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GOO KIM FUI:
A Chinese Community Leader
in Hawaii*

" Hung-ting Ku
Professor
Department of History
Tunghai University
Research Fellow

Sun Yat-sen Institute of Social Sciences
Academia Sinica

Abstract

As early as the 1790s, Chinese started to migrate to Hawaii, though the massive
immigrants came to the Hawaiian islands in the late nineteenth century. Like Chinese
migrants in other areas, many Chinese came to Hawaii to seek better economic oppor-
tunities and thought that their stay would. be a temporary ones. More than half of
them did return their homes in China, while many others stayed and became

" permanent settlers.

Goo Kim Fui who came to Honolulu in 1867 made his own way up froma
mechanic to a prosperous businessman. Due to his active social and economic activi-
ties, he became a leader in the Hawaiian Chinese community. He sponsored the
establishments of the United Chinese Society, the First Chinese Christian Church in
Hawaii, Wai Wah Yee Yuen (Chinese hospital), Chinese Christian Association and many

"other community organizations. It is the intention of this paper to inquire into various
activities of Goo Kim Fui in order to provide a better understanding of the life of the
early Chinese migrants in Hawaii, as well as their relationship with their home country.

Introduction

In 1885, Goo Kim Fui (Ku Chin Fei) was born in a well-to-do family in a village in
Mei-hsien, Kwangtung. Meihsien has been the center of Hakka people for many
centuries. The Goo family name was one of three oldest in Mei-hsien. Until his father

*The preliminary version of this paper was presented to the Conference on The Chinese
in Hawaii, East-West Center, Honolulu, Hawaii, July, 1988.
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died in 1847, Goo received some basic education through private tutors. In 1867, one
year after the death of both his mother and wife, Goo went to Honolulu at the age of
33. ! On his way to Honolulu, Goo with the assistance of other Hakkas, was able to
settle a serious dispute among the contract labourers on the boat and thus won the
praise of the captain and crew members of the ship.2 Upon his arrival at Honolulu,
Goo first worked as a carpenter trainee in a machine shop owned by a Caucasian
American. The shop burned down two years later. During these two years in the
machine shop, Goo went to night school to learn English and was promoted to be a
head man in the shop.

After the shop burned, the owner moved to San Francisco. Goo made an effort
to open a carpenter shop in Nuuanu Street by himself, but his attempt failed. Then
he went into the retail business through partnership and family style operations. He
recruited some of his clan members and relatives from Mei-hsien to be his employees.
Within a few years, he established several successful enterprises. By 1875, he owned
more than ten shops in Honolulu and on the other islands. He also engaged in rice
plantation and owned a large area of paddy fields in the Waikiki area which required
about 200 workers to work in the field.?

Like many other early Chinese migrants to Hawaii, Goo went to Hawaii alone.
Census data indicates that there were few Chinese women in Hawaii islands in the
1870’s.* In 1872, Goo married a Hawailan woman, Ellen Kamai. The marriage
ceremony took place in the Reverend Samuel Damon’s home. Four years later, the
couple was baptized by Rev. Damon. Although Goo remained closely identified with
other Chinese migrants, he also had the good will of influential Caucasians and
Hawaiians. As an active leader in the Chinese community of Honolulu, he became an
intermediary between the Chinese immigrants and the Hawaiian authorities. The
anti-Chinese agitations in the 1880’s and the American Annexation of 1898 all posed
grave threats to the rights and benefits of the Chinese in Hawaii. Goo, as a Chinese
community leader for nearly three decades, led the Chinese migrants through these
years of turmoil. As a person with Chinese educational background, Goo managed to
hold an official title from the Chinese imperial government during his years as the
vice-president (1882-1890) of the United Chinese Society.® His connection with the
traditional authorities of China might well have been an important asset to uphold his
social status among the Chinese migrants in Hawaii. It is the intention of this paper to
make an inquiry into Goo’s various activities as 2 Chinese community leader in Hawaii
with the hope of providing a better understanding of the life of early Chinese migrants
in Hawaii.

Anti-Chinese Agitations in Hawaii

Chinese migrants who came to Hawaii in the nineteenth century, like many other
overseas Chinese, thought they were only sojourners who would stay in these foreign

@



GOO KIM FUI: A CHINESE COMMUNITY LEADER IN HAWAIT* 3

countries just for a short time in order to save money for their families in China. Many

of them returned to their native places after they had saved enough money but many

others settled down in their adopted land. :

It seems that from very early days, Chinese migrants had a close social relationship
with Hawaiians. Most Chinese residents during this period learned enbugh of the local
language to be able to communicate with Hawaiians. Many had Hawaiian wives and
families. The offsprings of early Chinese migrants and Hawaiian women were generally
accepted or even regarded favorable in the eyes of Hawaiians. On the other hands,
although Caucasians tolerated, patronized, and made use of Chinese traders and
artisans, there were few social relationships between the two groups.® ‘

After anti-Chinese activities in the West Coast led fo America’s Chinese Exclusion
Act of 1882,7 some Chinese migrants from the West Coast came to Hawaii, and others
who had been on the way to the West Coast came to Hawaii instead. From the late
1870s to the mid-1880s, Chinese males had increased from about one-fifth to about

half of the adult male population in Hawaii.® As the Chinese migrants increased, -
anti-Chinese  sentiments emerged and grew in Hawail. Some denounced Chinese -

migrants for their “slave nature.” The “coolie trade” was called the “slave trade.
Others blamed Chinese migrants for their immoral activities, such as gambling and

opium smoking.® Legislation aimed at restricting their business and the importation

of Chinese migrants was the greatest threat to the Chinese community in those days,
and the most violent anti-Chinese organization in the 1880s was the Workingmen’s
Party, a Caucasian labour organization. As the Caucasians gained control over
Hawaiian politics after 1885, new regulations were issued to restrict the rights of
Chinese to enter Hawaii, and the Hawaiian authorities required the Chinese residents
to obtaih an outward passport if they wanted to return to Hawaii.1? Mainly due to.
the friendship between King Kalakaua and Chinese community leaders, such as C.
Alee, Goo and other leading' committee members of the United Chinese Society,
many other anti-Chinese regulations, passed by the ligislation, were vetoed by the
King.!1 ‘ _

In 1887, a reform legislature controlled by Caucasians, created a constitutional
monarchy which reduced King Kalakaua’s power. Several unsuccessful countermove-
ments occurred. These attempts led to the further reduction of the King’s authority
to being'a figurehead.!? During these days, some Chinese merchants, including some
_committee members of the United Chinese Society such as Li Lu and Loo Ngwak,
were involved in these: conspiracies. They gave financial help to Hawaiians for their
counter ‘revolutionary attempts.’® Although Goo had a cordial relationship with the
royal family, he was not involved in these aqtivities.14 . In retaliation, the reform
legislation proposed to bar Chinese immigration to Hawaii completely. The bill did not

become a law due to mediation and appeal by C. Alee and Goo Kim Fui!5. But the -

legislation passed new regulations to restrict outward passports to only those Chinese
residents with property worth more than $1,000, and each passport would cost $20.

\
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Goo and other Chinese leaders on behalf of the Chinese community, hired a Caucasian
lawyer to dispute the law. In the end, the $20 charge was reduced to $5.16

Goo Kim Fui as an Official of the United Chinese Society

Ch’en Lan-pin, Chinese minister to the United States, stopped in Honolulu on his
way back to China in 1881. He donated $1,000 as seed money for setting up a social
organization in Chinatown. One year later, Cheng Ch’ao-jou, the new Chinese minister
to the United States, proposed to establish the Chung-hua hui-kuan (Chung Wah Wui
Goon) to promote mutual aid among Chinese residents in Hawaii. The Chinese
community leaders in Hawaii enthusiastically responded to Cheng’s call to build a

_headquarters for Chinesc community activities. They formed the Chung Wah Wui
Goon, the “United Chinese Society”. C. Alee, a Cantonese, was elected as president
and Goo Kim Fui, a Hakka, as vice-president. Alee and Goo then submitted a petition
for a charter of incorporation for the United Chinese Society. After a through
examination, the Hawaiian government granted the permission in August, 1884.17 While
waiting for the charter, the Society bought a lot in Chinatown and started to build
the headquarters for the Society. In February, 1886, a formal opening ceremony was
held. The guests included King Kalakaua, the attorney-general, justices of the
Supreme Court of Hawaii, and Ministers of the Hawaiian government. Probably due
to pratical considerations, the imperial government of China approved Cheng Ch’ao-
jou’s recommendation to appoin‘t C. Alee and Goo Kim Fuij, the president and vice-
president of the United Chinese Society, as commercial agents with official titles of
consul and vice-consul to Hawaii. 1®

" In May, 1886, a fire broke out and destroyed a large section of Chinatown, includ-
ing the newly-built United Chinese Society building. A new building, similar to the
first, was opened in the spring of 1887. There were altogether 171 shopsand
individuals in the list of donors, including four Caucasians who contributed $250.

The total subscription was $6,654. It is interesting to note that contributions came
from big merchants as well as small shopkeepers. Table 1 indicates the number of
subscriptions and the ranges of the contributions. Goo collected $188 from 87
persons, though he contributed $550 himself.'?

The newly established United Chinese Society seemed to signify development of a
group-consciousness “that included all Chinese immigrants” in their defence against
discrimination.?® To counter mounting anti-Chinese sentiments and activities,
representatives of the Chinese community met at the United Chinese Society
clubhouse in 1887 to discuss the threatsposed to the Chinese community in Hawaii.
Goo Kim Fui proposed to set up a special organization, the Bow On Guk, “Self-
"Defence Socieiy’” or “Protection Bureau.” The Chinese in Honolulu were urged to join
the new organization and to unite together to defend themselves. Members were
requested to contribute one dollar or more depending on their ability to pay, and

4)



GOO KIM FUI: A CHINESE COMMUNITY LEADER IN HAWAIT* .5

Table 1
- Subscription to.. . .
the United Chinese Society
contribution number of sho‘ps‘
amount Co : ) or individuals:
$ 501— 1000 - 2
$250—" 500 . 3
$100— 249 21
$ 51— 99 : 3
$ 20— 50 14
$ 10— 19 . 80
$ 55— 9 : 6
$ 4 2
$ 3 3
$ 2 80
$§ 1 0
Source: Goo Kim Fui, op. cit., pp. 98-106. .

merchants were also asked to contribute some of their incomes. _As a result of the-
campaign, several thouseand dollars were collected and a house in Chinatown was
bought to serve as the headquarters.?! One of the purposes of setting up the Protec-
tion’ Bureau was to relieve the United Chinese Society of any direct responsibility in
the conflicts between the Chines migrants and the anti-Chinese Workingmen’s Party.
The Protection Bureau became the front-line defence organization against anti-Chinese
threats.?? .
In 1890, Goo Kim Fui returned to China with his Hawaiian wife and children.
The Chinese community and the Hawaiian royal family all held farewell parties in his
honour. Before he went back his native place, he sent his eldest-son back to China to
build a thirty-six-room mansion and a chapel in his home village. However, he did not
close his shopé and plantation in Hawaii. Instead, he entrusted his close relatives,
such as nephews and cousins, to continue his enterprises in Hawaii?3. Goo stayed in:
Mei-hsien for only about one year. Upon hearing of the death of C. Alee, the president.
of the United Chinese Society, Goo Kim Fui who was the vice-president at the time,
decided to return Honolulu. In July, 1892, Goo with his Hawaiian wife and youngest'
son, John Goo Kim, went to Honolulu again. He succeeded C. Alee as the president of:
the United Chinese Society.?* During his stay in Mei-hsien, Goo preached as a self-.
appointed missionary. But his gospel-preaching efforts were not too rewarding 25

&)
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And his official rank and titlcobtained from the imperial government did not really
find him an olficial p()st.z" Furthermore, after both his mother and first wife died in
1 886, he had already become a homeless person in Mei-hsien. And his Hawaiian wile
could not casily settle down in Mei-hsien.  Under these circumstances, his desire to
remain there was weak. His social, cconomic and religious activities all urged him to go
back Hawaii.

As the new president (1892-1898) ol the United Chinese Society, Goo provided
important leadership in this crucial period. The anti-Chinese agitation in the 1880’s
had not died out, and the political conditions worsened. 'The United Chinese Society
had to undertake various delensive measures against threats to the Chinese community.
Mounting anti-Chinesc activitics linally led Goo to organize the Lein-wei-hui (Mutual
Defense Association) in 1894 . 27 Chinese merchants were once again urged to join
the Association. It had more than 1,000 members. There were fear that anti-Chinese
agitation would lead to physical attacks on Chinese residents and their properties.
Rifles were bought and Chinese firemen were ordered to patrol the Chinatown arca.
‘The Mutual Defense Association which was called the Chinese Workingmen’s Party
by Goo, [requently held mass meectings to demonstrate their feelings against anti-
Chinese activities. Whenever an anti-Chinese meeting was held by the Workingmen’s
Party, a counter mass meeting would be organized by the Mutual Defense Association
the very next day. Goo made sure that the number of participants of the counter mass
meetings would surpass that of the anti-Chinese meeting. Furthermore, Goo would
single out the leaders of the anti-Chinese activities as targets of revenge. The Chinese
were urged to cut off social and economic Intercourse with these anti-Chinese leaders.
According to Goo’s own account, several anti-Chinese leaders begged for peace after
they were hard hit in their business.?®

Due to pressure from anti—Chinqse groups, the Republic of Hawaii, which replaced
the Hawaiian monarchy in 1893, planned to pass new regulations to restrict the civil
rights of Chinese residents in Hawaii.?® The new regulations would require the Chinese
to register their occupations. Once they registered, no one would be allowed to change
his occupation. Goo launched a general strike in Chinatown and presented Sanford B.
Dole, the president of the newly established Republic, with data concerning financial
contributions made by ‘Chinese migrants in Hawaii. Goo even warned the Republic
that the plantations would be ruined without Chinese labourers. Goo reminded
Sanford Dole that there had not been anti-Chinese sentiments in Hawaii before the mid-
1880’s and Chinese merchants as well as workers had benefited Hawaii’s development.®°

As the Workigmen’s Party was pressing the Hawaiian government for action and the
‘Hawaiian government adopted various discriminatory steps against the Chinese
résidenits, ‘Goo initiated offensive and defensive measures. Goo Kim Fui not only
requested the newly established government to stop the passage ‘of the anti-Chinese
bills, he also asked the Advisory Council to grant Chinese residents the franchise and
representation in the Council. The petition was signed by Goo and leading Chinese

(6)
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leaders.?!  Although Goo’s efforts failed to change the basic anti-Chinese policy of the
Hawaiilan government, he did, nevertheless, secure a firm promise from the Provisional
President Sanford Dole to treat the Chinese fairly. The government did not grant the

naturalized Chinese franchise, but it did allow one Chinese representative in the

Advisory Gouncil, and the bill of occupation registration did not become law. 32

Probably due to complaints about the * Chinese migrants, the Hawaiian govern-
ment turned to! Japan for contract laborvers. By 1896, after only ten years of
Japanese immigration, Japanese males outnumbered Chinese males.33  As the
number of Japanese increased, tension between the Chinese and Japanese occurred.
Both groups were competing for jobs not only in the plantations but also in the towns.
IIl feelings were further intensified by the Hawaiian government’s policy of assisting
Japanese immigration and restricting Chinese migration in the decade prior to 1895.
Goo realized that cordial and friendly relationship between Chinese and Japanese
immigrants was needed for development of the Chinese community in Hawaii. He
thus cultivated and promoted the cooperation between these two peoples. Upon
receiving news of the signing of the Treaty of Shinomoseki on April 23, 1895, the
Japanese in Hawaii held a parade to celebrate Japan’s victory over China. In order to
avoid “serious conflict, Goo requested the assistance of the Japanese consulate and
asked the Hawaiian government to increase the police force to prevent violence.34
Goo’s efforts seemed to produce unexpectedly good results. The Japanese warships
in Pearl Harbor gave a twenty-one cannon salute to celebrate the blrthday of the
Chinese Emperor in 1894, and the Japanese consulate cooperated with Goo on several
occasions to fight against the discriminatory regulations;35

- Immediately after the fire of 1886, Chinatown grew rapidly again.. Although the
government attempted to enforce building regulations, it failed to do so. Chinatown
became more and more congested. In August, 1895, a cholera epidemic broke out.36
Health authorities carried out a plan for “cleaning” with liberal use of detergents. As
more people died, certain sections of Honolulu, including Chinatown, were isolated.
A hospital was set up at the quarantine station to deal with ‘the cholera. The United
Chinese Society was asked by the Board of Health to prowde Chlnese doctors to assist -
the Caucasian doctors.

Because of complaints among the Chinese residents about the hospltal at the
quarantine station, the United Chinese Soc1cty under Goo decided to set up a Chinese
hospital under Chinese management. A petition was sent to the Hawaiian government
asking-for a grant of land to erect and maintain a hospital with nursing home facilities
near Chinatown in Honolulu. More than $10,000 were contributed by the Chinese as
well as- Caucasian friends. In March, 1897, the Wai Wah Yee Yuen (literally means “a
hospital to beneflt the Chinese”’) was opened by Goo, who gave a speech in English
and said a prayer in Chinese. Goo Kim Fui, then still the president of the United
Chinese Society, invited prominent Chinese, Hawaiians and Caucasians to the occdsion.
President Sanford B. Dole and. many high-ranking officials of the Reopublic of attend-

Q)
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ed the ceremony.?’

The prospect of the American Annexation caused great alarm among the Chinese
residents in Hawaii. The United Chinese Society under the leadership of Goo Kim
Fui tried its best to defend civil rights under the shadow of the Chinese Exclusion
Acts of the United States. Anticipating that Annexation to the United States would
stop Chinese immigration, the Republic of Hawaii, which was more plantation-orient-
ed than the monarch, admitted more Chinese labourers to Hawaii. In 1895, some 1087
Chinese were admitted as workers on the rice and sugar ' plantations. More than 6000
Chinese contract labourers were brought in during 1896 and 1897.>® Nonetheless,
the new Republic did not really give up its anti-Chinese principles.

As annexation approached, the Chinese residents in Hawaii were worried that they
would be legally discriminated against by American laws. They feared that they would
be singled out for bad treatment Their worries were not without - ground . Act
after act were passed in the United States Congress to restrict the rights of Chinese
immigrants in the United States.?® Anti-Chinese sentiments continued to prevail in
Hawaii due to the influence if not encouragement from the U.S. West Coast. As
early as 1887, the “Reform Constitution” denied naturalized Chinese residents the
right to vote. After the overthrow of the monarchy, Japanese, but not Chinese, were
granted the franchise on the same basis as Caucasians and Hawaiians. When the
Chinese requested to be granted the franchise in 1894, their request was again denied.
As an editorial in the Pacific Commercial Advertiser justified the denial, “that the
overwhelming majority of Chinese migrants are not. . . identified with Hawaii’s in-
terests, social as well as material.”’*® Under these circumstances, the future of Chinese
residents in Hawaii looked gloomy. In order to fight for their future political rights
after annexation, the United Chinese Society under Goo employed a Caucasian Jawyer
to present their case to the American delegates when they came to Honolulu. Goo as
the president of the society, led a group of Chinese leaders to meet the delegates twice
to discuss the future of Chinese status in Hawail. Goo’s demands including among
others, Chinese rights of residence in Hawaii, the acceptance of naturalized Chinese
migrants and Hawaiian-born Chinese as American citizens, free travel of Hawaiian
Chinese to and from the American continent, no restrictions on the coming of Chinese
students, merchants, teachers and professionals to Hawaii after the annexation, and the

same protection and treatment of Chinese residents as other migrants.*!

In addition to the official visits, Goo Kim Fui also tried to exercise his personal
influence to get better treatment for the Chinese. He went to visit the American
delegation 'to Hawaii and the Hawaiian representatives to the United States privately
to express his concemn over the future of the Chinese in Hawaii. Although' Goo was
only recognized as a Chinese community leader and could not launch a diplomatic
protest on behalf of the Chinese government concerning the Chinese rights and privi-
leges in Hawaii, his personal influence could not be underestimated in the defense of
Chinese interests in Hawaii during this crucial months prior to the American Annexa-

(8)
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tion. He not only went to see his long-time Christian friend, Sanford B. Dole, the
President of the Republic of Hawaii and the chief negotiator of the Hawaii with the
United States, over the annexation several times to request his' kind assistance in

~helping the Chinese migrants fight for their rights; but also hired Caucasian columinists- - -

to defend the Chinese case in American newspapers.*? Furthermore, through his
personal friendship, he persuaded another Hawaiian delegate, Judge Frear, to present
the Chinese case in the United States Senate. According to Goo Kim Fui’s own
" account, Judge Frear with the assistance of a Caucasian lawyer, submitted a proposal.
-to the U. S. Senate to grant American c1tlzensh1p to naturalized Chinese migrants and
Hawanan—born Chmese His proposal was adopted without challenge in the U. S.
Senate.? I A o o ’
‘With the application to Hawaii of the Chinese Exclusion Act, the coming of
Chinese rﬁigrants to” Hawaii ‘was strictly restricted. With the exception of a small
. group, such as students, teachers and merchants, the Chinese were no longer allowed to
go to . Hawail. Following annexation to the United States, the Chinese who had
become naturalized subjects of Hawaii were granted American citizenship though
American laws barred further naturalization of alien Chinese. However, the Chinése
children born in Hawaii, prior to as well as after the annexation, were qualified for
American'citizenship under the principle of jus soli.*4

Goo Kim Fui as a Chinese Diplomat in Hawaii

In October, 1898, the Chinese government officially established a consulate in
Honolulu. Yong Wei-pin,** the first consul,and his interpreters from China arrived in
Honolulu on October 12. Goo Kim Fui, the president of the United Chinese Society,
was appointed by the Chinese government as the official vice-consul, ! The_._UnitedA ‘
Chinese Society at first refused Goo’s request to resign from the presidency.. Goo
then ;explained to the committee members of the Society that it would be difficult
for him to sewe as an official and the president of a social organization at the same
time.. Goo assured his colleagues that he would always stand beside them and lend'
them assistance.*¢

Since Chinese labourers were not allowed to migrate to Hawaii after the annexa-
tion, many Chinese migrants with retumn permits issued by the Hawaiian govemment
prior-to the American Annexation were detained by the U. S. Immlgratmn Office when
they came back. Goo Kim Fui as a vice-consul sat in the court as observer for these
cases.  With some debate, the Hawaiian high court ruled that the return permits should
be honored.#” Nevertheless, the American immigration officers continued to challenge
‘the validity -of the- re-entry permits issued by the Hawaiian government prior to the
annexation. With Goo s advice, 112 detained Chinese contrlbuted $10 each to legal
expénses in order to send a Caucasian lawyer to Washlngton D. C. to appeal their
cases. Wlth the a531stance of the Chmese ‘Minister to the United States, the Washlngton_

©
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authorities finally recognized the validity of the Hawaiian re-entry permits. 48

As the new arrivals might be detained by the Health Department for immunity
examination, many Chinese were detained for a period of observation. 'Complaints
about the process of the medical examination attracted the attention of Goo. Goo
thus filed these complaints fur his countrymen and requested permission from the
Superintendent of the Health Department to exempt Chinese women from embarass-
ment, such as the examination of their bound-feet. As a result of Goo’s protest, the
sanitation and housing conditions were greatly improved in the custody houses. Goo
also made use of his social connections to help the sick and detained Chinese to receive
better treatment. Goo admitted that many difficulties were solved not because of his
official post as a vice-consul but largely due to his longtime personal connections with

local authorities.*®

"In December, 1899, another epidemic broke out near Chinatown.3® Health
authorties marked the whole Chinatown area as a quarantine area. The residents
were not allowed to leave the area. When a person was sick, he would be taken to a
government clinic. The dead bodies would be burned. Although many contemporary
Chinese’ did not believe that there was an epidemic in Honolulu at the time, the
authorities adopted preventive methods. In order to eliminate the epedemic, the
health authorities adopted the “burn-out” policy. Any house with an infected person
would be burned down. A great amount ‘of merchandise was destroyed. The authori-
ties refused to deal with complaints in regard to the damage with 2 statement that the
merchants had been warned to pack their goods so that they could readily be removed.
Goo was afraid disputes might occur over the value of the destroyed goods, so he
secured a promise from the health authorities to estimate the values of the properties
and goods before they burned the shops. Goo regretted that the Hawailan government
did not follow the practice of Hong Kong in dealing with epidemics, normally, only
closing the shops, cleaning the goods with detergents and moving the sick to a clean
place.’!

As more people died and the plague continued for more than one month, authori-
ties decided to end it by buming houses quickly after deaths occurred. By the end of
December, more than 100 'shops were burned down, and about 8,000 Chinese,
Japanese and Hawailans were put into a concentration camp in Kalihi. On January -

20,1900, a di§astrous fire finally broke out’in the confined area, which nearly consum-
ed the whole of Chinatown. Although the government contented that the fire got out
of control due to a sudden shift in the wind, it was generally believed among the
Chinese residents that the government had purposedly allowed the area to be burned
down.5? '

Thousands of people were driven into the streets from their bumning dwellings.
The. panic-stricken masses were at first not allowed to leave their quarantine areas.
Goo in a rage demanded the authorities. to withdraw the armed guards who were
stationed there to prevent the residents of the infected areas from coming out. Goo’s

(10)



GOO KIM FUL: A CHINESE COMMUNITY LEADER IN HAWAIT* 11

demand was finally granted by the Hawaiian government. The Hawaiian authorities
housed the victims of the fire in wood factories in Kalihi. Chinese, Japanese and
Hawaiians were all crowded together, but none of the Caucasians were sent there. In
- order to improve the living conditions of the fire victims, Goo again,filed a protest to
the Hawailan government which immediately ordered improvements in the living
conditions in the detention camps. It might well have been due to the fear of con-
tracting the plague that some Caucasian newspapers again launched an anti-Chinese
campaign. Some even suggested deportation of Chinese migrants. Goo secured a
firm promise from Sanford B. Dole, then still the presidént-bf the Republic‘ of Hawaii,

not to consider the deportation policy. The promise calmed the already frightened -

victims. Goo then requested the authorities to release people suspected of having the
plague from’ the detentinon camps after a fifteen-day observation period.- He also
urged the Hawaiian government to increase the relief funds to help these homeless
~ people.’3 There werealtogether 3,168 persons, including 1,975 Chinese released from

the quarantine areas and detention camps. The Chinese commumty raised funds to
support the relief work. On F ebruary 17, one day after the quarantine was lifted, Goo
Kim Fui decided to launch a relief-fund campaign. Two days later, he attended a com-
mittee meeting of the United Chinese Society. In the meeting, the Society followed
Goo’s call to launch a charity .drive. More than $20,000 was raised. Free food was
distributed and free Teturn boat tackets to China were provided for the needy. For
his efforts in the fire of 1900, Goo was presented with a plague with words of apprecia-

tion on'it, signed by more than 700 persons.>*

Goo Kim Fuj as a Spiritual Leader in Hawaii -

As a Chinese community leader, Goo’s greatest contribution to the Chinese
; Y gr :

migrants in Hawaii, particularly in Honolulu, may have "been religious. Goo was

baptized in 1876 by Reverend Samuel Damon. A few years before his baptism, Goo, -

had already been converted and had become a devoted Christian. :When he was still a
carpenter trainee, he was invited by a Chinese missionary to go to a nearby church on
Saturday. Although Goo had never -had any knowledge of Christianity prior to this
event, he was attracted by Christian teachings and moved by Jesus’ love. He thus went
to the church on Saturday regularly. In about one year, he read through the whole
Bible. As he was deeply influenced by the Basek Mission, presumably a Christian sect

which-observed the Sabbath at the time, Goo closed shops and plantations on Saturday’

and required all his employees to attend the church services on Saturday.?$

Since ,Revehend Samuel. Damon could not speak Chinese, Goo after some hesita-
tion, proposed to'found a Chinese Christian church. His proposal was echoed by J. T.
Waterhouse, an English American Christian. On May 21, 1879, a Chinese congregation

was established on Nuuanu Street, and Goo was elected as the chairman for the newly
established Chinese church. At ‘the. first meeting, it was resolved to build a church

(11)
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building. They set up an eleven-member managment commlttee 51x Caucasian and five
Chinese ‘Christians, with Goo Kim Fui as the chairman.56

To build the church building, Goo launched a fund-raising campaign among the
Christians as ‘well as hon-Christians, Chinese as well as Caucasians. The Westerners,
nearly all of them Caucasmns, gave $4,848, while the Chinese contributed $4,776.
Forty-four Caucasians, three Hawaiians and 131 Chinese companies and individuals
made contributions. The largest sum came from J. T. Waterhouse who contributed a
total of $1,200 and the smallest amount was one dollars. Goo himself donated $500.
Among the Chinese donors, the great majority of them were non-believers, including
the notorious Chung Afong. Goo probably collected these donations through his
poersonal connections. In addition to the regular subscriptions, Goo held a buffet
which raised another $1,800 or so in donations to the church building fund.5”

With a separate Chinese congregation established, many Chinese were converted to
Christianity. In early 1880, a piece of land at Fort Street was bought. About one
year later, the new church building was completed. On January 2, 1881, a Saturday,
an opening ceremony was held to dedicate the church building to God. It was called
the Chinese Church and generally referred as the Fort Street Chinese Church or the
First Chinese Church.58 Indeed, it was the first Chinese church in Hawaii. Revenend
Samuel Damon was invited to deliever the first sermon. Many Caucasian Christian
missionaries attended the ceremony, as did King Kalakaua and his companions. The
Caucasian Christian missionaries who had been working among the Hawaiians since
1820s, had started to pay attention to Chinese migrants in the 1870s as the number of
Chinese increased. Their active participation in the founding of a Chinese Christian
church indicated their keen interest in the gospel work among the Chinese.’® The
Fort Street Chinese Church seemed to attract great attention among the Chinese
migrants. By 1883, more than 100 people were baptized while many others.came to
the Saturday services regularly.®® ‘

In 1875, the Y. M. C. A. in Honolulu hired a Chinese pastor, Sit Moon from San
Fancisco, to work among the Chinesé in Hawaii. Sit Moon met Goo Kim Fuiand they
read the Bible together for about one year.®! With the encouragement from the Y.M.
C. A in Hawaii, Goo initiated the founding of the Chengtao-hui, commonly known'
as the Chinese Christian Association (CCA) or Chinese Y. M. C. A. of Hawaii in 1877.
Sanford B. Dole assisted Goo in drawing up a constitution and by-laws. On November
18, 1877, King Kalakaua and his privy council granted the Chinese Christian Associa-
tion a charter.? The original purpose of the organization was to expand Christian
influence among the Chinese residents in Hawaii. Goo was elected the president of
the CCA and he held the post for some years. The main objectives of the CCA were:
(1) to promote and inspire Chinese to. become Christians and (2) to promote activities
for the furtherance and extension of faith in God.®® In order to facilitate the gospel-
preaching, Geo allowed .non-believers to join the CCA as associate members. - The
only requirements of associate membershlp was to denounce . the habit of idol
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worshipping and to attend church services regularly. Many of the associate members
eventually became regular church members. 5

' The first meeting house of the CCA was erected in 1877 in Nuuanu Street 65
- In 1881, -the CCA sold its-property.and used the facilities of the newly founded Fort
Street Chinese Church. A lodging house was also set up by Goo to provide lodging
facilities for transients. - As the church members and CCA members increased, Goo
proposed to extend the church building. A new building, named ‘Society Hall”,
behind the church building was added as the CCA building in 1885. On December 3,
1885, the new building was dedicated which could house several hundred people.
The Fort Street Chinese Church and the CCA now could lend support to each other
in their religious activities. - In 1892, one more bu11d1ng was added to cope w1th the
increase of church members and religious activities.®

Under the leadership -of Goo, both the Fort Street Chinese Church and CCA'
provided free education in English and Chinese for the children of Chinese mig;ants.i
‘The total number of students in these two organizations was about three hundred at’
one time. Children from age six to sixteen were admitted to study there. Educational
finacing came from the church, the United Chinese Society and individual Sponsors.
Many of these students later entered colleges.®” Although the Fort Street Chinese
Church and the CCA under the leadership of Goo Kim Fui did not establish a formal
educational institution, they did nevertheless. pravide valuable opportunites for many
Chinese children, girls as well as boys.

In view of Chinese reverence for their ancestors, early Chinese inigrants formed
associations to take care of burials and bought land for Chinese cemeteries. As the
Chinese migrants’ increased, several Chinese cemeteries were established outside of
Honolulu. Goo initiated an association with a donation of $100 as seed money to set
up a Chinese Christian cemetery in 1875. The membership fee for the cemetery
association was five dollars. In 1882, when the CCA sold its property-San Ho Chong
for $2.,'5$QO,‘ Goo proposed to donote the money to the Chinese Christian Cemetery
'Association.®® Many years later, Goo was himself buried in this Chinese Christian’
Cemetery in Makiki, Honolulu.

A study on the membership of the Fort Street Chinese-Church in the early days of
its existence reveals some interesting phenomena. During the first two decades of its

existence, altogether 306 adults joined -the Fort Street Chinese Church, ‘and 158
children ~ were baptized.  According to . the existing records, 124 of them did not
indicate their ethnic identities. The rest of them came largely from. the Hakka
districts, presumably spoke various but mutually understood Hakka dialects. The
Fort Street Chinese Church was generally regarded as a Hakka church. However, it is
interesting to note that 46 adults and 35 children came from the Cantonese districts.

Apparently, although it was a Hakka dominant church as far as the leadership and the
number of members were concerned, other dialect groups did join the church. The'
data further indicate that the Fort Street.Chinese Church was primarily a family,
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church. About forty or so families constituted nearly 90% of the church merrlbership.
The sex ratio between adult males and females was 212:94, a figure much higher than
the ordinary ratio among the Chinese residents in Hawaii at the time. As to their

occupations, the majority of them were merchants and there were many housewivies.8°

Some Reflections

As a community leader, Goo Kim Fui served the Chinese migrants in Hawaii for
about three decades. He led his fellow countrymen to fight for better treatment and
equal political rights. Today, it seems that it would have been quite logical to accept
the natualized Chinese residents and those bomn in Hawaii prior to the American
Annexation in 1898 as American citizens after Hawaii became a part of the United
States. But the hisotical records show that the political rights of the. Chinese in Hawaii
and the United States had been neglected since the 1880s. The Chinese Exclusion Act
in the United States and the Workingmen’s Party in Hawaii caused great alarm to the
Chinese residents in Hawaii. In the process of the Annexation negotiations between
the United States and the Hawaiian Republic, even the chief negotiator on the
Hawaiian side, President Sanford B. Dole, was not sure that the Chinese migrants
could be treated as equally as other peoples after the Annexation. In order to over-
come the difficulties of the Chinese migrants, Goo did his best to win the support of
the Hawaiian delegates and the sympathy of the. American delegates. He, with the
assistance of a Caucasian lawyer, repeatedly presented his case to the delegates. He
-even paid the Caucasian columnists to write favorable articles on the Chinese migrants
in Hawaii in some major newspapers in the United States.”’® Goo’s efforts seemed to
have got some rewards. The Chinese community rejoiced upon hearing that all natura-
lized subjects of Hawaii and those born in Hawaii could become American. citizens.
Goo’s efforts not only earned him high prestige among the Hawaiian Chinese, but was
also recognized and recorded by the Chinese government which later appointed him
vice-consul in 1898. His hard-working evangelistic efforts and enthusiastic social
activities further made him not only influential but also a popular figure in the local
community. When he died in 'May», 1908, his funeral, held in the Fort Street Chinese
Church, was attended by hundreds of people. . A contemporary reported, “the building

was crowded to the doors and on the streets outside a congregation larger by twice
than that within the Church gathered in silence to do this Chinese Christian honor. . .
‘It seemed as though all our polyglot population had some of its foremost representa-
tives present.”””? ‘

In retrospect, Goo Kim Fui’s success and contributions to the Chinese community
.in Hawaii were largely due to his personalit->}.- He was an earnest student of new
'things and willing to help others. 'In addition to his native dialect, the Hakka, he also
‘spoke Cantonese. When most of the Chinese migrants to Hawaii were too busy to learn
'English, he learnt not only English but also Hawaiian. His language skills no doubt
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enlarged his social contact and personal influence in his adopted land. He was able to .
make friends with Caucasians as well as Hawaiians, and could exercise his influence
“among the Hakkas as well as the Cantonese. Although he had never been touched by
the Christian missions in Mei-hsien, he accepted Christianity with his heart after he

~‘cameé to Hawaii. ~After he was converted, his zeal in preaching the” gospel earnedhim

respect and appreciation from the Caucasian Christians. They in turn enriched his
Christian knowledge and helped him . to found the Fort.Street Chiﬁese Church and to
defend the political rights of the Chinese migrants in Hawaii. According.to Goo Kim
" Fui’s own recall, he was taught and encouraged by a Caucasian Christian friend i in:

 his dealing with the Workingmen’s Party during the heyday of anti-Chinese activities.

The Caucasian Christian remined Goo that it.would be much easier to resist ramal
discrimination at the early stages and adv1sed Goo to make use of the mass medla in
the struggle against anu—Chlnese agitation.”? -

As a self-made ‘man, Goo Kim Fui retained close contact with small merchants and
the common masses: His emphasm on popular support.can be revealed by the success
of his various activities. His fund-raising campaigns often weie well responded by the
general public, and his rehglous activities were also .well received by the Chinese in_
Hawaii. Within a few years, his church was obliged to expand and had to add other
buildings to house the increasing church goers. His strategy of providing free educa-
tion opportunities for the children, both hoys.and gitls,” of the Chinese migrants
no doubt won the hearts of many people who' mlght otherwise had been. apathetic to
Christian beliefs. And the Christian influence of course also left its ‘marks on these

_ children’ who went to the free church school. E1ghty years after his death in 1908,

Goo is still well remembered by the members of the church which was founded by
him.”® An assembly hall was named after him to remember his labor when the church
moved from the Fort Street to the South King Street in 1929.

In short, Goo Kim Fui’s influence was the product of his simultaneous malnten-
ance of close rela‘aonsh1ps w1th the Chmese community, Hawaiian authorities and
Caucasian’ Christian friends. His. marriage to a Hawaiian noble woman and his conver-
sion to Christianity provided him good connections with the royal families as well as
influentia] Hawaiians and Caucasians. These connections ¢nabled him to seek

' sympathy and assistance - from them for his countrymen durmg the antl-Chmese

agitations. Meanwhlle, as a key fxgure of variots Chinese communlty organlzatloné,
such as the United Chinese Society,: the Chinese Christian Association, Wai Wah Yee
“Yuen and- the Fort Street Chinese Church, Goo Kim Fui was able to muster the
resources ‘of the CHinese i in Hawaii in times of crisis. Furthermore, his conversion to
«Chrlstlanlty and marriage to a Hawaiian reinforced h1s desire to transfer himself froma
sojourner to a settler in Hawaii." After he returned to Honolulu in 1892, hé served 4 as
secular and sp1r1tua1 leader of the Chlnese community for flfteen more years. It was
1in his last’years of life that he made the greatest contribution to the Chlnese mlgrants
in Hawan '
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Footnotes:

. Goo Kim Fui’s life stroy is based on his autobiographic note, in Goo Kim Fui,

T'an tao chin shin (Records on Hawaii), (Shanghai, Hua-mei Bookstore, 1907).
Goo’s date of death can be found in Makiki Cemetery in Honolulu, Hawaii.. A
short biography of Goo Kim Fui was also published in The Friend, 65: 6 (June,

1908), pp. 6-7.

. Goo recalled that the Hakkas from various districts struck together like brothers

behind him during his first journey to Hawaii. For details see Goo Kim Fuj,
op, cit. pp. 186-188.

. Ibid., pp. 189, 213.
. Various figures on Chinese migrants to Honolulu can be found in Board of Health,

Report of the Board of Health, biennial (1874, 1899) and annual (1907-1970).
Goo also kept a detailed record on the number of Chinese migrants to Honolulu
between 1852 and 1886. Goo Kim Fui, op. cit., pp. 40-45.

. Ibid., pp. 92-98,107, 162-164, 167, 173.
. Charles E. Glick, Sojourners and Settlers, Chinese Migrants in Hawaii (Honolulu,

The University. Press of Hawaii, 1980), p. 12. For more detailed description on
the life of the early Chinese migrants, see The Chinese of Hawaii (Honolulu, 1929),

Vol. 1.

. For the full text of the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, see Chinese Bureau, The

Law and Regulations Restricting Chinese Immigration to the Hawaii Islands
(Honolulu, Hawalian Gazette co., 1896).

. Charles E. Glick, op. cit., p. 215.
. Many Caucasians blamed Chinese for bringing down the living standard in Hawaii.

A minister of a leading Honolulu church said, ““The Chinaman is a bachelor. More
than that, he will herd like a beast, with his fellows, to save rent, and live on rice
and refuse from the butcher’s stall. . . .-we cannot afford to so reduce the earnings
of this class of our white men that they can no longer afford to marry, or, being
married, cannot properly. support their families and . educite their children.” See
Charles E. Glick, op. cit., pp. 16-17. ' " '
Ibid., p. 211. ‘

Goo Kim Fui, op. cit.,, p. 25.-

Ibid., p. 96. :

Both Li and Loo were inﬂuential"‘t‘némbers in the United Chinese Society. See
Goo Kim Fui, op. cit, pp. 93, 96-98, 120. : ’ '

Although Goo stated in his book that he and King Kalakaua were good friends, he'
did not seem happy with the drunken habits of the King. "Ibid., pp. 200, 240,

_268..
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Ibid,, p. 95.
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In Lieu ‘of real estate, a person might get an outward passport through a guarantor.
Ibid. pp. 96, 206. In'1887 the United Chinese Society and the Hawaiian govern-
ment worked out an arangement-by which a’ Chinese could obtain an official
“certificate’’ from the United- Chinese Society for two dollars to serve as proof of
residence. See Charles E. Glick, op. cit., pp. 212-213. Goo, nevertheless, stated
that the fee for the certificate was five dollars payable to the United Chinese
Society. The fees collected from these certificates were used as part of the United
Chinese Society building funds. See Goo Kim Fui, op. cit., p. 106.

For' the details of the establishment of the United Chinese Society see the the
United Chinese Society, ed., Tan- hsiang-shan Chung-hua hui-kuan wu shih chou
nieh chi-nien te-ka'u (the United Chinese Society Golen Jubllee Publication),
(Honolulu, 1934). Goo.Kim Fui, op. cit., pp. 92-93. '

Ibid, p. 96. '

It seems that Goo was a leader for the small business c1rcle He collected $188
from 87 shops and individuals, though he contributed $550 himself. - -For the
names of contributors, see Goo Kim Fui, op. cit., pp. 98-106. "According to the
record of the United Chinese Society, Goo contributed $1,000 to the building
fund. See the United Chinese Soc1ety, ed., op. cit., p. 1.

Charles E, Glick,.op. cit., p. 205.

Ibid., pp. 216-217. -
Lein-wei-hui and the Bon On Guk were not the Same organization. Lein-wei-hui

sometimes adopted quite aggressive. defense measures. - It held mass demonstrations
and sent out armed patrol aquads. See Goo K1m fuj, op. cit., pp. 117-119.

Although Goo went back to China in 1890 with the mt_entlon_to stay there, for
some unknown reasons, he did not close his business erite'rprises. .Goo Kim Fui,
op. cit, p- 240.

For Goo’s activities in Mei Hsien see Goo Kim Fui, op. czt pp- 248-266. Goo was
notified about the death of C. Alee by a friend who met Goo in Hong Kong: Goo
was reminded by him that the Chinese in Hawaii were facing anti-Chinese agitation

" without a leader. Goo thus deciided ‘to return to Honolulu. He also mentioned

25.
-26.

217.

-28.
© 29.

“that his Hawaiian wife was very homesmk. Ib1d PP 107 108 258, 266- 268

Ibid., pp. 252-256. -
Nevertheless, Goo did have all the honor and pr1v1leges of an expectant off1c1a1

such as an eight-man sedan. and official gown and cap: As a matter of fact, Goo
was the only one- wearing an -official gown among the OffICCI‘S of.the Umted'
Chinese Soc1ety in Hawaii, -

Fu1, op. czz‘ pp- 112,117-118.

Ibid,, p. 119.
Charles E. Glick, op. cit., pp. 221-223,  Goo K1m Fui, op. cit, pp. 109-112. -

an




18

30.

31.
32.
33.

34,

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

TUNGHAI JOURNAL

Goo reminded President Dole that 2 newly established government should not
create any political discontent among its people. Dole tried to persuade Goo that
the proposed bill was for the protection of the Chinese merchants in Hawaii, for
it would prevent new Chinese immigrants from engaging in business activities after
their labor contracts expired. For details, see Goo Kim Fui, op. cit. pp. 109-110.
Charles E. Glick, op. cit., p. 222. Goo Kim Fui, op. cit. pp. 119-120.

Ibid., p. 121.

A larger number of Japanese men arrived in the single year of 1899 than the entire
population of Chinese men in Hawaii after a century of migration. See Charles E.

‘Glick, op. cit, pp. 18-19.

Goo Kim.Fuj, op. cit.,, p. 123.
Ibid, p. 123.-Charles E. Glick, op. cit., p. 214.
For a description of the epidemic, see The Friend, 54: 9 (Sept., 1895), p. 72.
According to the report of The Friend, a general cleaning of the city began on Aug.
23, Honolulu was divided into ten districts. Many foul places were cleaned out,
especially in Chinatown and great quantities of disinfectants were used. The

-disease was termed as ““Asiatic cholera’ by the Board of Health of Honolulu.

For the details on the establishment of the Wai Wah Yee Yuen, see Charles, E
Glick, op. cit., pp. 234-235. The Chinese of Hawaii, Vol. 1. Goo Kim Fui, op. cit.,
p- 271-274.

The figures  estimated by Professor-Charles E. Glick are somewhat different from
Goo’s account. For a comparison of the number of Chinese migrants coming to
Hawaii during these years, see Charles E. Glick, op. cit., p. 21, and Goo Kim Fui,
op. cit., p. 60-63. v

For the various anti-Chinese regulations, see Chinese Bureau, €d., The law and

" Regulations Restricting Chinese Immigration.

40.

41.
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In the United States, anti-Chinese sentiments had run high since the establishment
of the Workingmen’s Party in California and other states in the late 1870%. In
1880, both major political parties in the United States favored the restriction of
Chinese immigration in their national platforms. In 1880, a new treaty was
concluded between China and the United States, permitting the mutual exclusion
of immigration. For details, see Carl Wittke, We Who Built America (1965), pp.

476-477. For the full texts of the Chinese exclusion acts, see Chinese Bureau, éd.,
The law and Regulations Restricting Chinese Immigration. By the end of 1880’
on the American continent, the application of the Scott Act was extended to its
extreme limits. Many Chinese who went back China for a visit were not allowed
to come back the United States. See B. L. Sung, The Story of ithe Chinese in
America (New York, Collier Books, 1971), p. 53-54. ‘

Goo had a detailed account on the petitions. Accordmg to Goo he went to see
President Dole and the cabinet members of the Provisional Government three titheg
in May, 1894 asking for falr treatment of the Chinese. President Sanford B. Déle;,
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a longtime Christian friend of Goo, promised to help Goo.in seeking a better
treatment of Chmese mlgrants in Hawaii. See Goo Kim Fuj, op. cit., pp. 124-129.
Ibid., p. 131.

The United States government appointed a-five-man commission- to settle ‘the

annexation process. Sanford Dole and judge Frear, both from Hawaii and
representing the people of Hawaii, were in the commission. According to Goo’s
remarks, both'Dole and Frear were his longtime friends. For the details on Goo’s
remarks and the pro and con discussions between. Goo and the Hawaiian delegates,
see Goo Kim Fui, op. cit., pp. 131-134.

.Charles E. Glick, op. cit., p. 225. Goo Kim Fuj, op. cit., p. 134:

Yong. was a controversial figure. He was a native of Chung-shan where a great’
number of the Chinese labourers in Hawaii and thé United States came from.

. Yong was supposed to be on good term with the Chinese migrants in Hawaii and

to have been familiar withr the local conditions. Although Yong was once
commended in the Chinese newspaper for his efforts during the 1900 fire, Goo.

-seems to have regarded him as an 1nexpenenced diplomat who did not perform his

dutiés well. See Goo Kim Fui, op. cit., p. 154. Yong was later threatened with
death by a group of Chinese migrants for his role as a supporter of the Protect the.
Emperor Society. See “Chi T’an-hsiang-shan lin-shih Yang Wei-pin ' shou-hsia”
(Note on the treat received by Yang Wei-pin, the Chinese consul in Honolulu),
Ch’ing-yi pao (a.periodical published by the Protect the Emperor Soaety) Vol.

© 55 (Aug. 25, 1900). In mid-1900, Yong proposed to send parts of the relief fund
- of the 1900 fire to Peking for repair to the Empress Dowager’s summer palace.

46.
47,
48.

49.
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His proposal was challenged by the United Chinese Society in the court. Subse-

quently, Yong was recalled in late 1902. See Charles e. Glick, op. cit., pp. 283-

-284. Since then, Goo was appomted as the Acting Consul. Goo Kim Fui, op. cit.,

P 169

‘Goo Kim Fuj, op. cit,, p-. 135

Gharles E. Glick, op. cit, p. 25. Goo Kim Fui, op. cit., p. 136.

Charles E. Glick, op. cit., p. 215. The Friend, 56: 9 (Sept., 1898), p. 71. Goo Klm
Fuj, op. cit., pp. 137-138. ‘

In order to protect the Chinese labourers, Goo made several complamts and .

requested 1nvest1gat10ns See Tun Yuke Char, ed The Sandalwood Mountams
(Honolulu, University of Hawau Press, 1975), p- 81, Goo Knn Fui, op. cit., pp 138, !

142-147, |
For discussions on the epidemic and the 1900 fire, see Goo Kim Fu1, op. cit., |

‘pp 141-158. Gharles E. Glick, op. cit.,  pp- 229-231. The Friend, 58: 1 (Jan.,

1900) PpP. 2-3. “t’ an-hsiang-shan Hua-jen pei nuch t’san chuang chi,” (The tragic

‘conditions of the. Honolulu Chinese in. the 1900: f1re) Ch’ing=yi .pao, Vol 36

(Feb 20, 1900).
‘Goo Kim Fui, op. cit., p. 143.
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Ibid., p. 144. Charles E. Glick, op. cit., p. 229.

Goo Kim Fuj, op. cit., pp. 147-148.

Ibid, pp. 145-154.

Ipbid., p. 213.

Ibid., p. 216.

Ibid., pp. 223-235.

The Fort Street Chinese Church moved from the Fort Street to South King Street
in 1929 and changed its name formally to The First Chinese Church of Christ in
Hawaii. The new church building looks like a replica of the old one at the Fort
Street. ‘

For the text of Samuel Damon’s sermon on this occasion, see Samuel Damon,
““Address at the Chinese Church, Sabbath Afternoon, Jan. 2, 1881,” The Friend,
38: 1, Supplement (Jan., 1881). The sermon covered the history of Christian
missionary efforts among the Chinese in Hawaii during the twenty-five year period
preceding 1881, A list of the contributors’ names also appears in the Supplement.
See Table 1 for a break-down of donations.

For the names of those baptized during this period, see Goo Kim Fui, op. cit,
pp. 218-223. The Baptism Record of the Members of Chinese Christian Church
of Honolulu, Hawaii (Honolulu, 1929 recopied).

Charles E. Glick, op. cit., p. 212. Goo Kim Fuj, op. cit., p. 98.

The Chinese Christain Association of Hawaii, Centennial Yearbook (Honolulu,
Chinese Christain Association, 1977), pp. 6, 12.

63. Ibid., p. 12. Goo Kim Fui, op. cit., pp. 236-239.
64. Ibid., p. 238.

65.
66.

The Chinese Christian Association of Hawaii, op. cit., p. 13.
Goo Kim Fui, op. cit, pp. 217, 238-239. As a practice, the names of the members

- were written in both Chinese and English in the early days. And the dialect identi-

67.

(20)

ties were also recorded in the The Baptism Record of the Members of Chinese
Christian Church of Honolulu, Hawaii until the 1940’s. Presumably, the second
and third generations of the natural-born Hawaiian Chinese grew up and many of
them no longer used dialect 1dent1t1€s as the main group 1dent1ty

Goo Kim Fuij, op. cit.; pp 270-271.



GOO KIM FUI: A CHINESE COMMUNITY LEADER IN HAWAIT*

21

Table 1
Number of Donors for the
Fort Street Chinese Church

| N or-x;.Chines‘é‘ .

| e
$501-1200 0 1
$250 — 500 "3 1
$100 — 249: 9 12
$ 5199 8 0

~$ 20-50 85 20
$ 10 —19 31 7
$ 5-9 37 . 3
$§ 1-4 S | 0

* Except three Hawaiian entltles with a total of $2 2, all others were
Caucasmns

Sources: Goo Klm Fui, op. czt pp- 223-234. The Frzend 38 1 (Jan.,
1881), supplement.

68

69.

70.
71.
72.

The Chinese Christian Association of Hawaii, op. cit, pp. 12-13. Goo Kim Ful,
op. .cit.,. p. 238

Various figures are derived from The Baptzsm Record of The Members of Chinese
Christian Church of Honolulu, Hawaii.

Goo Kim Fuj, op. cit, p. 131.

The Friend, 65: 6 (June, 1908), pp: 6-7.

Goo récalled that it was a-Caucasian friend who suggested to resist the dlscnmma—
tion as €arly as possible.  The friend also advised Goo to inake use of the mass
media. . See Goo Kim Fui, op. cit., pp. 116-117, 119. .
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"~ ABSTRACT

Among the Six Script Forms of Chinese characters, the Chih-shih type (diag-
rammatic form) is the most difficult one to produce and therefore subsume the
smallest number-of characters. Traditional scholars have been disagreed in opinion
about the definition and exact membership of this type of characters. . This article is
written in an ‘attempt to settle these problems. It is dmded into four parts. The
first chapter deals-with the difficulty of establishing a sound definition of Chih-shih
‘characters.* The second chapter traces the emergence and development of Chih-shih
characters. ‘The third chapter examines the principle by which Chih-shih characters
were produced The fourth chapter illustrates’the classificatlon of - Chih-shih
characters.
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John Stuart Mill and the Irish Question:
Parliamentarianism and Violence in the Mid-19th Century

by David Decker, Ph. D. *
Foreign Languages and Literature

@

Traditionally,' Irish exé.speration and fury at British misgovernment has been linked .

with their perception of British indifference to Irish affairs. Irish policy between the
time of Cromwell and the 19th century was largely based on the assumption that

uprisings - must ‘be quelled, and Ireland K was otherwise a minor concern in British

politics. At no other time was this.so. obvious as during the Irish famine, 1845-50,

‘when indifference and the inadequacy of relief measures undertaken by Parliament, at

a time when Ireland was exporting food, convinced the more militant wing of Irish
nationalists .such as John Mitchel that a policy of deliberate genocide was being
followed with the twofold purpose of eliminating a politically unreliable segment of
the British population and acquiring new pasture land. To Lord Clarendon’s appeal
for Irish relief, Lord John Russell, then Prime Minister, replied:

The state of Ireland for the next few nionths, must be one of great sufferirig.
Unhappily the agitation’ for Repeal [of the Anglo-Irish Act of Union] has
contrived to destroy nearly all sympathy in this country. (Costigan 183)

Sir Charles Trevelyan, Secretary of the Treasury, wrote, after starvation had been

very widespread in Ireland for over a year without government relief, that:

-The poorest and most ignorant Irish peasant must, I think, by this time have
become sensible of the-advantage of belonging to a powerful community like
that of the United Kingdom, the establishments and pecunary resources
of wh1ch are at all times ready to be employed for his benef1t (Costlgan 184)

We are forced to conclude that there is no intended incongruity or wrony here, only
blindness.. Thus, the sénse that violence was the only thing which would elicit a
response,” developed among what would now be called the grassroots in Ireland, and

-this found expression in rural acts of terror throughout the century, part1cu1arly aftér

the horrors of the famine. :
Jt has been one aspect of Anglo-Irish relatlons, certamly dunng the past 200 years
or so,. for the notion of violence to have become linked in the Irish mind with reform,

or at very least, concern about Ireland by a British government. Ireland is a footnote

to British historif; Britain informs virtually the entire text of Irish history since Queen
Elizabeth. - It is perhaps to be regretted on both sides -of the Irish sea that while ,thi_s
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need not have been true, it has been demohstrably true, that non-parliamentary
methods have often paid off in parliamentary gains for Ireland. Leaving Tory govern-
ment, landed interest, and manufacturing interest aside, it took violence to shock
even the most humane, liberal, and I will go so far as to say virtuous of contemporary
English thinkers into a sensible, practical study of Irish grevances.

.In 1851, John Stuart Mill, three years after publication of his Principles of Political
Economy, which devoted two chapters to Ireland, was offered an Irish seat in
Parliament by Charles Gavan Duffy on behalf of the newly-formed Tenant Right
League. The League’s objective was to extend the rights enjoyed by many tenants in
the north of Ireland, who, in connection with the Anglo-Scottish settlement, had
fixed tenure and a gua.fantee of reasonable rent, to the tenants of the entire island.
Min declined because of East India Company concerns, and quite possibly, misgivings
about the League’s integrity. This group soon collapsed due in part to political jobbery
.and eorruption among important Tenant Leadue MP’s, notably John Sadleir and
William Keogh.. Within seven years of the League’s inception, it had faded into
oblivion. The same year, 1858, saw the beginning of a new political force which was
to have an extraordinary effect on extra-parliamentary Irish politics for the rest of the
century, and whose effect, it can be shown, is felt at the pfesent day. This was the
Fenian movement.

()

In 1868 John Stuart Mill published a slim- 44-page pamphlet which became a lead-
ing influence on the Irish land question for the next decade and beyond. England and
Ireland was Mill’s definitive statement about a remedy for Irish disaffection, a subject
which he had treated in depth in every edition of Principles of Political Economy from
1848 onward, and one which appears in his numerous political works including news-
paper editorials. England and Ireland contains = firm practical position on what Irish

- propagandists such as Parnell and Davitt called the ‘3 F’s” which every tenant farmer
‘should be guaranteed: fixity of tenure, fair rent, and freedom to sell property- and

" produce. These were the rockbottom goals of an agricultural proletariat who owned
(often very literally) nothing but their rags and their labor. -

Mill’s direct and immediate provocation to write England and Treland was the 1867
~Fenian Uprising. This insurrection was, as were all major 19th-century rebellions in
Ireland, quickly quelled, but the event was for men of even the most elementary
foresight, not to mention of Mill's genius, 2 more ominous portent than any Irish

" disturbance for a century and a half. Fenianism signalled the wave of the future in
‘Trish violence, and its distinctiveness from earlier rebellious bodies was markedly
twofold.

On the one hand, it was the first political mass movement in modem Irish history
to be lead almost entirely by secular rather than religious interests-and associations.
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This was to encourage far stronger no-holds-barred tactics and lack of “Christian
charity” to the enemy, but much more importantly, it was to place the movement
beyond the reach of the Catholic hierarchy: it is a commonplace of Anglo-Irish history

- that the overwhelming majority of Irish Catholic bishops most definitely did not want

a rebellion or an 1ndependant Ireland. Indeed Fenian membership became a matter of
automatic excommunication: Sean O’Faolain’s fine short story ‘“My Grander” turns on
the impossibility for a professed Fenian to be buried in a Catholic cemetery;a more
recent excommunicant (belonging to the modem version of the Fenian movement) was
playwright Brendan Bchan, who described his religious dilemma in Borstal Boy:

On the other hand, the Fenian Movement had been founded in 1858, not in
Dublln, or Cork or Galway, but in New York. The movement’s leader Johnl O’Mahoney
was a-Tipperary farmer who had taken part in the abortive post-famine uprising of
1848 and had fled to the United States via Paris. Called in English the Irish Repub-
lican Brotherhood, or L /R B., Fenianism was the dn‘ect lineal ancestor of the modern
Irish Republican Army or LRA

Here for historical clarity let us distinguish Fenianism (from ‘Fianna’’--warrior
followers of Finn MacCumbhail) from the liberal parliamentary movement Sinn Fein
(“ourselves alone,” ‘‘self-determination’) initiated by Arthur Griffith in 1905. Turn-
of-the-century British public opinion. often did not make this distinction. Sinn Fein
may be conveniently equated with its political objective: in English, Home Rule, which
meant something along the lines of the Dominijon status of Canada for Ireland under-
the British crown, and internal self-government. 1

The Fenians or I. R. B., whose violence provoked Mill’s pamphlet, had a rather
different program than Griffith’s Sinn Fein, and provxded the three participants for the
last public hanging in England, at Manchester in.1867. The Fenian s demanded total

~unconditional separation of Ireland from Great Britain, to be achieved.if necessary, as

they thought it was, by force of arms. The Fenian Proclamation of 1867 made clear
its grievances and political objectives: ‘ '

. our rights and liberties have been trampled on by an alien aristocracy,
" who, treating us as foes, usurped our lands, and- drew away from our unfor-
tunate country all material riches. . . . today, having no honourable alternative
left, we again appeal to force as a last resort.. .. unable longer to endure
the curse of monarchical government, we aim at founding a Republic based on
'universal sufferage . . . . The soil of Ireland at present in the possession of an
oligarchy belongs to us, the Irish people, and to us it must be restored. We
declare, also, ‘in favor of absolute.liberty of conscience, and the complete
 separation of Church and State. ... . [emphasis mine] (Lee 54) '
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]

Sinn Fein would mean liberal; if quite drastic, parliamentary reform; Fenianism meant,
or came to mean, terror. The 1867 uprising, the bombing in Clerkenwell which
claimed so many hves, the pubhc hangmg of the so-called Manchester Martyis, the
Invincibles’ assassmatron of Burke and Cavendish in the Phoemx Park (the cabran’s
shelter 4t the end of Ulysses is mentioned by Bloom to be run by Skm the Goat
Fitzharis, an accomphce), and so much more which is beyond ‘our scrope here, were
direct results of the Fenian movement. ‘In contrast with Irish political organizations
of the past, Fenianism meant secular nationalist (culturally Catholic majorlty/Tone-
Emmett-Parnellite Protestant or agnost1c mlnorlty) terror financed " in varylng
degrees from 1858 till now with Amencan money o
The F enians, established sem1—secret societies in Ireland and Britain almost
sxmultaneously with the 1oundmg of the new York headquarters As the movement
giew in numbers and weapons, the British and Anglo- Irish governing class seemed
unaffected by its growth _evidently satlsfled that virtually all that'could be, done for
Ireland had been done. Mill himself, who must be taken as a representatlve of the most
enhgh tened contemporary liberal opinion, could write in 1861 that
If all Irishmen have not yet arrived at the same disposition towards England, it
is. . . because, until of late years, they have beenso atrociously governed, that
“all their best feelings combined with their bad ones in rousing bitter resent-
ment against the Saxon rule. This disgrace to England, and calamity to the
_ whole empire, has, it may be truly said, completely ceased for nearly a genera-
tion. No Irishman is now less free than an Anglo-Saxon, nor has a less share
of every benefit either to his country or to his individual fortunes, than if he
were sprung from any other portion of the British dominions. . . . There is
now next to,nothing, except the memory of the past, and the dlfference in
the predommant re11g10n, to keep apart two races. (Three Essays 387)

Six years later Karl Marx, who had been following and interpretin‘g Irish- political
developments throught the ‘50’s and ‘60’ noted:

'I"heref.ore her depopulation must go yet further, that she may fulfill her true
destiny, that of an English sheep-walk and cattle-pasture.
 Like all good things in this bad world this profitable method has its draw-
) ,backs With the accumulation of rents in.Ireland, the accumulation of the
"Irrsh in America keeps pace. . The Irishman, banished by sheep and ox, re-
appears on the other side of the ocean as a Fenian, and face to face with the
old queen of the seas rises, threatening and more threatening, the young
giant Repubhc ws (Marx 711-12) S
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That "same year, in an emergency session, the First International strongly -endorsed
Marx’ memorial [motion] that the three Manchester Fenian prisoners, who had been
brilliantly but unsuccessfully defended by the Chartist leader Ernest _]ones, be granted
stays of executlon : : :

“The memorial of the undersigned, representlng workmg men’s associations
in all palts of Europe, showeth

“That the execution of the - Irish pnsoners condemned to death at
Manchester will greatly impair the moral influences of England upon the
European Cortinent. . . . But even if the verdict of the Manchester jury and
the evidence it rests upon had not been tainted by the British government
itself, the latter would now have to choose between the blood-handed
practices of old Europe and the magnammous humanity of the young Transat-
lantic Republic. :

““The commutation of the sentence for which we pray will be an act not
only of justice, but of political wisdom.

“By order of the General Council of the 1. W. Association. .

20 November, 1867

To this are appended ten signatures of the Secretariat, including *“Karl Marx, Secretary
for Germany.” This did not stéy the executions, which took place three days later, and
which provoked rage and disgust throughout nationalist Ireland, and guilt and regret
yamong British intellectuals. Most s1gn1f1cantly for the relationship between the two
~ islands, the executions provided martyrs for a nationalist/revolutionary cause which
* was to transform utterly landed interests throughout Ireland, particularly*in what were
. to become the “southern” twenty- 51x ‘counties. ‘The 1848 rebellion had been little
more than a fiasco; for nearly twenty years thereafter Ireland was a theater for random
acts of violence, and the Irish land issue the victim of parhamentary ineffectiveness.
. Henceforth, however, Fenianism and its menacmg threat would play a decisive role in
Anglo -Irish relations.

()

Gladstone was appomted Prime Minister in December of 1868 the same year
that Mill’s England and Ireland appeared; declaring that “my mission is to pacify
Ireland.” Two years later he carried through Parliament the first Irish Land Act, which
‘.the Irish novelist George Moore said brought the Middle Ages to an, end in Ireland.
This Act approximately realized the goals of the now-extinct Tenant nght League
which had offered Mill an Irish seat.in the House of Commons nearly twenty years
earlier. Gladstone was strongly influenced by Mill, to whom he applied the title ¢‘the
saint of rationalism,”” and it is hardly deniable that England and Ireland helped serve
as'a catalyst in‘Gladstone’s reforms then and later. It will be useful to examine briefly
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this influential document.

Mill begins by reminding us that the entire area of Ireland had been confiscated
three times over, and that the rights of the Catholic majority, promised in return for a
cessation of hostilities by the Treaty of Limeérick (which, and not the Battle of the
Boyne a vyear eaylier, ended the Jacobite Wars) had been promptly abrogated and
suspended for well over a century. He calls the Famine “‘appalling,’” but notes the
benefit of the lower population to the living. English thought, until that time, had
been optimistic about peaceful improvement taking place in Ireland in the ‘50’s and
‘60’ s (years of great and solid prosperity in the larger island, the Crimean War not-
withstanding). But, he says, »

It is upon a people, or atleast upon the upper and middle classes; basking in this
fool’s paradise, that Fenianism has burst, like a clap of thunder in a clear sky,
unlooked for and unintelligible, and has found them utterly unprepared to
meet it and to deal with it. The disaffection which they flattered themselves
had been cured, suddenly shows itself more intense, more violent, more
unscrupulous, and more universal than ever. Repressed by force in Ireland
itself, the rebellion visits us in our own homes, scattering death among those
who have given no provocation but that of being English-born. (Mill, in On
Ireland 6)

He observes that English indifference to the righting of individual wrongs in Ireland
has now led to an overwhelming desire for general independence. He notes that
England’s natural disqualifications to rule Ireland are two: England’s conceit of her
own institutions, and a wholly different history and social economy;these must be
understood before there is any possibility for just rule in Ireland. He further argues
against absolute landed property, unless the institution is

. rooted in the oldest recollectlons of the people;the landed families must
be identified with the religion of the country, with its nationality, with its
ancient rulers, leaders, defenders. . . .

These conditians have been found, in some considerable measure, or at all
events, nothing contrary to them has been found, for many centuries, in
England. All that is most opposite to them has at all times existed in Ireland.
(Mill, -in On Irelarid 11)

He speculates on Admiral Hoche’s -attempted landing during the French Revolu-
tion. (he was kept off only by adverse weather, Mill correctly notes) and asserts that
what Hoche would have done, namely seized and distributed the land, has still to be
-done in a modified fashion. And time is running out: -
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A few years ago it might not have been necessary to do as much as he would
have done. . . . But such reforms as these, granted at the last moment, would
hardly give a week’s respite from active disaffection. The Irish are no longer
reduced to 'take anything they can get. They have acquired the sense of

 being supported by prosperous multitudes of their countrymen on the
opposite side of the Atlantic.- (Mill, in On.Ireland 20-21)

Mill, like Marx, understands the threat posed by Irish-American money and potential
leaders in any new insurrection. He calls, as a . countermeasure, for a policy ‘which
will give the Irish peasant what he would gain by a successful revolution: permanent
possession of his tilled land, subject to a fixed tax. He states: “such a change may be
revolutionary, but revolutionary measures are now required” (Mill, On Ireland 21).
He points out why distant India is better governed than nearby Ireland: in India there
is the incentive -of the professional businessman to insure smooth operation of Indian
government and productivity, by men ‘‘who have passed their lives in India, and made
Indian interests their professional occupation’ (Mill,lin On Ireland 23). Further, England
acquired India when the former was a developing imperialist and capitalist power, -
with a national sense. of morality, and not, as in the case of Ireland’s conquest, in a |
state of medieval savagery. He believes that England and Ireland should ‘continue
united, but asks:

If England is unable to learn what has to be learnt, and unlearn what has to
be unleamnt, in order to make her rule willingly accepted by the Irish people

. if this supposition, whichever way we choose to tum it, is true, are we the
power which, according to the general fitness of things and the rules of
morality, ought to govern Ireland? (Mill, in On Ireland 23-4)

He foresees enormous military budgets in both islands if they were to separate, and
very accurately predicts Catholic/Protestant strife in the north of Ireland. Further, he
claims that the Irish masses are as yet untrained to rule; Therefore the only real benefit
to Ireland of indépendence would be very simply that tenant farmers would become
proprietors; and - this could be a sufficient single hope to prompt'a continued krish
rebellion. The current government may prevent this only by appropriating Irish land,
compensating landlords, and renting land to tenant-proprietors at a fixed and fair
rent. Finally, to the modemn reader with a knowledge of Fascism, Stalinism and
Realpolitik, his concluding argument for land reform in Ireland marks a division
between certain types of 19th-and 20th-century political thought: -he pléads that
foreign nations, and the opinion of posterity will criticise British policy if the govern-
ment does not act in accordance with right and morality in this issue. The extent. to
which governments of the modern superpowers are susceptible to worries about what
other countries think about their political decisions may be debatable;but the concern
for posterity’s opinion must be canceded to form virtually no part of the political
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mentality in the modern superstate.
He ultimately returns to the danger of Fenian- terror, and brings his argument for
Irish land reform back to the practical sphere:

Let our statesmen be assured that now, when the long deferred day of
Fenianism has come, nothing which is not accepted by the Irish tenantry as a
permanent solution of the land difficulty will prevent Fenianism, or some-
thing equivalent to it, from being the standing torment of the English Govern—
ment and people. (Mill, in On Ireland 44)

av)

The reforms gained by parliamentary means throughout the 1870’s and 1880’s
were to tumn (partlcularly southemn) Ireland into a country of small proprietors who
farm their own holdings. One of the most conservative of western European nations,
Ireland arrived at rural conservatism in these decades paradoxically through the
constant threat of revolutionary violence. This was augmented through the probing at
Britain’s conscience by her liberal intellectuals, one of the most important of whom-
was most assuredly Mill, with his strong direct ties with Gladstone. His influence on
Irish reform during his lifetime, which included the Disestablishment of the Irish
(Protestant) Church Act (passed in 1869, operative in 1871) and Gladston€’s first Irish
Land Act (1 870),already mentioned, continued after his death in 1873. Between 1870
(in which year Issac Butt founded the Home Rule Association) and 1909 Parliament
passed six major Irish Land Acts (1870, 1881; 1885, 1891, 1903, and 1909) in a
successful effort to transfer most of Irish land to its tillers. But the violence of those
decades points to the fact that parliamentary measures followed, rather than preceded .
potential and actual acts of violence in Ireland. It 'could be argued that Pearse and
Connolly, in choosing armed rebellion in 1916 instead of waiting for the implementa-
tion of the temporarily postponed Home Rule Bill, were responding to the unfortunate
but unmistakeable success of terror as a catalyst in parliamentary reform. Mill seems
to have been all too correct in his analysis of and prescription for the Irish land ques-

_tion, and in his warning of 1868 that the problem would have to be cured radically
‘and 1mmed1ately, or it would be incurable.
Pearse wrote in February, 1910, a few weeks before the Easter rebellion:

Obviously, if any nation can obtain its freedom without bloodshed, it is its
duty so to obtain. . . if England after due pressure were to say tous, here
take Ireland, no one would be so foohsh as to answer no, we’d rather fxght
you for it. (Lee 145)

Yet, broadly-speaking, that is the choice he made, and the offer he refused; some form
of Home Rule was virtually certain to be carried out after the War. But it was already
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too late. The Australian historian P. d’Farrell wrote regarding Anglo-Irish relations
that: ' ‘
| . the lessons of the past would seem to confirm a familiar hlstorlcal therne
when the men of politics fail to ‘accommodate the great problems and changes
of their day, they will eventually be replaced as arblters by the men of
violence. (O’ Farrell 180) : :

Traditions of parliamentarianism and violence in Irish politics have come down to
the present. Mill’s increased awareness of the political realities in the smaller island in
what was essentially a call for the nationalization and redistribution of Irish land
represents the vanguard of progressive politics in the liberal tradition of English
statesmanship, which brought about a thorough solution to the agricultural problem
in Ireland. That an armed insurrection, the Fenian rising, prompted his most radical,

" concise and effective writing on the this question is a telling example of a recurreént,
and very real p'attern, which established itself throughout .the century. The Anglo-
" Irish war which culuminated in the Treaty of 1922 (and signalled the 20th-century
breakup of the Empire) had a direct link with the forces of rural violence even aftei‘
‘the causes for rural grievances had been largely. elimir}éted' by the Land Acts, the
corréspondence between violvence and legal reform having become a regrettable
paradigm in Irish affairs which still exists. Modern examples are too complicated ‘
‘and important a subject. for treatment here; out study is ended.. Mill’s prediction
‘was that. tardiness in Irish reforms would combine with a sense of American soli-
darlty, and result in permanent separation. This took place and the result was modern,
' rural/conservatlve nationalist Ireland

Notes

1. For a much more scrupulous view of the early Sinn Fein program (opinions came.
to differ widely) the reader is refered to Arthur Griffith’s The Resurection of
Hungary (1904) in which he envisions 2 new union of Great Britain and Irelarid in
‘a system based on the Austro-Hungarian dual kingdom. This is an important
study based on a belief in constitutional reform, and a document valuable for its
proof of widespread ‘sympathy with Gladstonian liberalism in contemporary
Ireland.
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Concerning the use of time in the Agamemnon of Aeschylus
P. Harwood*

The Oresteia bf which the Agamemnon is the first part, is the only complete
classical Greek trilogy which we still possess today. This essay is principally concerned
with what is a matter of literary technique — Aeschylus’ use of time in the Agamemnon.
However, in ‘the process of examining this use of time one cannot avoid touching on
the substance of the play, and this immediately presents a problem because of its vast
scope, encompassing as it does not only the whole of the Trojan War, but also several
generations of the house of Argos, the history of the gods and several important
matters relevant to the intellectual, political and religious life of Athens at that time.
To pick one’s way across. this vast canvas it is essential to define one’s objectives and
line of approach as precisely as possible. ‘

First then, why is it necessary to examine Aeschylus’ use of time? The reason is
that in the Agamemnon Aeschylus uses time in an extremely sophisticated way. In
the first half of the play the action moves on two levels, which unite at the entry of
Agamemnon himself. This arrangement has led to confusion in the minds'of many
critics who have been unable to discern Aeschylus’ purpose. "In his authoritative study
Greek Tragedy Kitto decisively refutes those critics who regard the introduction of the
Trojan War as a gross intrusion of irrelevant material. He does this by estabhshmg the
intimate connection between the two levels. As Kitto observes, ‘‘the indications are

— though some scholars will disagree — that Aeschylus had what we mniay call a mind;
also that he gave some thought to the composition of his trllogy 11t s hoped that
this essay will make a small contribution to support this judgement of Kitto’s by
examining Aeschylus’ use of time in the first part of the Agamemnon and by attempt-
ing to show the function and effect of this use of time.

Also relevant and necessary to bear in mind are the purposes which Aeschylus
hoped to achieve through. this use of time. Of these the most immediate one was to
present the history of the house of Argos and the blood. feud which affhcted it. By
doing so he intended to demonstrate the moral. bankruptcy of a system of justice
based upon revenge. .

At the same time he is using this story, together w1th the history of the Trojan War,

to explore the questions of crime and punishment, ]ustlce and moral law both at the
" human and the divine level.

In' addition — though thls goes mainly beyond the scope of the Agamemnon and
the present essay — in, the final play of the trllogy Aeschylus was endeavounng to
express support for the judicial powers of the Areopagus, the Atheman court of law,
which was being threatened by the reactionary members of the landed ar1stocracy '

The essay is concerned, then, with literary techmque w1th the content’ of the
play and with the wider purposes. of Aeschylus. outhned above The various stages of
the essay can be set out as, follows:

'

* Department of Foreign Languages and Literature, Tunghai University.
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1. A brief description of the substance of the two levels on which the action moves.

2. A description, with the aid of two diagrams, of how these two levels interrelate.

3. A short review of the historical background which is relevant to the explanation
of function and effect. '

4. Explanation of the function and effect of Aeschylus’ use of time.

As mentioned above the first half of the play moves on two levels. It is in fact
like two plays in one based upon a split time-scale. In order to understand this it is
necessary to sketch in the substance of these two levels. This consists of (a) the family
situation of Agamemnon and (b) the history of the Trojan War. As leader of the Greek
army, which fought against and finally captured Troy, Agamemnon is involved in
both levels — the family situation and the war His involvement in both levels is
reinforced by a terrible act, which has the important function of linking the two
Jevels. In order to enable the Greek army to sail to Troy Agamemnon had sacrificed
his own daughter, Iphigenia. He did this to propitiate the goddess, Artemis, who was
preventing the army from sailing by raising contrary winds. (The reasons for the
opposition of Artemis to the Greek army’s sailing are of a scope and degree of com-
plexity that go beyond the range of the present essay and need not detain us here).

The play opens at the end of the Trojan War, ten years after Agamemnon’s sacri-
ficial murder of his daughter. The place is Argos, the city of which Agamemnon is
King: His wife, Clytemnestra, has been acting as regent in his absence and has, in the
meantime, acquired a lover, Aegisthus, who is a mortal enemy of Agamemnon. (For
the full history of the blood feud, which is central to what follows, see Appendix A).

Clytemnestra has long since established a chain of beacons on islands and promon-
tories in a\nd' around the Aegean Sea. She has done this in order to have immediate
news of a Greek victory in the Trojan War. Sucha victory would, of course, mean the
imminent retum of the Greeks. Clytemnestra: wishes to be prepared for this, because
she is .planniri_g to kill Agamemnon in revenge for his having sacrificed their daughter,
Iphigenia.

The play begins at night ‘with a watchman on the roof of Agamemnon’s palace.
His task is to watch for the beacon and he is bemoaning this wearisome job when the
last in the chain of beacons flares up announcing a Greek victory and the imminent
return of Agamemnon.

One further point needs to be made before the question of the use of time is
addressed. The chorus plays a major role in all that follows. The chorus in this play
consists of old men of Argos who were unable to go with the Greek army to Troy
because of their age. The chorus plays a significant role in most Greek drama and is
particularly prominent in the Agamemnon where it not only participates in the action,
but more importantly is the crucial element in the introduction and unfolding of the
second level, the history of the Trojan War. ' :

The chorus of old men have been able to witness and follow all that has taken
place. They knew of course of the abduction (or elopement) of Helen by (or with)
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Paris from Sparta, which was the original cause of the Trojan War. They witnessed the
events leading up to the sacrifice of Iphigenia, and they have been able to observe

what has taken place in Argos since the beginning of the Trojan War.  They have, in

addition, had ample time to reflect upon all of these events and their implications.
The chorus, therefore, by the experience of age and by their own personal observation
of events are admirably qualified to relate and comment upon those events. They do
so in threc long choral odes, and it is these which constitute the main part of the
second level relating to the Trojan War, though other important contributions are made
by Clytemnestra and the Herald.

We now turn to a description of the two levels and the way in which they in-
terrelate. To give a purely verbal description could not adequately explain and clarify
their complex interrelationship. Two diagrams will help us to visualize the complexities
involved.

The first diagram attempts to show the sequence of events both present (family
story) and past (Trojan War with family associations) and the way in which they

interlock. The column headed Present lists the scquence of events which occurin the -

Agamemnon. This column is intersected by the sequence of. events leading to the
capture of Troy by the Greeks. The two sequences converge with the retumn to Argos
of Agamemnon. In the play we see of course the present sequence of events — the
Watchman sighting the beacon, Clytemnestra making libations to the gods and explain-
ing about, the chain of beacons to the chorus, the arrival of the Herald followed by the
return-of Agamemnon himself.

At the same time as we and the chorus of old men watch these events unfolding,
the same chorus of old men is looking back upon; describing and reflecting on the
events which led up to the present moment — Paris’ abduction of Helen, the gathering
of the army, the omen, the prophesy, the sacrifice of Iphigenia, the sailing to Troy and
the bitterness of the war. This is much more than simple exposition. These three odes
(supported by Clytemnestra’s speech 320-49 and the Herald’s speech 551-84) together
constitute over 500 lines, well over half of the first part of the play to the entrance of
Agamemnon which occurs at line 788.

The quality of the description is so detailed and so vivid that it takes on the nature
of a separate line of action, almost, as pointed out above, of a separate play being
acted out on a separate time scale. It is in fact the dominant element in the first part
of the play. The lower part of Diagram 1 indicates this, the lines with arrow heads
showing .the different stages to which ‘the odes refer. It can be seen that there is a
progression. The events of the Trojan War are being taken up and retold just as the war
itself is coming to an end and parallel with what is happening in Argos.

Turning now to Diagram 2 which is more concerned with content we see that the
events both past and present serve as a vehicle for the exploration of the ideas of
crime and punishment, justice and the moral nature of the gods. In Diagram 2 the
two levels have each been split into two further levels. The present has been divided
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into present in Argos and present in Troy. The past has been divided into causes and
results. :

Each column represents a complex interlocking of actions and reactions in two
different places and at two dlfferent times. Thus, in the first column there is the
Watchman’s sighting in Argos of the final beacon signalling victory and the end of the
war, the departure of the Greeks, the opposition of the goddess, Artemis, the sacrifice
of Iphigenia, the suffering and misery both of Trojans and. Greeks. Not only this
however. There is in each of these choral odes an added commentary, so to speak, in
which the old men meditate upon the meaning and significance of these events for
human life and how they are going to affect the future.

This process is repeated twice more, after Clytemnestra’s $peech of explanation
and after the Herald’s final speech. The two levels, past and present, proceed parallel
with one another until they converge with the arrival of Agamemnon. It is clear that
this was no haphazard arrangement by Aeschylus, but that it was carefully designed
with deliberate intentions as to the effects that it would produce. It now remalns to
see what those effects were.

In order to do this it will be helpful to review the historical background, which
has an important bearing on what follows. The Oresteian trilogy was. first performed
in 458 B. C. -and must have occupied Aeschylus’ thoughts for some years before that.
This was at a time when the Athenian democracy was still in its formative stages and in
the period following on the Persian Wars in which Athens had played so important a
part. Profound changes were taking place both internally and externally.

Externally the balance of power in the Greek world was shifting in favour. of
Athenian naval supremacy. As leader of the Delian League (the naval confederacy
formed to.oppose any further Persian incursions) Athens had new commitments and
responsibilities. Her manipulation of the forces and resources of this league were
increasingly bringing Athens into conflict with her neighbours.

Internally class conflict was growing. The supporters of the nascent democracy
were having to struggle hard to consolidate the gains that had been made and to make
further progress. In particular much thought and debatesurrounded the development
of new .democratic institutions and processes. It is worth reminding ourselves that
these ideas and forms of govemment involving judicial, legislative and executive
procedures were being explored for the first time in human history.- New ground was
being broken. New concepts were being tentatively developed and tested.

Momentous. though these events were, however, they were perhaps ultimately of
Jess significance to ‘the Greek world than the changes which were taking place in the
Greek mind, particularly in the Athenian mind. With the growth of rationalism new
questions were arising and a new consciousness was forming. Amidst all of this
intellectual upheaval a central concern was with the idea of the gods. There was
dissatisfaction with the Homeric gods or at least with the Homeric concept of the gods.
There was concern to establish a moral universe, which would square the vicissitudes
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of human life with some overall design of a divine dimension which would give it
dignity and meaning. The gods of the Homeric epics could not serve this need.
Aeschylus was amongst the foremost to grapple with these problems and to try to
develop -and establish new concepts to-divine action and justice. “‘His'main purpose-was-
to interpret and ju'stify in religious terms, as an expression of a divine design, the
Athenian creation of an ordered democratic society under the rule of law.””?

In the Oresteia, whose intellectual basis is established in the first three choral odes
of the Agamemnon, Aeschylus is endeavouring to express his understanding of these
ultimate questions. It is quite impossible for us to think ourselves back into his situa-
tion two and a half thousand years ago, but it cannot be sufficiently emphasized that
Aeschylus was opening up and exploring new territory in human consciousness and
understanding. Only when we grasp this fact do we begin to realize the significance of
his arrangement in the Agamemnon. The various levels of Diagram 2 reveal two aspects
of this. .

Firstly, it can be seen from this diagram that at each stage there isa gradual
chronological progression moving along at four different lecels with an accompanying
Commentary. There is, as it were, an incremental gain in understanding at each stage.
Our awareness is being deepened at all levels. This is impressive enough for the modern
reader, but it was of cardinal importance for the Athenian of the fifth century B. C.,
whose political, social and religious worlds were undergoing such profound change.

- The Athenian audiences of that time were being guided by Aeschylus through the

confusion, taking note of all the problems and obstacles towards deeper understanding.
Secondly, at each stage there is an evocation of the end of the war, which calls

up the origins and consequences of the war. By uniting this with the family situation
all the events, their causes and effects, the wider philosophical and spiritual implica-
tions, in short all the issues are kept before our eyes continuously. This is important
when we reach the conflict between Clytemnestra and the chorus after Clytemnestra’s
murder of Agamemnon. The perplexity of the chorus is complete when faced with
Clytemnestra’s argument:

The guile I used to kill him

He used himself the first,

When he by guile uprooted

The tender plant he gave me;

And made this house accurst.

When on my virgin daughter

His savage sword descended

My tears in rivers ran;

If now by savage swordthrust

His ageing days are ended

Let shame and conscience ban

His boasts, where he pays forfeit
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For wrong his guile began.
Chorus Where, where lies Right? Reason despairs her powers.
Clytemnestra here asserts that Agamemnon is as guilty as she is. She, Clytemnestra,
has merely been the instrument of revenge or justice. At this point, as the chorus sees,
an impasse has been recached. It remains for a higher power to find a solution in the
final play of the trilogy.

Aeschylus’ use of time has further effects which may now be mentioned. First
Agamemnon stands at the centre of both levels and is guiltily involved in both levels.
He is in fact guilty both in the traditional Greek sense and also in the Aeschylean
sense. From the traditional point of view he is guilty of hybris, pride excess. He
killed his daughter, reluctantly it is true, but partly to fulfil his ambition of gaining
-eputation as conqueror of Troy. This Aybris or pride is echoed on his return when
ae allows himself to be persuaded by his wife to walk upon the puple carpet. He is
guilty in the Aeschylean sense because of his wrong-doing, killing his daughter, which
is symbolically linked to the wanton destruction of Troy. Troy and the Trojan people
were punished excessively for the crime of one man, Paris. Inall of this Agamemon’s
guilt is being driven home and the demands of justice are being examined in detail.

Secondly the Trojan War-acts not only as a commentary on the family situation,
but also as a preparation for what will happen. The idea of cause and effect as well as
the relentless execution of a universal moral law which has been seen to operate in
the case of Paris, must also operate in the case of Agamemnon.

Thirdly the interlocking of these two stories and their themes provides for a much
more forceful treatment of the central ideas of vengeance, crime and punishment,
justice and the divine will. They are seen, as it were, from two angles of vision which
make for a clearer focus.

Fourthly what would be ‘a parochial situation is projected onto a wider screen.
Agamemnon’s crime is seen against the background of a national conflict and even
against the divine level. In this way it achieves a universal significance.

Finally from the point of view of purely literary effect the self-questioning of the
chorus brought about by the interplay between the two levels creates an atmosphere
of steadily increasing dramatic tension. The old men’s doubts, fears, uncertainty,
hesitation and confused groping for meaning helps to develop this dramatic tension,
which is then carried on in the dialogue between the chorus and Cassandra.

In the Agamemnon Aeschylus achieved the reverse of what Homer accomplished
in the Iliad. In the Iliad, as every student knows, Homer began in medias res. Homer
took a small part of the Trojan War and expanded it into a long epic poem. in the
Agamemnon Aeschylus took an enormous amount of material and welded it into a
coherent and unified whole in the small compass of one short play. Echoing Kitto’s
rather acerbic comment we may say that Aeschylus not omly had a mind but an

-exeellent mind, and that he also gave a great deal of thought to the composition of
the Agamemnon. - ' :
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APPENDIX A
 THE HOUSE OF ARGOS
PELOPS
I |
ATREUS , THYESTES
| |
? 7 AEGISTHUS
r ,
MENELAUS=HELEN AGAMEMNON=CLYTEMNESTRA
ORESTES IPHIGENIA ELECTRA

The History of the Family Feud

1. Thyestes seduced the wife of his brother, Atreus.
9. Atreus killed Thyestes’ children, had them cooked and served him their flesh to

eat. Aegisthus escaped.
3. Agamemnon sacrificed his daughter, Iphigenia.

Aegisthus joins forces with Clytemnestra to kill Agamemnon.
Orestes kills his mother, Clytemnestra, and Aegisthus with the help of his sister,

Electra.

Al
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