard, 1990: Steffensen, Joag-dev &
Anderson, 1979). As discussed earlier, schema-based theory argues that readers
process print by using prior knowledge of the world to producé representations of
anticipated meaning. The knowledge and representation readers bring to their readiﬁg of
text may either aid or impede comprehension depending on how closely the readers'
experience maiches the writers'. Of the two documented types' of schemata, Carrell
(1987) found that content schemata affected reading comprehension to a greater extent
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than formal schemata.
2.2.1 Content Schemata

Researchers investigating the influence of readers' content schemata on
comprehension tend to agree that L2 readers with appropriate background knowledge of
the passage understand and recall more of the passage than subjects with less
background knowledge (Adams, 1982; Floyd & Carrell, 1987; Johnson, 1982; Lee,
1986; Omaggio, 1979).

Hudson's (1982) research on L2 reading schema theory has shown that a high
degree of background knowledge can overcome linguistic deficiencies. For example, in
trying to provide information on the possible application of L1 schema theory to the
non-linguistic clements of L2 reading, Hudson claims that while there may be a short-
circuit in the application of good reading skills, there will not be a short-circuit in the
processing ofrn"leanjng. This is because "the comprehended meaning of a message is
fundamentally dependent upon a reader's knowledge of the world and analysis of the
text, in addition to his/her use of the local linguistic characteristics of the message"
(Hudson, 1982, p. 7). Hudson's statement attributes many reading problems to the lack
of background knowledge rather than to the lack of linguistic skills.

Walker (1981), however, points out that linguistic knowledge of spelling or the
phonological system of English, as well as of the semantic and grammatical systems
also helps ESL readers scarch for meaning in the text. This concept has reminded
researchers to look at the formal structure of the target langnage.

2.2.2 Formal Schemata

Carrell's (1984) study of advanced ESL students' reading processes shows that
formal schemata affect comprehension in at least two ways. First, texts with tight
organization of compare-contrast, cause-effect and problem-solution appear to be easier
for later retrieval of text content than descriptive texts that are loosely organized around a
series of facts. Second, as texts of different cultures have reflected different rhetorical
thinking patterns, ESL readers' comprehension and recall of text have been found to be
facilitated by arhetorical pattern that is similar to-that of their native language. Carrell
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(1988) has thus argued that lack of schema activation is one major source of processing
difficulty for second language readers. It is also claimed by Carrell (1985) that explicit
training in recognizing and analyzing text organization can improve the quality and
quantity of information recalled. In a study that explores the interaction of text and
reader schemata, Carrell (1987) concludes that unfamiliar content caunses L2 readers
more difficulties than does unfamiliar form. However, in the same study, rhetorical
form proves to be more important than content in the comprehension of event
sequences. It appears that form, content and culture play different roles in text
comprehension.

2.3 Metacognitive Awareness and 1.2 Reading

To account for the inherent knowledge of the monitoring and repair strategies
available to readers when they read, Casanave (1988) suggests the possibility of adding
to existing schema theory a third type, strategy schema. Studies that train students to
use reading strategies have found that L2 readers provided with reading strategies are
able to automatize their higher-level processing skills to a greater extent than untrained
readers. Readers trained to use strategies in reading have also been found to use their
cognitive resources more efficiently and therefore comprehend better (Barnett, 1988;
Kern, 1988).

Other studies that look at how readers' metacogaitive awareness correlates with
reading comprehension have found that readers' perceptions of their cognitive strategies
have predictive power for their comprehension (Devine, 1984; Padron, Knight &
Waxman, 1986). These research studies undertaken to explore the role of metacognitive
awareness echo the importance of strategies claimed by psycholinguistics. They also
have clear pedagogical implications for L2 reading instruction.

2.4 Psycholinguistic Perspectives

Applying Goodman's (1970} and Smith's (1982) L1 psycholinguistic models to
ESL reading, Coady's (1979) model of L2 reading is the most commonly cited one in
L2 reading literature (Bernhardt, 1991). Coady postulates that comprehension is the
result of the interaction of conceptual abilities, background knowledge and processing
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strategies. In describing ESL students' reading models, Coady (1979) lists six process

 strategics pertinent to reading: (1) grapheme-morphophoneme correspondences, (2)

syllable-morpheme information, (3) syntactic information (deep and surface), (4) lexical
‘meaning and contextual meaning, (5) cognitive strategies, and (6) affective mobilizers.
‘According to this model, a typical L2 reader acquires the skills of reading by attending to
more concrete process strategies such as phoneme-grapheme correspondences and word
meaning, and gradually learning to take advantage of more abstract strategies such as
_syntax and context as they become more advanced (Coady, 1979),(See Figure 1.)

Beginning Readers Advanced Readers
Grapheme-phoneme |

‘Grapheme-morphophoneme
Syllable-morpheme

Syntax . : \__
Lexical meaning _ ' \—
Contextual meaning '

Relative change in use of process strategies over time is presented from left to right,

e.g., beginning to advanced reader.
Figure 1. Coady's (1979) Model of Process Strategies

Coady (1979) also suggests that readers shift processing strategies to match
different types of texts or to achieve different reading goals. Readers also have the
capacity to decide which combination of skills is the most effective in a specific text.

Support for this model can be found in Cziko's (1980) study of oral reading
errors of native and non-native speakers of French. Cziko found that both native French
speakers and advanced students of French as a second language used an interactive
strategy of drawing on both orthographic and contextual information in reading French,
while students with less advanced competence in French did not use contextual
information to the same extent and relied primarily on graphic information.

But for Chinese ESL readers, Field (1985) has proposed a different model of
reading (Figure 2). Her observations of Chinese ESL readers in China lead her to the
conclusion that Chinese students have particular difficulty in using those more abstract
strategies, even when they have gained a certain mastery over the English language.
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Field's model in Figure 2 shows that syllable-morpheme decoding strategies are used
most frequently by intermediate and advanced Chinese readers, while contextual
meaning is the least used. This suggests that Chinese students are more-sound-centered
and word-centered in reading, rather than meaning centered. This model also suggests
that decoding strategies used by Chinese readers focus on details rather than overall
comprehension, Field's model of Chinese ESL students’ process strategies, therefore,
suggests why reading in English is difficult and comprehension is low for the students
she encountered in China.
Beginning Reader Intermediate/Advanced
Reader

Grapheme-phoneme
Grapheme-morphophoneme
Syllable-morpheme

Syntax ¥
Lexical meaning ___——/ &

Contextual meaning

Figure 2. Field's (1985) Model of Chinese Students' Process Strategies

These psycholinguistic studies of L2 readers have coniributed to the current
interest in individual reader's use of strategies to tackle text (Barnett, 1989). However,
the question of whether these strategies transfer from one language to another has yet to
be answered. Researchers are equally divided in this respect. Those who argue that
language proficiency determines reading skills consider expertise in sampling graphic,
syntactic, and semantic information from the text as essential to efficient top-down
reading (Clarke, 1979; Cziko, 1980; Devine, 1981; MacNamara, 1970). The most
commonly quoted research in this line of thought is Clarke's (1979) "short-circuit
hypothesis.” Analyzing ESL students' oral miscues, Clarke found evidence of a
language competence ceiling which impeded good L1 readers' attempts to use good
reading strategies in L2. This result has been supported by Laufer and Sim (1982,
1985).

Other researchers, however, argue that reading in L2 depends crucially upon the
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reading ability in one's L1 rather than upon L2 proficiency (Coady, 1979; Hudson,
1982)... According to. these researchers, poor L2 readers are either poor L1 readers or
those who fail to transfer L1 skills to L2 reading. Coady and Hudson consider high-
level processing skills as having the capacity of being transferred. To them, the
linguistic ceiling may be only one determinant of reading comprehension. Stronger
evidence of L1 skill transfer is found in advanced L2 readers who use L1 strategies
(Benedetto, 1984; Hanptman, 1979; Sarig, 1987). Hauptman (1979) states that the
English-speaking French students in his study used similar strategies in first and second
language reading, including the ability and inability to use global cues, the willingness
or reluctance to take chances, and the ease or difficulty in processing semantic

information.
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Ancient Indian Poetics: A Brief Survey

“ Anjan' K. Nath*

Abstraét |

The basis and source of inspiration of most Indian literatures lie in Sanskrit

" literature dating back to antiquity in the works of-the grammarian Yaska (c.4 BC) and

the dramatist, théorist Bharata (c.2BC-2AD);whose treatise on dramaturgy, the
Natyasastra, elaborates on the techniques of the theatre, dealing with libretto, stage
effects, music, dance, and histricnics. Several schools of thought developed following
the discussions of Bharata and theoretical criticism of the arts became a discipline in its
- “owal right much the same as it is today in Westem literary circles in the wake of the
theories of Ludwig Wittgenstein, the Philosophical school of language, and Linguistics
(the scientific study of language). In the présent paper I have endeavoured to cover the
'ino'st“prbniinent "schc}bls of thought in Sanskrit li_teraturé and have given general.
- descriptions of their major critical constructs. Some detail of the Rasa school and the
concept of the rasika has been entered into-as this concept pervades Indian literature to
this day Compariséns with' western literature hias been kept to only a mention at

* certain places simply to draw out the similarities, which'may be obvious to those

-acquainfed with the subject. The paper concludes by noting that Indian literary-

criticism and critical theory has tended towards being constructivé where the main - :

purpose is the universalization of all literaftires through the proper use of Jlanguage.

This uriversalization of langiage and experience could lead the aesthete--the man with

an eduicated imagination—to a state of super-mundane-bliss.” Thus Indian poetics is

moré’ inclined’ towards the philosophical and my's.tical rather than towards the &
. neurologlcal and synaesthetical .

Indian litérary tradition is represented and engendered by Sanskrit literature wh1ch
in turn served as a fountain-head for other literatures within the country, The study of
poetics as a discipline occupied a status of its own though there is little material in the

_ancient literature that could enable us to trace the origin of poetics to a very remote

* Department of Foreign Languages:and Literature, Tunghai :Uﬁiversity. . D
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antiquity. Rajashekhara (c 900-925 AD) in the Kavya-mimansa gives an account of the
divine origin of poetics saying that the " spmt of poetry" (Kavyapurusa), born of the
goddess of learning Saraswati, was set by the Self-existent Being in order to spread the
study of poetics. The frequent, dexterous, imaginatively appropriate, and numerous
use of figures of speech in the Rig Veda and the critical awareness that the hymns of the
Rig Veda in general, and the hymns to Vak in particular, show, can be taken as the basis
for the assumption that poetics had, at least in its elementary form, already developed in
the Vedic.period. In the Chandogya Upanishad, in his conversation with Sanata
Kumar, Narada enumerates the subjecis he has already mastered and mentions metrics
ie., the study of metrical forms and their suitability for different types of conceptual
conients as one of the subjects. This shows that during the Upanishadic period certain
branches of poetics had acquired the status of a subject to be studied in its own right. In
the Bhagavata Gita too, Krishna, when identifying himself with the best and the noblest
things in the universe, says that among the metrical forms in general is the form known
as gayatri. And inthe Sama Veda the metrical form called vritti is made use of among
the other metrical forms. These are evidence enough to theorize that during the Epic
period certain aspects of poetics had developed to such an extent as to lead to a
comparative and analytical study of metrical forms. However, no books are available on
the basis of which it could be definitely established as to which particular kind of poetics
was considered acceptable during the Vedic, Upanishadic, and Epic ages.
Bharata(c.2BC-2AD) is the first Indian theorist whose writings on poetics are available.
The present paper has, therefore, to begin like most other writings on the subject with
the theoretical constructs as postulated by Bharata and the later theorists.1

The Poetic Sitzation: Sanskrit aesthetic theories grew out of dramaturgy after
Bharata's Natyasastra which is a treatise on the techniques of the theatre dealing with
libretto, stage effects, music, dance, and histrionics. The discussion of the liberetto in
the sixteenth chapter forms the basis of poetics, though the earliest discussions on
poetics begins with the grammarian Yaska(c.4 BC), where the subject tended to be
treated as part of the enquiry into the nature of language. Though dramaturgy and

1 While déaling with the different schools of thought, it has not been possible to include
all the writers and commentators who have written on the various theories, nor have
the writers mentioned dealt with chronologically.
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poetics bave tended to be considered separately -- dramaturgy being known as

.natyasaétra (the study of drama) and poetics as Kavyakriyakalpa {technique of

composition of kavya (poetry)}, but now called alamkarasastra on account of the
alamkaras (figures of speech), regarded by some critics as the essential characteristic of
poetry -- Bharata uses the term kavi (poet) for both poet and dramatist. He maintains
that the soul of the creation, whether it be drama or poem, is the aesthetic "art emotion”,
rasa. .
In the Rig Veda the term rasa is generally used in the sense of the juice of the soma
plant, but during the Upanishadic period its meaning changed to 'essence' and hence to
the highest taste or experience accompanied by joy.. In the writings on Indian poetics it
is generally understood as the super-mundane bliss experienced during the realisation of
"self-luminious consciousness”arising from the contemplation of the divine. Jagannatha
(1620-1665 AD) in his Rasagangadhara believes that the Vedas also contained germs of
the theory of rasa, though how far this is tenable is a moot point. It, however, cannot
be ignored that the Vedic poets had developed a keen sense of appreciation and love for
poetry. The Vedic Aryans had a large number of gods and goddesses in their pantheon
"and whatever they wrote or composed about their reigious beliefs and conceptions of
these gods and goddesses were shrouded, according to the ancient customs, in symbols,
similaes, parables, and allegories” (Nath, Rig Veda Summary xiv). The ancients who
were not impressed by anything dissociated from the religious always tried to put every
situation into a religious context.

Nations have established and do employ symbols --some obscure, some

more intelligible, in order to lead the understanding into things Divine. In

the same, you must hear the stories about the gods and receive them from

such as interpret myths in a reverent and philosophical spirit. (Pluttarch)
The rich poetry, the imaginative illusiration, and the elevated thought of the Rig Veda
and the Upanishads give evidence to the possibility of the awareness of the literary sense
of the Vedic poets.

N. Subramaniam commented, though erroneously, that criticism is totally

unknown to the Sanskrit tradition: : _

There is warm approval, cold rejection, cynial sarcasm, verbal

browbeating... commentators indulging with great gusto in mutual hair-
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‘splitting, but ho criticism as such.. All texts are sacted. - Commentators .
cut each othier's throats,: but all' of them in: a heap fall at the feet.of the .
anonymous authofs of the sacred texts. ("Art and Criticism") ..., -,
Subramanium, of course, wias thinking:in terms of typical Western criticism in: the,
tradition of Aristotle and Cicero, when he made comments like:"The extarit:Sanskrit -
literature is stereotyped and convention-bound; its authors and patrons loek:upon the:
mere verbal jingle as a serious literary virtue." This in a way reflects Cicero's own
rebuttal of Socrates for trying to separate wisdom-and.eloquence: "Hernce arose a
distinction between the tongue and the heart, a distinction entirely absurd, useless and ,
reprehensible; as if some would teach us to be wise, and ‘others would -make us
eloquent"(De Oratore 1l. 32)." ' We may say that the spirit.of ancient Indian criticism
(and modern Western stylistics) is Socratic in this respect --if for "heart” we read-values,
attitudes, motives, choice, preference, commitments and for “"tongune”, speech,
literature, the artifact, "the poem itself" (Dotioghue; The Ordinary Universe 16). .
“The Concept of Rasika: The word: in Sanskrit which comes closést:to the.
Western concept of a 'critic' is sahrdya. Sahryda literally means being of the same or
similar heart, i.e., of the same heart as that of the artist. It now has the connotation of.a
connoisseur, and where the emphasis is on 'heart' (hrdya). A sahrdya is generally one.
~who has a refined and cultivated literary tasté and who is capable of intense feeling-and
thereby through his criticism,; ¢communicates the pleasure he derives from a work of art..
Just as a good artist is one who embodies his feelings and emotions.in .an "’bbjective
correlative", 4 satirdya is one who experienees.the saiie emotion through the objective
correlative. And as Viswaratha: (¢ 1300-1380 AD) observes-in his Sahitya-Darpana:
"While grammiarians-and philosophers can grasp the: meaning -of individual words, it is
only a ‘s&hi‘dyaWh‘o cail ecognise the -suggested meaning of words and appreciate
poetry in its fullnéss" (261).° He is an "experiencer” of the work of art; he recréates in
himself and comunicates to the reader the. original aesthetic pleasure and hence;
“@esthetic judgement becomes, more or less, the work of art itself. e
Besides the sahrdya, there is the intellectual critie, the dosagna and the gunagna
who point out the blemishes (dosas) and the finer gualities (gunas).ina literary:text: , The.
esséntial differenice betiéen thése categories of critics is that the lattertwo are essentially
pe‘d&}gbgi‘c‘iifl'théifr' approach (govémeéd by the:'tongue’)while the former, the sahrdya,
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experiences the rasa, the essence of the work of art, and is known as a Rasika -- or

connoisseur. The concept of the rasika in Indian poetics is much the same as the

concept of the critic in the Western tradition of literary scholarship and the analogy is
applied towards the interpretation of a work of art, where the aesthetic creation is
savoured in a mood of relish and which in turn leads {o super-mundane bliss
(brahmananda) similar to that arising from the contemplation of the divine.

The Rasa School: Bharata's Natyasastra, a treatise on dramaturgy, forms the
nucleus for most of the speculations in Indian poetics and, as it was noted earlier, he
makes no distinction between poet and dramatist maintaining that in both, drama and
poetry, "the soul of the creation remains the acsthetic emotion, rasa" (Chaitanya,
Sanskrit Poetics I)Q In order to understand how rasa operates, it is necessary to look
into the constituent parts that go into creating it. Krishna Chaitanya, in his Sanskrit
Poetics defines rasa as the process "when the vibhavas, anubhavas, and the vyabhichari-
bhavas combine to awaken the sthayi-bhava, the awakened sthayibhava finally develops
into rasa” (2). Here the sthayibhava may be defined as those significant emotions or
rather, the primordial, elemental, basic, everlasting emotions which are relevant to an
aesthete. The sthayibhava is not activated emotion, but the dormant sentiment which can
be aroused by appropriate stimuli. Thus, if we take the erotic sentiment as the
sthayibhava, 2 woman and the spring season may operate as the bibhavas i.e., the prime
stimuli which activate it, the anubhavas are the woman's suggestive or responsive
*glances and gestures, the vyabhicharibhavas are the transient feelings, joy in proximity,
melancholy in separation, hopes or misgivings about winning -~ all of which are
genetically related to the basic emotive orientation (3).

The bibhavas are classified under two heads -- the alambana and the uddipana.
The alambana is the focal point for the arousal of emotion, as the woman in the above
example, and the uddipana is the enhancing stimuius or accessory circumstances like the
spring season, the environment etc., which go towards the heightening of the primary
focus. The anubhavas, i.e, the ensuants are also divided into two parts -- the simple and
voluntary behaviour like the glances and gestures, and the involuntary expressions
(satvika bhavas) like the blush, tears, perspiration etc.. The vyabhichari(sanchari)
bhavas are the concommitant or transient, ancillary emotions and where these ancillary
emotions create subsidary or concommitant desires. "Thus, in love, joy in union and
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anxiety in separation are ancillary emotions. They are determined in their feehng-tone
by the basic emotion and in turn reinforce it" (13).

Bharata mentions eight rasas: the erotic (sringara); the heroic (veer) ; the furious

(raudra); the disgustful (vibhatsa); the comic (hasya); the marvellous (adbhut); the

. pathetic (karuna); the terrible (bhyanak). Most of the commentators on-the Natyasastra
like Lollata, and Udbhatta adhere to the principles as laid down by Bharata and maintain
the number of rasas as basically eight. A few others, however, lay more stress on a
particular rasa. Bhoja stresses on love (sringara), whereas Bhavabhuti gives more
prominence to pathos (karuna) and Narayan Pandit considers wonder (adbhut) to be of
the highest 'importancc. Inspired by the revival of the Krishna cult, Rupa Goswami (16
AD) described devotion (bhakti) as the supreme rasa. Goswami expounded his theory
in the Bhaktirasamrtasindhu and Ujjvalanilamani and put them into practice in his plays
(based on the life of Krishna) which were designed to excite devotion to Krishna (the
chief "excitant” of emotion). Rudrata (9 AD) includes love (preya or watsalya) with
reference to affection, inclusive of paternal, filial, and brotherly love in his
Kavyalamkara. The basic emotion for it is affection (sneha). This theory, however,
does not seem to have been widely accepted. Abhinavagupta (c.950-960 AD) mentions
serenity (santa) as a rasa with calmness (sama) as the basic emotion and Udbhatta (c.8
AD) and the Jain text Amgyogadvara Sutra (c.300 AD) also mention the santa rasa along
with the shameful (velanaa).

Serenity (santa) is the rasa of the realisation of the self (faftvajnana) corresponding
to liberation (moksha). This realisation of the self is much the same as the concept of
anatta in the Pudgalavadin (personalist) controversy within Birddhism which seeks to
deny the self in the quest for attaining Nirvana. The true self within is considered to be
at one with the Paramatman of the universe, where the primary stimulus (alambana
bibhava) for the experience of serenity is the Paramatman (or Brahman) and the
accessory circumstances (uddipana bibhava) is the universe. Parallels of this view can
be found in Western Catholic theism and the Schoppenhaeurian model for the tragic
vision, as well, but perhaps the most illustrative example for our purpose here would be
Ludwig Wittgenstein's arguments against the Cartesian model of the self. He claims
that the use of the "T" as subject creates the illusion of something bodiless inhabiting the
body and that the rature of the "misleading Cartesian model” is that the mind consisis of
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internal thoughts, feelings, sense impressions, etc., behind which lies the "I".
_Confronted with this notion of the self as some kind of unitary principle behind
sensations or successive perceptions binding them together, he is led to conclude that
there is no such thing as the self and that there is simply a bundle of sensations. The
realisation of the "no-self” leads to an identification with the absolute and the state of
such a realisation may be termed as Nirvana.

Whether it is the Natyasastra of Bharata, the Kavyadarsa of Dandin, or the
Dasarupaka of Dhananjaya, what strikes one accustomed to the Aristotelian tradition of
poetics is the apparent banality with which tragedy is regarded, except perhaps for
Bhavabhuti who considered pathos (karuna) as the basic, elemental rasa. This is in
sharp contrast with the ethos of Greek drama that pervades most of European literature.
The catharsis of Aristotle finds no place in Sanskrit poetics and the concept of pity
(karuna) and fear (bhayanak) in terms of which catharsis is to be understood account for
only two of the rasas postulated by Indian theorists. The other instinctual emotions, as
recognised by Sigmund Freud and later psychologists, and which formed the basis for
the realisation of the remaining rasas were not considered by Aristotle or his followers to
be as important as pity and fear. Aristotle identified those two emotions which were
significant from the point of view of tragic dramas; the rasa theorists in India tried to
identify all the instinctual emotions which were relevant to the creation of a state of bliss
in the mind of a rasika.

The concept of tragedy was not so much of a taboo to the Indian poets, as some
irmagine it to be, as it was a part of a literary tradition where the function of literature was
primarily to delight -- to lead the self to a state of bliss (ananda). Moreover, according to
" the Vedic concept, the soul of an initiate never dies. Even after the life-force leaves his
mortal frame, the spirit continues to function as in life directing and guiding the
machinery of the universe (Rigveda 1-110.4; Chandogya-Upanishad-XV1I1-12.3); he is
a bhumaa purusha (universal spirit) in life as well as in death. "The Vedic vision of life
was basically a poetic vision" (Nath, "Disposal of the Dead -A Vedic Prescription”14)
and the reference to the soul as enjoying the rasa of experience (rasena triptah) is the
germinal beginning which ultimately evolved into the magnificient structure of Vysa's
thought as evident from the Bhagavata. Even Kalidasa could not break the bounds of
tradition. He had to call in the supernatural and put in a seventh act to make Shakuntala
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and Dushyanta live happily ever afterwards. Thus Shakuntala, which could have been
the greatest tragedy in Sanskrit literature, falis short of the expectation of those who fail
to understand the philosophy of rasa and are wont to consider catharsis as the only
enobling and purifying experience.

.The Alamkara School: Bhama, Udbhatta, Dandin, Rudrata, and
Pratiharenduraja are the main representatives of the Alamkara school. According to this
school of thought, the most essential element of poerty is alamkara (figures of speech),
but none of the advocates of the theory refer to it as the soul of poetry even though they
lay great emphasis on this aspect. In the Kavyalamkara, Bhamaha says that poetry's
adornments like rupakas (metaphors)are used by poets in different ways and adds that a
poem loses its charm if it is stripped of its embellishment. Bhamaha makes a disinction
between ordinary language and the language of poetry (c.f LA. Richards's "referential®
and "emotive" use of language as outined in his Principles of Criticism ) and extends his
concept of alamkara beyond mere figures of speech, He recognises the principles of rasa
but does not give it much importance. His attitude may be seen as the reconeiling of the
two opposing schools of thought - the rasa school and the linguistic school -- when he
talks of the unity of sound and sense (sabdharthau sahitaukavyam).

Udbatta was a follower of two opposing schools represented by Bhamaha and
Bharata. He begins his Kavyalamkarasarasamgraha with the treatment of alamkaras
and, like Bhamaha, includes the discussion of rasas under alamkaras. The alamkaras
are generally used for enhancing the poetic charm and this charm may relate to the
emotions or to the expression. The function of the alamkaras, therefore, 18, primarily to
add to the heightening of poetic sensibility and secondarily, to render the expression
candid and effective. In the figures rasavar (succulent), preyas (agreeable), urjasvi
(mighty), and samahita (composed) different feelings, emotions and sentiments are
made to function as alamkaras. According to Udbhatta, the figures of sense, like
metaphor, simile etc. are integral parts of poetical qualities like sweetness and clarity of
expression ("melody and diction").

The Vakrokti School: While classifying the different types of kavya (poetry),
Bhamaha says that the sub-division of poetry are admissable to the larger category of
kavya in so far as they possess vakrokti, where vakrokti is ingenious or quaint utterance
and stresses that vakrokti is desirable for the purpose of adorning poetic speech.
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Bhamaha regards vakrokti not as an atamkara but as a characteristic mode of expression

_ which underlies all alamkaras and which forms an essential element of poetry itself --

whose meaning can be manifested by vakrokti alone, where vakrokti is an act of
transcending the commonplace. Bhamaha also talks of azisayokti, a term employed to
indicate over-semanticisation and not synonymous with vakrokti.

Bhamaha's concept of vakrokti was adopted by Kuntaka (c. 1050 AD), the
founder of the Vakrokti school, who developed its implications fully in his
Vakroktijivita. He takes the term vakrokti? as the distinguishing characteristic of all
poetic figures (alamkara-samayana -laksana) and employs it to denote the selection of
words and turning of ideas. Thus vakrokti refers to those ingenious utterances which,
because of the poet's imagination, acquire a strikingness of expression which is not
characteristic of the matter-of-fact day-to-aay use of language. Kuntaka takes a much
wider view of the concept of vakrokti as postulated by Bhamaha and includes six types
under his scheme: phonological ingenuity; ingenuity concerned with the stem-form of
words; ingenuity in the use of affixes; ingenuiity in the use of sentences; ingenuity in the
arrangement of incidents; ingenuity of total design. Of these, the first four explain the
alamkaras in general while the last two are further additions. '

Dandin, however, maintains a different stand. He argues that if poetic expression
invariably means figurative expression, the vakrata (deviation) implied in vakrokti
cannot be laid down as the invariant characteristic of poetic figures for it is absent in
avabhavokti (natural expression) which he insists is a genuine poetic figure. He
discards the term vakrokti in favour of another of Bhamaha's terms, atisayokti (over
semanticisation), and makes it clear that he is using the term in a deeper and broader
sense in order to include poetic modality basic to all figures of speech. In Western
stylistics, "deviation” as discussed by Hockett, Bloch, and Sapporta is similar to the
idea of vakrokti. In the West, however, faults (both, grammatical and metrical) are
permissable as part of the deviation, but to Indian theorists faultlessness is a prerequisite

to good poetic composition.
The Dhvani School: The concept of figurative poetry in Sanskrit literature

2 The term primarily was used to distinguish the accession of the evocative power by
language in poetic expression and only secondarily means embellished utterance if
the embellishement indicates additive elements like poetic figures.
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grew out of the Dhvanyaloka of Anandavardhana. It further developed in the Locana of
Abhinavagupta and Rasagangadhara of Jaganatha. In Western literature parallels of this
movement can be found in the imagist and symbolic poetry of Mallarme, Valery, Ezra
Pound, Y.B. Yeats, T.S. Eliot, and others. According to Anandavard_hana. and his
followers, suggestive poetry is the best; the Dhvani theory maintaining that dhvani is the
major consideration of poetry. o
The theory of dhvani arose by analogy by the theorists of the Alamkara school
who derived their ideas from the concept of sphota, where sphota is variously defined as
"expression”, "concept”, or "idea", but later on expanded its definition to include the
sounds of a word as a-whole and apart from those of its constituent letters.
The several expressed parts of a poem, they held, reveal the unexpressed
deeper sense, which is something singular and different from the
denotative and indicative elements both in order and in essense, and
which is termed the dhvani (literally, sound, echo, tone) or vyangya
artha (suggested sense) in poetry. (De, Sanskrit Poetics 143)
Anandavardhana, however, pointed out that the word dhvani is sometimes used for the
words and letters that reveal the sphota. From the concept of "expression”, the dhvani
theory seeks to take a grammatico-philosophical attitude towards the function of words
and their meaning.Thus the main concern is with the linguistic texture of words (sabda)
‘which are phonetic entities and their semantic meaning (artha). The theorists of this
school concede a resonance based on indication (lakshana-mula dhvani), but maintain
that it is the suggestive power of indication acting autonomously (Chaitanya 123).
Another aspect of language, purport (fatparya), is also brought into play in order to
denote suggestiod. Mamata enunciates the tatparya theory thus:
‘When the denotations of words are connected in accordance with
expectancy (adamksha), compatibility (yogyara), and proximity
(sannidhi), another sense arises, called purport, which has a distinct
form and which, though not constituting the sense of words, is yet the
sense of the sentence. (Chaitanya 123)
If the dhvani theorists shifted the focus of poetic significance from the expressed to the
suggested meaning, the expressed meaning' was still the factor connoting the suggestive
theaning. Suggestion, is then, but one potentiality of metaphor and simile. It is here
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that we find similarities between the vakrokti theory and the dhvani theory. Taking an
overall view, however, both the theories require that in poetry there must be lokttara-
vaicitrya (transcendental charm) which can be judged only by the man of taste.

The Riti School: Both Vamana and Dandin, recognised the presence of the two
types of suggested sense (rasa and vastu or matter-of-fact) and included them in their
' theories of Riti, which led Anandavardhana to comment that the exponents of the Riti
school had to propound the riti theory out of their failure to understand and explain the
dhvani theory (Kane, History of Sanskrit Poetics cliii).

Vamana (c.730-850 AD) was the chief exponent of the Riti school of thought. He
expostulated that riti is the essence of poetry and defined it as "a specified arrangement
of words, the term 'specified referring to distinction according to the qualities
possessed which are the cause of charm in.poetry, while the figures are ranged as things
which add to the charm" (Keith, History of Sanskrit Literature 381). He goes on to say
further that "kavya is appreciated because of embellishment” and "embellishment is
another name for charm” -- where the gunas (excellences) are the essential cause of
charm in poetry. The guna is defined as an essential characteristic of riti -- a
fermVamana employs in place of Dandin's marga. Riti being the essence of poetry, the
gunas represent those characteristics which create the beauty of poetry, a function which
is assigned by Dandin to both the gunas and the alamkaras.

Dandin, who used the term marga for riti, did not signifficantly mention riti as the
soul of poetry, but recognised the ten gunas as the vital elements of the vaidarbhi marga.
The gunas were also recognised by Bharata who' considered vriti (distinct characteristic
of style) as an addition to the concept of rasa. The definitions of the individual gunas
varied from writer to writer, but the principles remained essentially the same. The guna,
therefore, being the coping-stone of poetic expression

.. is described as nitya, implying that the alamkara is anitya (alien); the
guna is the dharma of riti, which is the soul (atman) of poetry, while the
alamkara is apparently the dharma of sabdha and artha. which constitute
its body .... the alamkara without the guna cannot by itself produce the
heauty of poetry, which the guna can do without the alamkara. (De,
Some Problems of Sanskrit Poetics 11)

The Aucitya School: The theory of Aucitya, or propriety in speech is one of
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the gunas given prominence by Ksemendra (c. 1030-1070 AD). He claims that
aucitya's presence is-desired in as many as twenty-eight places in a kavya -- word,
sentence, meaning of the composition, guna, and alamkara. In his
Aucityavicararacarca, he defines aucitya as the adaptation of parts of the verse to each
other and to the whole, i.e., to a certain poetic harmony. Anandavardhana held the view
that aucitya was an aid to the realisation of rasa, but Ksemendra maintained that the
presence of rasas contributes to aucitya or poetic harmony. He extended his theory so
as to include not only the alamkaras and gunas, but also the other elements of poetic
expression like word, sentence, poem, verb case, gender, number, etc.. He sought to’
make his theory comprehensive and all inclusive. He accepted the rasas and the theory
of dhvani, but did not consider vakrokti; his-view was that aucitya infuses life to rasa
through the proper choice of the different metres. The Aucitya school, though making a
significant contribution to the Alamkarashastra did not have many followers.

In the Sanskrit tradition there is reference to poetics as being the science of beauty
(saundarya sastra) where the synonyms for beauty are saundarya, charutva, chamatkara,
etc.. This concept, however, is not brought into prominence as it was an accepted norm
and part of a tradition where the theoreticians in their writings have pointed out that the
aim of art is not so much to teach as to delight, except for Mammata who held a view
similar to Sir Philip Sidney's, that delightful teaching is the end of poetry. Since the
stress is in the experience of rasa (art emotion) which may find expression through
structure, diction, figures of speech, etc., the concept of beauty and poetic action
become one. There is no appareent difference between appreciation and creation -- taste
must reproduce the work of art within itself in order to understand and judge it, and at
that moment agsthetic judgement becomes nothing more or less than creative art itsclf or,
in other words, the muse that resides in the poet and the critic is one and the same.

Croce also held the view that the nature of the poet and critic was the same, but felt
that the artist was a greater genius:

The critic will be a small genius: the artist a great genius. The one will
have the strength of ten, the other of a hundred. The former in order to
raise himself to the aesthetic attitude of the latter, will have need of his
assistance; but the nature of both must be the same. In order to judge of
Dante we must raise ourselves to his level, but in that moment of
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judgement and contemplation, our spirit is one with that of the poet and

in that moment we and-he are one-single thing . (The Essence of '

Aesthetic 44) |
Criticism cannot always be pleasant, it also need not be disparaging, but generally,
its tendencies are towards suggesting some form of value judgement. The attitude of
Sanskrit poetics, however, remains impartial and is definitely against equating beauty
with truth and truth with beauty. Indian art, while taking nature as its principle and
point of departure is never realistic in its aim. It is not 2 mirror to the world, but rather,
its aim is to create a new reality. Indian thought had managed a magnificient
programmatic ordering of human life by the definition of the four goals of men:

‘economic security (artha); the satisfaction of libidinal and aesthetic urges (kama); fmoral
living (dharma) whose prescription controlled the pursuit of the first two; the liberation
of the human spirit (moksha). The consurhmation of all these ends was a poetic relish
and, conversely, poetic experience could achieve the ultimate of all these goals through
its own modality (Chaitanya x). Thus art is formulated in terms of its own language and
has a separate and valid existence. In spite of its nonrealism, a quality of animism is
inherent in Indian art. Gods, heroes, and common men are clearly inhabited by spirit;
they possess a vital breath called prana which is contained in their images. Even those
which are purely mythical or monstrous boast of this inner vitality thereby adding to the
chamatkara and creating a concept of universalization, the realisation of which leads to
the super-mundane bliss of the sehrdya. Indian poetics, therefore, with its
‘preoccupation with aesthetics leads more towards the philosophical and mystical rather

than towards the neurological and the synaesthetical.
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Abstract

Long time since the seveénteenth century, criticism on' Volpone has been mainly
focused on the consistency of plot and characters within the frame of the play. Little is
mentioned concerning the relationship between Ben Jonson the person and his work.

As a matter of fact, through Volpone as an intermedijate, Ben Jonson's
relationship with his audience is peculiarly personal and direct. According to T.S. Eliot,
there is a transfusion of Ben Jonson's personality in most of his works. For one thing,
Ben Jonson is very fond of parties; for another, Ben Jonson believes in the moral
responsibility of a playwright to instruct his audience; and for the other, Ben Jonson
despises the opinion of his audience by calling them "the¢ beast." The purpose of this
critical trial is to discuss Ben Jonson's personality transfused in Volpone as eating motif
and animal imagery for moral instruction: man is animal.if_ given to insatiability.

. A nineteenth century critic, Edwin Whipp]é. describes Ben Jonson as a joint
prociuct of "English mind and English larder." - Jonas A. Barish observes that Ben Jonson
often imagines himself as a"'.host welcoming spectators to a banguet" while presenting
his plays. Robert Herrick, one of Ben Jonson's ﬁdmircrs in the seventeenth century, also
praises that Ben Jonson's verse is "lyric feast." Eating is indeed conspicuous in Jonson's
works, especially in Volpone. 1 will proceed my discussion bj/ analysing eating in

Tonson as a start, followed by an explication of the moral function of eating in Voipone.

Introduction

For nearly four centuries, Ben Jonson has been drawing attention from critics and

readers with his didacticism, arbitrariness, pugnacity, and -- his love of eating and
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drinking.' These charactistics in personality are all too easily to be dismissed as
jrrelevant when viewed respectively. As a matter of fact, they are found correlative
under the general heading of satiety in Jonson the person and his works and, vice versa.
T. S. Eliot when commenting on Ben Jonson indicates that: ". . . in order to enjoy him
[Jonson] at all, we must get to the center of his work and his temperament, and that we
must see him unbiased by time, as a contemporary” (15). It is Eliot's belief that a subtle
relation exists between Jonson the person and his works, and he goes on to persue that
"The creation of a work of art, we will say the creation of a character in a drama,
consists in the process of transfusion of the personality, or, in a deeper sense, the life of
the poet into the character” (21). Following T. S. Eliot's observation, this article aims
to explore the aforesaid correlation by expounding animal imagery and the idea of satiety
found both in Jonson the person and his works, which in turn present themselves in a
perfect convergence under Jonson's assumption of a didactic role as a playwright in
Volpone.

Eating in Jonson

Eating is indeed a very important motif in the English Renaissance. Yet, if one
paragon in the practice of eating motif has to be specified, Ben Jonson surely would
qualify to be ranked as one of the nominees. There is a culinary aura in his personality
that permeates most of his writings. Robert Adams indicates that eating is "given voice
throughout his work to a degree unparalleled” (483). Edward Whipple, a nineteenth
century critic, also comments that Jonson "seemed build up mentally as well as bodily,
out of beef and sack, mutton and Canary," and thus is a "joint product of English mind
and English larder" (Moulton 748). Alongside the line, Jonson's contemporary critic
William Drummond also observes that Jonson is very fond of parties and, "drink, . . . is
one of the elements in which he liveth" (Moulton 745). To further consolidate this
point, Robert Herrick's "Ode on Jonson" could be viewed as an examplary impression

on Jonson:

Ah Ben!
Say how, or when
Shall we thy guests



You Are What You Eat -- An Anatomy of Ben Jonson's Food-coated Didacticism in Volpone 167

Meet at those lyric feasts,
Made at Sun,
The Dog, the Triple Tun?
Where we such clusters had As made us ﬁobly wild, not mad;
And yet each verse of thine
Outdid the meat, outddid the frolic wine.
| My Ben!
Or come again,
Or send to us,
Thy wit's great overplus . . . .

(Moulton 749}

Here the analogy between verse (in its most general sense) and feast is envident as the
phrase "lyric feasts" would imply. Robert Herrick seems to suggest that the physical
pleasure of the palate can be metaphorically worked out by the spiritual delight in
reading Jonson's verse. In Discoveries, Jonson explains that in order to imitate the

ancient, a poet should:

feede with Appetite, and hath a Stomache to concoct, devide, and turn all

into nourishment. . . , to draw forth out of the best, and choidest flowers,
with the Bee and turn all into Honey, worke it into relish, and Savour; make
out Imitation sweet.

(gtd. in Clark 111)

© As the passage implies, imitation of the ancient has to be undertaken first through
reading, but Jonson does not prescribe memorization or internalization that would be
involved in actual practice; instead, he counteracfs the mental activity of imitation by the
action of eating: to "feede with an Appetite. . . and turn all into nourishment." Here
Jonson's own opinion is an affirmation sound enough for the metaphor of verse as feast
(including eating), whether it be the case of imitation or presentation.
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Laying so much emphasis of eatihg on Jonson from within as well as without
would cause misunderstanding to ascribe Jonson as a recipe writer. However, under
the general idea of feasting, there exists a sophisticated cuisine behind which the idea of
food and drink is attached to human nature such as love, praise, hospitality, greed, etc.
In "Song:to Celia," for example, the persona toas.ts the lady in the following manner:
"Drink to me only with thine eyes, . . . / Or leave a kiss but in a cup,/ And I'll not ask
for wine" (11.1-4). Here Jonson suggests that the physical intoxication brought by
"wine " could be equally derived by leaving” a kiss but in the cup." Wine and love are
thus dexterously consummated through the intermediation of the cup as a love bed.

Another-analogy of food and emotional experience is "Inviting a Friend to
Supper," in which Jonson tantalizes the acceptance of invitation by saying:".. . we'll
speak our minds amidst our meat" and drink wine "Of which, had Horace or Anacreon
tasted,/ Their lives, as do their lines, till now had lasted” (II. 23; 31-2). Through the
alliteration of "our mind" and "our meat" as well as the internal rhyme of "wine" and
"line", Ben Jonson has added not only hospitality, admiration for the ancient, but also
immortality into the feast. To view it more closely, the phrase "spcak[ihg] our mind
admist our meat" builds up the linkage between food and hospitality, where as wine and
immortalify are successfully related in the subjunctive mood assuming Horace's having

tasted the wine.

Still another poem no less evident in eating motif is "To Penshurst," nominally
dedicated to Sir Philip Sidney's family estate in Kent, but actually to Sidney himseif.
The theme -- gratitude in cordial praise — comes flushing out on the basis of the palate.
"The painted partridge lies in every fieldy/ And for thy mess is willing to be killed"
(11.27-8). And "gluttony", one of the seven deadly sins in christianity is openly
pfofessed when Jonson says: "Here no man tells my cups; nor, standingby,/ A Waiter
doth my-gluttony envy,/ But gives me what I call, and let me eat” (11.66-8). Together
the word " giuttony" and the bhrase "lets me eat" manifest a typical Jonsonian expression
of cordial praise through the extreme bpulence of food. Also worth noticing is Jonson's
manipulation of holiday mood. The lines, "Thy mount, to which the dryads do resort,/
Beneath the broad beech and the chestnut shade," build up a perfect setting for Jonson's
celebration of "high feast" (il. 9-11). Thus good wine, rich food, and holiday mood
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constitute Jonson's infatuation with the linkage between feasting and emotional

experiences -- sensuality in "To Celia"; hospitality in "Inviting a Friend to Supper”; and

gratitude in "To Penshurst".

In most of Jonson's plays, eating motif does not take up so great a proportion as
it does in his poems, however, its existence is always apparent. In Every Man in His
Humour , after old Edward Knowell has pointed out the unfavorable status of poetry in

the world's opinion, a dandy, young Knowell cries out:

Opinion? O let gross opinion

Sink and be damned as deep as Barathrum . . .
[poetry is now] poor and lame,

Patched up in remnants and old worn rags,
Half starved for want of her particular food, . . .
But view her in her glorious ornaments,
Attired in the majesty of art,

Set high in spirit with the precious faste

Of sweet philosophy, and which is most,
Crowned with rich tradition of a soul,

That hates to have her dignity profaned,

With any relish on an earthly thought;

Oh then how proud a presence doth she bear.
Then is she like herself, fit to be seen

Of none but grave and consecrated eyes.

(V.iii.213-33, underline mine}

In this passage, the readers witness again the dominance of eating motif. Jonson
indicates that the impoverished state of poetry is like a lady "half starved for want of her
particular food" (1.217). And the only way to restore her is through "precious taste of
philosophy," not "relish on an earthly thought" (11.221; 224). Eating in such a case
merges with Jonson's responsibility as a poet and appears in the form of a dietician's

prescription.
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Another example is in the opening scene of the same play. When Wellbred
invites young Edward Knowell to Florence for an exciting trip, he writes in his

invitation:

. . . come over to me, quickly, this morning: I have such a present for thee.
. .. One is a Rimer sir, o' your own batch, your own levin. . .. The other
-- I will not venter his description with you, till you come, because I would
ha'you make hether with an appetite .

(Lii. 80-7, underline mine)

Here, the word "appetite” excites not only young Edward's but also the audience's
curiosity. Later on, when approached by his cousin, Stephen, a country simpleton,
young Edward says something similar again:

What! my wise cossen! Nay, then, lie furnish our feast with one gull more,
to'ard the messe. He [Wellbred] writes to me of a brace, and here's one,
that's three: O, for a fourth!

(Liii. 70-3, underline mine)

"Appetite” and "feast” thus consistently echo with each other, leaving a conspicuous
trace of eating motif. Jonson seems to take so much delight as a host before the
complex net of humanity woven by various emotional experiences. Resonance of the
similar kind also appears in Robert Adams' comment that Jonson's characters are
defined "by their attitude to food and drink" (483). True, however, the readers should
never fail to notice that as a host, Jonson is not altogether that jovial: he laughs, drinks,
eats, and -- scolds! Take for example Bartholomew Fair in which Jonson portrays the
English low life in Smithfield, London. Ursula's booth of beer and roast pig Serves as
the key note of a roisterous eating rhapsody; everyone in the play comes to the fair with
more or less an intention to taste Ursula's roast pig. All walks of life in Jonson's day
are thus united on a bodily level -- eating and drinking. Jonson seéms_to suggest that
over-indulgence in food and drink tend to suffocate man's reason as Aliki Dick has also
pointed out most adequately:
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Everyone in the Fair tries by eating food or drinking to the point of
depersonalization to find out what he "lack.”" The excessive use of food and
wine causes them to be cheated easily. . . . Jonson laughs at them and
expects his audience to laugh with him in the hope that they will never

debase themselves so much.
(118, underline mine)

Using Aliki Dick's term "depersonalization" as a bridge, it 1s now proper to take a closer
look at how and to what extent Jonson has depersonalized his characters and, of course,

the implied readers.
Animal Imagery and Jonson's Assumption of a Didactic Role

Professor L. C. Knight, while discussing Ben Jonson's moral responsibility as 2
poet, reveals that since Jonson theorizes his intention to instruct the audience so often,
his theory has to be viewed as "something intrinsic and fundamental to his art" (Barish
87). Besides or along with eating motif, I suggest that animal imagery is also
"fundamental” to Jonson's art: H. A. Taine once observes that Jonson has "square jaw,
enormous cheeks . . . [which are] animal organs as much developed as his intellect”
(Moulton 749); Thomas Carlyle also reveals that there is "something of a lion" in
Jonson (Moulton 748); A nineteenth century critic, Edwin Whiple, describes Jonson as
havmg a vast animal force in old Ben's self-assertion” with which "he bullies posterity
as he bullies his contemporary” (Moulton 748). All these evidences would suffice to
give enough importance to the role that animal imagery has played in Jonson's works.
Indeed, the references of animal could be deciphered readily and complacently as food
itemns on Jonson's recipe. However, it would help to better understand Jonson if the two
elements are told apart. William Drummond has recorded a passage of Jonson's speech
in expressing his opinion on the essence of jokes: “In short, as vinegar is not accounted
good until the wine be corrupted, so jests that are true and natural seldom raise ]aughter
with the beast, the multitude” (Adams 389, underline mine). Apparently, the multitude
whom Jonson has labeled as "beast” is the audience. In order to make the "beast"
laugh, "true and natural jests" have to be reprocessed jlust as good vinegar comes only
after "wine be corrupted.” The juxtaposition of "vinegar and beast” and "food and
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audience” signals out a possibility where Jonson manipulates the animal imagery as not
only something to attract his aundience but a weapon to instruct them. It is worth
noticing that Jonson does not say "until the wine is corrupted”; instead, he says "until
the wine be corrupted.” In the case of the former, it is a natural process whereas in that
of the latter, it means a purposeful reprocessing.

For Jonson, comedies are never intended for pure entertainment or pastime only;
they are composed with a strong intention to enlighten the audience. As has been
reinforced by Jonson himself in Discoveries, the purpose of a comedy is "the same with
a tragedy, for they both delight and teach" (qgtd. in Adams 388). And he goes on to
pursue that comedy is :

Bitter and profitable, this instructs and would inform us; what need we know
anything, that are nobly born, more than a hoarce race or hunting match, our
day to break with citizens, and such innate mysteries.

(qtd. Adams 388)

"Bitter and profitable" thus denote for Jonson's ultimate concern with the "innate
mysteries," which found themselves a sinister playground in Volpone.

Volpone, a Perfect Convergence of Eating Motif, Animal Imagery, and
Didacticism.

Volpone is by common consent one of Jonson's most popular plays. Bernard
Beckerman, editor of Five Plays of the English Renaissance, observes that "of all
Jonson's plays, Volpone is easily the most popular and accessible" (90). As a
masterpiece, however, the comic power of Volpone cannot be complacently rooted on
its popularity as an entertainment. As Douglas Duncan has put it, Volpone succeeds "by
being funny and at the same time serfous, so that to explain [its] success one must be
able to connect the laughter and the thought [it] provoke[s]” (1). According to D. H.
Lawrence, besides mirth, the genuine greatness of Volpone consists in "the essential
function of [being] moral, not aesthetic, not decorative, not pastime, but moral” (Barish
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86). Truly indeed, in Jonson's own words, the purpose of Volpone is to "inform men

in the best reason of living" (Dedication, line 127). Using the moral rigor as a basis,

this section intends to explore the ideas of feasting and animality in the light of how
Jonson has manipulated them to convey his didactic purpose. Robert Adams once
observes that "people on his {Jonson's] stage are motivated by the desire to eat, . . .
when they are not actually eating, they talk about it" (483). In Celia's words, this
gluttony results from the fact that the characters, in their frenzy for fortune, put off
honor "bencath the basest circumstance,/ And modesty an exile made, for money"
(I1).vii.137-8)! Therefore, the eating list of Volpone is significant because it elucidates
the characters' bestial indiscrimination of what they eat. According to Edward
Partridge, the ultimate reach of the characters’ feeding is "man" preceded by eating
animals, "gold, hope, woman as a sexual object, and laughter" (153).  For Volpone,
gold is food.. In the rape scene, Volpone says: "Our drink shall be prepared gold and
amber" (IIL.vii.216). In Act one, scene two, hope is compared to a cherry drawn to the
legacy hunters' mouths and pulled back again when Volpone says that he "play[s] with
their hope, . . . [like] the cherry knock against their lips” (1.i.85-89). Another proof
likewise can be found when Volpone says that he has "milked" the legacy hunters'
expectation for three years (Lii.127). Woman as sexual object is also counted as food.
When Lady Politic goes to pay Volpone a visit, he cries out:

Now torment on me! Squire her in;
For she will enter, or dwell here forever. . .
that my laothing this
Will quite expel my appetite to the other [Celia].
(111.iii.25-29, underline mine)

The "appetite" above means sexual desire. In addition to the above, laughter is also
edible. "O, 'twill afford me a rare meal of laughter," says Volpone in Act five, scene
three when he intends to have Mosca report his death and inflict the legacy-hunters by
appointing Mosca as heir. Most shocking of all on the eating list is -- man. What has
been a warning in King Lear is actually practiced in Volpone -- "Humanity must
perforce to prey on itself,/ Like monsters of the deep” (IV.ii.49-50). Soon after the play
begins, Volpone says: "I wound no earth with plough-shares, fat no beasts/ To feed the
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shambles; have no mi'ls for iron,/ Oil, corn, or men, to grind them into powder" (1.1.34-
6). And is seconded by Mosca: "No, Sir, nor devour/ Soft prodigals. You shall have
some will swallow/ A melting heir . . . " (1i.41-3). For Volpone, man can be eaten to
increase fortune. Later in Act one, scene two, cannibalism is given another portrayal.
In the entertaining "play” (within the play), Androgyno sings to please his master that
the Puritans "devour flesh and sometimes one another" (Lii.44). Still another
reinforcement of cannibalism appears in Act two, scene one, where Volpone celebrates
his art of exploitation: "A diamond? plate? chequins? good morning's purchase./ Why,
this is better than rob churches, yet,/ Or fat, by eating once a month a man" (1.v.90-2,
underline mine). Volpone takes so much delight in eating human flesh tiil it finally
becomes not only the substance to fill his own void, but also the temptation to allure
others. For example, human body becomes the medicine to guarantee eternal beauty. In
the soap box harangue of Scoto (Volpone's impersonation), "Scoto" says that his
portion contains "human fat" (IL.ii.153). Besides medicine, human flesh is also
tranquilizer for Corvino when Mosca proposes to sell Voltore for "mummia” in order to
appease Corvino's fear that Voltore should be made the co-heir. Ca.nn'ibalism, as the
above evidences would show, is put into a wide ranging verbal exhibition. Most
adequate indeed is Harold Skulsky's comment on the shieer barbarism: "Only insanity or
a desperate urge to survive in time of famine could prompt somebody civilized to eat
people; that only a society that isn't civilized would tolerate or honor a custom of people
eating” (298). Therefore, eatirig motif in general, and cannibalism in specific could no
longer be taken as theatrical devices for exaggeration, but a warning (wrapped under
Jonson's didacticism) against the bestiality in humanity. The last but not the least food
item in my discussion is animal. It has to be pointed out that animal imagery carries an
aesthetic function besides being just a food item. When coaxing Celia to succumb,

Volpone says:

We will eat such at a meal. .

The heads of parrots, tongues of nightingales,
The brains of peacocks, and of ostriches,

Shall be our food: and, could we get the phoenix,
Though nature lost her kind, she were our dish.
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(TI1.vii.200-5)

Animals thus help to highten carnal desire and "stand[s] for the softest taste and
sensuality" (Enck 135).

Besides being as food, animals serve as the bridge for Jonson's implied
denunciation. There is theatrica! politics to be pointed out. The characters bearing animal
names seem to be quite at peace with the complacent audience ready for entertainment.
Yet, when the comedy intended as a feast proceeds, and the actors for the pursuit of
gold start to feed on one another like animals, the audience's safe identity with man is
immediately threatened, and the implication of animals changes from a comic device on a
nominal level to one of irritating denunciation. The legitimation of such an arguement
may be sustained by examining the complex collision of three factors: first, Jonson's
fondness for actual feasts; second, his imagination "as a host welcoming his spectators
to a banquet" when presenting his play (Barish 5); and third, his hostility against the
audience by calling them "the beast” (Adams 389). Jonson's intention is clear: if man
fails to perceive or "abuse" the quality --reason-- that makes him a man, he is but an
animal. Consequently, animal imagery plays more than a passive role of being just a
food item: it is still a weapon for the actors on stage to manipulate one another, and in a
broader way of implication - the means for Jonson to teach his audience. Take for
instance Celia and Bonario. Though not named after animals, they are nevertheless
named as beasts by the other characters. In the court scene, Bonario is called by his
father Corbaccio: "Monster of men, swine, goat, wolf, parricide!/ Speak not, thou
viper” (IV.v.112-3). Celia's case is no better. Accused by Corvino of adultery, she is
named as a "partridge” which is known to be the most libidinous in the animal kingdom
(IV.v.117). Lady Politic also shares a part in abusing Celia as "chameleon” and "hyena"
(IV.vi.4). Still another reinforcement in taking man as animal is in Act one, scene three
when Mosca explains to Volpone the booming prospect of their cheating industry,
saying: "Hood an ass with reverened purple,/ S0 you can hide his two ambitious ears,/
And he shall pass for a cathedral doctor” (Lii.110-113). An ass (animal) can pass fora
cathedral doctor (man) if it has a hood of the "reverened purple" (gold).

Collective Humanity As the Target of Volpone
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Nearly at the end of Volpone’s Dedication, Jonson assuredly predicts the
timelessness of the play. Good works, Jonson argues, "shall live, and be read, till the/
wretches die, as things worst deserving of themselves in/ chief, and then of all
mankind" (Dedication, 11.163-5). To attatch universality as well as eternity seemed to

_have been Jonson's ready expectation when the play was being composed. In Act one,
scene two, Volpone says: "This draws new clients daily to my house,/ Women and men
of every sex and agel . . . to engross me whole" (L.ii.76-6;82, underline mine). The
phrase' "Women and men of every sex and age" indicates clearly Jonson's intention in
instructing each and every human being. In the proposed banquet for Celia, the scope of
collective humanity is further implied by the idea of nationality:

Then will I have thee in more modern forms,
Attired like some sprighﬂy dame of France,
Brave Tuscan lady, or proud Spanish beauty;
Sometimes, unto the Persian Sophy's wife,
Or the Grand Signor's mistress; and, for cflange,
To one of our most artful courtesans,
Or some quick Negro, or cold Russian.
(iii.vii.226-33, underline mine)

The proposal to put Celia into different attires is, I venture to suggest, analogous to
Jonson's ambition in making Volpone true not only of Jonson's England, Volpone's
Italy, but also of ail mankind and in all time.

Volpone is an amalgam of extreme mirth and morality. As Jonas Barish indicates,
the audience often "had difficulty specifying the grounds of his [Jonson's] greatness
even though they were frimly convinced of it [Volpone]” (13). Indeed, as a comedy,
Volpone bewilders the audience with its genre indication of being comic and thematic
implication of being dark. The second Avocatore cries out in Act five, scene ten: "This
same's a labyrinth,"” seeing Bonario and Celia as plaintiffs turned into defendants and
then restored back again (V.x.43). The puzzle of the second Avocatore may symbolize
the puzzle of the audience in understanding the play. In trying to solve the puzzle, my
discussion has focmsed on the eating inclination and the idea of animality found in
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Jonson's personality. According to Jonson himself in the Dedication, the play is
composed without the slightest intention to offend anybody, but actually does, and in an
undeniable way. The characters, as T. S. Eliot understands, are not real chaféctefs .in
the usual sense of drama, but "constituents" (21). If so, the stage of Volpone can be
regarded as the heart of each individual where a possible crime is participated with
emotional identification (however reluctantly), punished, and -- purged. Richard Dutton

puts this most adequately:

We must recognize and overcome within ourselves the weakness and
blindnes that might allow a Volpone to flourish . . . [and] get over the
temptation simply to sneer at the likes.of Corbaccio and Voltore, and to
recognize what there is of a Corbaccio and Voltore within ourselves (73).

‘True, as a masterpiece, Volpone is not significant to only particular audience at a
particular time. Although the play was produced to improve upon the Elizabethan
andience's "appetite for novelty and vulgarity” (Adams 483), it actually has been
eliciting gusto in all ages with its dominant eating motif.

Nearly at the end of Volpone, the first Avocatore declares:

Now you begin,

When crimes are done, and past, and to be punished,
To think what your crime are: away with them!

Let all that see these vices thus rewarded.

Take heart, and love to study 'em! Mischiefs feed

Like beasts, till they be fat, and then they bieed.
(V.xi1.148-52)

The phrase "feed like beasts" conveys the basic key rote of the eating strategy of
Volpone. Interestingly, in usual cases, only virtues can be rewarded, but here Jonson
says "vices thus rewarded." There is a blank for the audience to fill. "Vices," I vénture
to suggest, have to be reprocessed into virtues after a thorough understanding of the
cause and effect, and can be only "thus rewarded.” Just as what has been proposed in
James English's "The Laughing Reader: a New Direction for Studies of the Comic," the
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audience has to "make continual, often minute adjustments of perception” to complete
the context of a play, which is particularly true of Volpone. In the dedication to the "two
famous University” in 1607 quarto, Jonson clearly indicates that Volpone is no "foul
and unwashed bawdry as is now made food of the scene" (1.63, underline mine). And
the duty of a comic poet, as he goes on to pursue, is to "imitate justice, and instruct life"
(11.141-2). As the above discussion would justify, although eating motif has been
common in most of Jonson's plays and poems, it is different in Volpone. For instance,
in "Inviting a Friend to Supper,” the feast is held in balance of "reason and appetite”
nourishing the pariicipants’ bodies as well as their mind (MacCanles 201). Volpone,
however, contains no apparent reason among the characters. Appetite is aggravated by a
stronger yet appetite, making the characters envisage their world purely in terms of
food. As a maiter of fact, although apparent reason seems lacking, an implied one is
embedded throughout. In the Prologue of the play, Jonson indicates:

NO\;\J, fuck God send us, and a little wit
Will serve, to make our play hit;
According to the palate of the season.
Here is thyme, not empty of reason .
Wherewith, he'll rub your cheeks, till (red with laughter)
They shall look fresh, a week after.
(Prologue 1-4;35-6, underline mine)

The term "palates of the reason" indicates that the play is meant as food or an occasion
that contains food, which is a feast. Volpone's bidding good-bye at the end of the play
also serves as a reinforcement of food implication: "The seasoning of a play is the
applause” (V.xii.153). This consistent implication of feast "from cover to cover”
contains a perverted logic in which reason is purposefully meant., Usuaily, "seasoning™
is done before a meal, but it appears in the end. Jonson seems to suggest that to
physically attend the performance does not mean one has eaten something. As the
phrases in the beginning have indicated and would justify -- "not empty of reason" and
"fresh a week after" - the real feast, a spiritual one has to wait until one goes home,
carrying his reason. Indeed, Volpone is such a challenging masterpiece that only a
ruminative and alerf reading could cope with. Throughout the whole play and by
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different mouthpieces, Jouson's intention is carefully concealed here and there. In the
mounteback scene, "Scoto" (Jonson) sentences that "to be a fool born is a disease

' mcurable" (I1.ii.214). Lady Politic (Jonson) encourages Volpone (the audience) to -

"encounter [the play] with reason” when "passions do rebel” (TILiv. 102-3). "Volpone
and Mosca," John Sweeney indicates, "act in a way that allows them to become
spectators” (74). It is just because of the identity in being spectators that invites the
audience to identify with Volpone and Mosca "with intelligent enjoyment of the game
being played and excitement heightened by awareness of its threat" (Duncan 155).
However, the final scene proves "the spectators” to be as vulnerable as their gold-
motivated "actors.” If the andience feel somehow repelled, the irritation arises not so
much from the fact that Volpone and Mosca are punished as sinners, but as spectators.

According to Ad de Vries' Dictionary of Symbols and Imagery, eating is "man's
first primal activity of materialistic existence” (156). Through the manipulation of eating
motif, Jonson has successfully portrayed a distorted picture of eating with another
important element in man's "materialistic existence” -- money -- and makes man
esemble beast. As is also made evident in Everyman in His Humour, the only way for
Jonson as a dramatist to rid of the human vices is through theatrical laughter:

When she [comedy] would show an image of the times,

Andd sport with human follies, not with crimes

Except, we make 'em such by loving still

Our popﬁiar errors, when we know they're ill.

I mean such errors as you'll all confess

By laughing at them, they deserve no less:

Which when you heartily do, there's hope left them,
You that have so graced monsters may like men.

(Prologue 19-27, underline mine)

Knowing so well the susceptibility to vice in human nature, Jonson indicates that if the
audience know what they laugh at is "ill," there lies the salvation to avoid becoming
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"monsters." Edmund Waller's hyperbolism in "Upon Ben Jonson" strikes a cord of
concordance in this respect; \
Narcissus, cozened by the flattering well
Which nothing could but of his beauty tell,
Had here, discovering the deformed estate
Of his fond mind, preserved himself with hate.
(I1. 16-20)

I believe that Narcissus would not have "preserved himself with hate,” because, having
discovered "the deformed estate/ Of his fond mind," he might perhaps love himself
better.

Volpone is thus a sophisticated Jonsonian culmination of eating motif, animal
imagery, and didacticism. Though apparently Velpone seems a play "To please the
belly, and the groin" as Mosca has put it (ITLi.19), it is meant to be understood as "the
den/ Of villainy" in Bonario's (and certainly Jonson's) words (IM1.vii.273-4).
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