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CRITIQUE OF THE WESTERN IMAGE
OF CONFUCIANISM
by FUNG HU-HSIANG ; Ph. D

This paper attempts to clarify the misunderstandings of Confucianism in the
Western . world, Some influential representatives, such as Hegel, Max Weber, James
Legge, Joseph Needham, John Fairbank, and Joseph Leverson will be analyzed as
examples of this misunderstanding. In order to concentrate the discassion, the analysis
will focus on the relevant views of humanism in these authors.

First of all, I would like to discuss Hegel’s misinterpretations. Although Hegél
passed away a‘long time ago, his misunderstandings are still influential even today—at
least in China ; thus I like to begin with him. ‘

In Hegel’s History of Philosophy, there is a special chapter in which he discusses
Chinese philosophy. ' Unfortunately, Hegel’s knowledge of Chinese philosophy is not
only very superficial, but also full of preconceptions.

By “Chinese philosophy,” Hegel means only three things : Confucius, the philosophy |
of Yi-ching, and the Sect of the Lao-tze. _‘This is very incomplete. Hegel does not
realize that there are “a hundred schools” in the history of Chinese thought. It is
indubitable that Hegel’s knowledge of Chinese philosophy was limited by the transla—
tions of the Jesuits which were quite poor, and it is not exaggerated to say that
Hegel’s misunderstanding of Confucianism was based on very inadequate knowlege of
the sources and the unavailability of many of them.

Even in the three fields Hegal mentions, he is misled in many places. Accordmg to
Hegel, "it is true that the Chinese have a great reputation for culture, but this has
largely diminished through a further knowledge of it.”! As a matter of fact, since
Hegel does not have“a further knowledge” of Chinese culture, I have to say that hisl
conclusion is rather dogmatic and misleading. For our purpose in this paper, we wil

concentrate on the misunderstandings of Confucianism only.

For example, Hegel holds that Confucius is only a man who had a certain amount

of practical and worldly wisdom—one in whom there is no speculative philesophy.?

He would not have made this mistake if he had “a further knpwledge” of the Confuc-
ian philosophy of change in Yi-ching--Yi-ching means “the Book of Change,” not “the

Book of Principles” as Hegel thinks.® But Hegel did not even realize the fact that the

Book of Change,is a very important source book in Confucianism. The relationship
between Confucianists and the philosophy of change is expressed clearly in Ssu-ma
chien’s General History (Shih-chi), in which he states that his father, Ssu-ma .tan ,
learned the philosophy of Change from Yang-ho, whose intellectual heritage could be
traced back to Confucius through an unbroken lineage of eight generations.*

In addition, Hegel’s knowledge about Yi-ching is very poor. For him, these
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symbols are only "the most. su‘pef:fit:i‘aL' determinations of the"understanding,” which
is not true at all. First, these symbols 1nd1cate a complete system of symbolic const-
ruction based upon strict rules of logic whiclhi have been explored in detail by prof.
Thome Fang in The Logical Formulatzons m Philosophy of Change.® Second, its new
features might be différentiated {nto several pr1nc1ples which are of extreme importa-
nce to the understanding of Confucianism : (1) the principle of extensive connection ; (2)
the principle of creative creativity i (3} the principle of creative life as a procéss of value
realization and self-realization.? As Prof. Fang says, two important - features may be
dxscerned in the speculative system of Confucianism in Yi-ching® ¢ “the first asserts the
creative power of the heaverly Tao, whereby the le’l&mlC world of all beings comes
into existence ; the second eémphasizes the intrinsic value of Himan nature in congru-
ence with the Cosmic order..”In other .words, Confucius is absolutely not a “one with

)

whom there is no speculative philosophy ;” on the contrary, there is a syste‘matic
speculative philosophy of comprehensive harmony wh1ch explores the Worid—-wew and
humanistic doctrines in Confucxamsm Hegel misses this pomt entlrely

Furthermore, Hegel is also m1sgu1ded by his preconceptlons in- The thloso piz y of

History :

. The orientals have not attained the knowledge that spirit—

' E man as such—is free ; and because they do not know this

they are not free. They only know that one is free. But

on th1s very account the freedom of that ofle is only caprlce

. That one is therefore only aDespot riot’ a free fan.®
‘ By “the orlentals,” Hegel means” the Chinese and the Indians. I shall confme
myself to an analysis of the Chinege case for the purpose of this paper. As a matter
of fact, Hegel does not give any proof—aeither in theory nor ini fact—to support his ar-
gument, He fails to realize that the concept of freedom is actually a central concept i
4ll Chinese humamsm, which is accepted as almost a self—ev1dent presupp051t1on I‘or
example, according to Confucianism, “creative creativity” is what is called Jjen (1.e.,
humanitas in Needham’s translation)'®, which is the basic concept in Confucianism. In
other words, the Confucian doctrines of man not only presuppose the knowledge that
Spirit-—man as such—is" completely free, but also presupposes the striving for the
actualization of freedom as man’s aim of self-realization. We can find many evidéncés
in Confucian doctrines. Taoism is another exaniple which demonstrates this. Lao-fze
maintains that governing a large state is like boiling a small fish!!—the less interrup~
ted, the better. To put it another way, this means the more freedom, the better—j‘ust
like the assertion of Thomas Jefferson, *that governmeént is best Wh1ch governs least ?
How can sucH an asseértion meéan that only one is free and ail others are not free, as
Hegel! claims? o o ;

‘Hegel insists that “there are varlone grades in the consciousness of Freedom——the
Eastern natlons knew and-to the’ present day knows only that One is free ; the Greeks
and Roman world knew only some are free ; while we (Germans) know that all men
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absolutely are free.” It seems Hegel is biased by his superior manner to presuppose
that the Germans are the best people in the world, then the Greeks, then the
Or_ie&ls. However, many objective facts in the Chinese history of thousands of years
can demonstrate that Hegel is wrong here. As a matter of fact, it is true with very
few exceptions that Chinese culture has been “socialized”_ more or less, so that the
common people are free, at least in some degree, to unfold their potentialities in
various fields.

Actuaily, not only do the Confucianists deeply beheve in the freedom of human
nature, thus emphasizing the importance of respecting human {freedom and human
dignity!®, but all other Chinese humanism also takes it as crucial. For example, Lao-
tze also believes that it is the Tao that spréads over. and sustains all things; therefore
the sage ought by all mears to be free from narrow mindedness, and fully actualize
his potentialities.'* In a word, Hegel makes a serious mistake for his incomplete
knowledge of Chinese humanism ; and it seems Herbert Marcuse also makes a wrong
implication about Hegel when he says that Hegel’s scheme above means that despotism
is the political form most adequate to the material and intellectual culture of the
Orient.13 .

In my opinion, it is a misfortune for both East and West if they cannot have a
clear understanding of each other thus it is really an important task for our genera—
tion to improve this understanding.

As I said previously, in the critical examlnation of the Western images about
Confucianism, I shall confine myself to the relevant doctrines of man due to limitati-

- ons of space. For example, although - there are many mistakes in Max Weber’s
arguments about Chineses religion, Confucianism and Taoi,sm, yet my clarification
will be confined to the humanistic doctrines. |

First of all, Max Weber makes a mlsf:ake su‘mlar to Hegel’s in holdmg that
Chinese philosophy itself did not have a speculative systematic character.”!® Weber
fails to see the fact that a value-centric cosmology and a bio-centric ‘ontology in
Confumamsm constituted a comprehenswe philosophy of harmeny which has a _specula—
tive systematic character. This can be demonstrated easily by many arguments in the
authorized works of recent Chinese scholars.1? Thus I would not need to. explore it in
detail here. ‘ o

Second, Max Weber maintains that “the very concept of 10g1c remained absolutely
alien to Chinese philosophy, : which was bound . to script, was. not dialectical, and
remained. oriented to purely practical problems as well as to the status interests
of the patrimonial bureaucracy. '8 This is another error. For example, there is a
system of symbolic Logic strictly deduced in the c:o,nsti}tution of the’64 hexagrams in
the Yi-ching by Confucianists, as well as a system.of dialeét_i_cal logic broadly implied
‘in the Three- treatise school of Chinese Buddhism ;- in.addition, the logicians. school
.in.Chinese philosophy should zlso not be forgotten. | . ' ..

- Third, Weber is again misled in behevmg that the offlcml Chmese name Ior
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Confticianism was “Doctrine of the Literati (ju chiao),"’19 and that it lacks any “doc’é—'
rine of salvation or any stnvmg for transcendental values and destinies.”2? Weéber
fails to recognize that Confucianism as a ph1losophy (ju chia) is very differe Y from
Confuc1amsm as rel1cr1on (ju chl.ao) Similarly, Tao chia (Taoxsm as a phllosophy) is
to be distinguished from Tao chiao (Taoism as a religion) ; ‘and Fu chia (Buddhism
as a phllosophv) is to be dlStan'ulshed from Fu chiao (Buddhlsm as a rehgron) Most
western scholars have made the mistake of confusing them. In my op1n1on, it is of
the utmost 1mportance to d1stmgu15h the different entities. Why‘?Because as philosop-
hical doctrines, all of these develop systematic theories of man’s self- realization,
while as religious doctrines, they become vulgarized and even distorted, thus becoming
somehow narrow-— minded and dogmatic. In explormg the phllosophy of man in Conf-
uc1amsm there is no doubt we should focus on its phllosophmal meamng, in wh1ch the
doctrine of salvation can be found in almost every school.

Fourth, like Hegel, Weber is also misguided in maintaining that the very wotd
“liberty” was foreign to the language in China, and that nd sphere' of personal libe'l‘ty
was sanctioned. 2! ' '

Fifth, it is ancther mistake for Weber to propose that “the cosmic orders of the
world in Confuciapism were considered fixed and inviolate and the orders of society
were but a special case of this.”2% And it is also a forced explanation that the chari~
smatic concept of imperial prerogative was implied by the identity of fixed order in
the cosmos and society.2? Actually, Weber gives no argument for this either in theory
or in fact. And according to Confucian philosophy of change, the cosmic orders of the
world together with the social orders are not, and should not be, fixed or inviolate.
They should strive for new creation and modiflcatmn resless]v accordxng 'to the Conf-
ucian principle of creative creativity in cultural progress to unfold man’s potentmhtws
completely. For Confucms, “if you can one day renovate yourself do so from day to
day. Yet, let there be dally renovation.”?#*

Weber says, “Confumamsm was only interested in affairs of this world such as it
happened to be. "2 This agam is not true. Confucianism is not something to mterpret
the world by recrardmg it as what it happens to e, but to change it and 1mprove it
toward the final aim of perfect self-realization as what it should. be. 26 '

Sixth, Weber is wrong in considering“the commands of proprlety” as a basic con—
cept of Confuc1an1sm 27 He simply mlsses the point, because the very concept of “]en
(humamtas) is the authentic concern in Confucxamsm, and “the commands of propnety
is nothmg but the vulgarization of it as thé distortion of pseudo-—Confuc1amsm, just as
the commandmepts of dogma in the Western dark-ages obvious'ly cannot represeht
the authentic spmt of Chrlstlamty ' '

Seventh, Weber is also misled in msxstmg that the Confucian ethic had no idea of
salvation, because the Confucian had no desire to be saved either from the m1grat1on
of souls -or from punishment in the beyond. Actually, this is a problematnc argument
The Cofucian believes in the original goodness of the soul and that man can be his



= 3+ X A CRITIQUE OF THE WESTERN IMAGE 69

e

own master in self-determination, self-realization and conseguently self-salvation.Z28
That is to say, man can be as the beyond to fulfill his potential capacities without
reward or punishment from the beyond. It is undeniable that this is also a theory of
salvation—autonomous salvation. There is no reason to exclude it just because it does
not follow the western approach which is based upon strength from without and
heyond-—just as we cannot say there is no desu'e for love in the Orient because they
<o not follow “love in the Western style.”

Fmally,v Weber makes a serious mistake in concluding that “in case of conflict,
piety preceded all other virtues.”?? and thus “piety toward the feudal lord was enum-—
erafed along with piety toward parents, superiors in the hierarchy of office, and
officeholders generally.”8% This is the mistake perhaps most common in the West.
Many Western scholars even imply that this is the original cause of the totalitarian
tradition in Chiese’ despotisin——iricludng totalitarian Maocist China today. The Méy
Fourth Movement in 1919 and the April Fifth Movement in 1976, both of which took
place at Tien-an Gaté in Peking, can be cited as historical facts to demonstrate how
‘Chinese people have striven for democracy and freedom. Besides, I will also demonst—
rate from the theoretical a'spect that Confucianism never approves of totalitarian
despotism, neither in state nor in family. Thus Weber is totally misled to say “Filial
piety was held to provide one test and guarantee of adherence to uncond1t1ona1 dlSClp—
line, the most important status obligation of hureaucracy.”31 ]

‘Tseng tze once asked Confulus, “Can I ask if a son, by obeying all of his fathe_-r’s

commands, can be called filial p1ety‘? Confucms answer was very reasonable and
open-minded : o o o
o “What kind of talk is this? What kind of talk is this?...
If a father had children to reason with him, he would not
be engulfed in moral wrong. Thus, in case of contemplated
moral wrong, a child must never fail to argue with his
father ; mnor must a minister fail to perform a like argu-
ing with his prince. In short, when there is question unright
eousness or misleading, there should be correction. How
can you say that f111a1 p1ety cons;sts in simply obeymg a
father 7 3% ) ,

I believe Weber as well as many western scholars did not read such impértant
texts in Confucianism about filial piety, and hence they failed to realize the ﬁfzz’loso‘-.
phy of reasonableness in Confucian humanism. %%

Further, Weber says that Confucianism was regarded as. one Orthodox view, and
Taoism was a Heterodox V1ew,3* but this was another mistake,. both in historical fact
and philosophical theory. Actually these are not seen as competmg doctrines in Chmese
culture, as they might be taken to be in the West. There is a saymg that the Ch1nese
is a Confucianist when he feels optimistic, and a Taoist when he feels pesszmlstlc
This saying is not too exaggerated; in other words, Confucxamsm and Taoism are
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mutually compensatory and cooperative rather than opposed. Uufortunately, ‘Weber’s
knowlege is even more superficial concerning Taoism than it is concerning Confucia-
nism, : :

In The Religions of China, prof. James Legge, the well-known translator of Chinese
classics, tried to describe Confucianism and Taoism in contrast to Christianity. It is
a very interesting book, but there are also many mistakes resulting from Legge’s forced
interpretation from the viewpoingc" of Christianity. Three topics will be raised here in
order to clarify the relevant humanistic doctrines: (1) the Confucian doctrine about
man ; (2) the. Taoist moral teaching; (3} the comparison between Christianity and

-Chinese- religion. :

First of all, let me explain ‘Legge’s error in the Confucian doctrine about man.
Legge holds that in Cenfucianism man is the creature of God and the most intelligent
of all creatures.3® This seems to me far-fetched since in Confucianism there is no
concept of a personal God as the creator of all creatures. Thus it is misleading to say
"man is the creature of God.” It is true that man is considered as the most intelligent
of all “beings”—not all “creatures” which seems to presuppose the personal God as a
creator. Let me put it in another way: in Confucianism, Heaven and Earth are
philosophized as the creator and pro-creator of all beings, and man- is the co-creator
who participates in the cosmic creation. This means that the place of man is as great
as that of Heaven and Earth, and not subordinate to them as the subordinated man is
before God in the Western sense. Similarly, Taoism also affirmé that there are four
great things in the cosmos : Heaven is great, Earth is great, Tao is great, and Man
is also great.?® This is perhaps the fundamenial principle not only in Confucianism,
but also in the whole Chinese humanism : man is as great as heqven in his potentiality.

Legge is also misled in holding that the religion of China -teaches that God made
men, and endowed them with a good nature intended to lead them invariably in the
right. To secure His result, He further. appointed kings and wise men for them to rule
and instruct them.?®? There are two wrong presuppositions here. First, Legge uses "He”
to mean a personal God in the Christian sense, hut as pointed .out above, this is not
true in Confucianism. Second, Confucianism maintains that “the Heaven’s will comes
from the people’s will.”38 Thus it is true neither that Heaven endowed the people
with His will, nor that Heaven appointed kings and rulers, but rather that Heaven
]garnd_ t,h‘? human- needs from man’s will, In short, the substantial entity, the host,
is man, not Heaven. Jt-is only the pseudo-Confucianism being vulgarized and distorted
‘to approve the ruler as the“heaven’s son” Which, affirms the tbtalitariah despotism.

_ Actually, we should be very careful about the meaning of Confucianism for there
are at least four- kinds of Confucianists in Hsun-tzu’s :claim : the great Confucianist,
the elegant Confu(:lanlst the vulgarized Confucianist, and the ugly  Confucianist. 89
Confucius also classifies his followers into two main kinds: the creative ‘Confucianist
and the. dogmatic Condfucianist-.‘“"_ Hence it is of the utmost importance: to' distinguish
them b\{ spéa_l;ing_o_f Confucianist as a general term. .Certainlﬁr by Confucianism in
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this paper, I mean the authentic creative Confu(:lanlsm, not the pseudo—-Confucianism
“which is vulgarized and dogmatic. .

Second, I would like to clarify the Taoists’ moral teaching, for which Legge is
misled. He uses The Book of Actions and Their Reiribuiions as the bhasic text. Legge
calls this text “the most popular and. characteristic of all the Taoist classical works.”
‘This is not true. Legge mentions that this book “occurs first in a catalogue of the
Sung Dynasty. "That means almost two thousand years after Lao-tze. But then, how
can it be regarded as the “most popular and characteristic text?” Actually, the work
“of Lao-tze, Tao-teh Ching, is indubitably the most popular and basic text in Taocism. Even
the editors of the New York Tinmes (May 1, 1977) realize this point when they note that
Tao-teh Ching is the most popular publication in the whole of world history. Besides,
such concepts as “the purgatory and hell of Taocism” in Legge’s . expression never
appeared in the authentic Taoism as the doctrine of philosophy. Since Legge chooses
to select the wrong text and then misinterprets it from his Christian standpoint, his
image of Taoism can be nothing but filled with® misunderstandings. Finally; 1ét us
examine Legge’s belief about the preliminary agreements.in. the three .religions.:
Confucianism, Taoism, and Christianity. “There is the existence of God,”*® for exampie,
Legge says. However, “God” in the Chinese sense is very different from that in the
West.And we have shown that there is no concept of a personal God in CHinese
humanism. It prefers to use the term of “Heaven” instead of “God™, for  which prof.
Fung Yu-lan hds described various meanings physically, religiously and philosophical-
1y.%* None of them have the same meaning as the existence of a personal God in

Christianity. : S .

Moreover, Legge also proposes that all three religions assert the fdct of revelation,
by quoting the statement in Shik-Ching (Book of Odes) as the' proof, “God spake to
King Wan just as we read in the Old Testament that God Spake to Moses.”#5 But
Legge fails to see -the difference between them. The revelation of. Moses is related to
religious commandments in which God’s will means abso'llite'ploxyer, while the revel-
ation of King'Wen is related to political philosophy in which Heaven’s will means
"the people’s voicé.*? In short, Chiese humanism develops the relation of heaven to
man from a philosophized approach which is almost totally different from that in
Western religion. -

Again, as to the place of woman in the three religions, Legge is also 'miéied “in
saying “It is orily Christianity that wvindicates for women a position of equahty w1th
man” and “In Confucianism, the position of woman has always been an interior one "
48 Actually, the position of the mother has often been moré powerful than' that of the
father in ancient Chinese families. Confucianists always regards the woman to'b"e
equally as great ds man, just as in the relation between earth and’ heaven,‘lslr both are
mutually indespensablé in the cooperatwe process of creative activities. Lao-tze also
illustrates the function of Tao as the sweet mother in which the dlgmty and greatness

of woman is affirmed.s0 - -



&
In addition, the Chinese character “jen” (people) rmeans both man and woman as a
whole, while the English term “man-kind” seems to put man as the only element of
the whole people. Even in the famous Declaration of Independence, it is declarated

that “all men are created equal,” and it does not mention the case about women. This
seems also unfair and invalidates Legge’s argument. Actually, it is indubitable that
both in China aild the West there are some cases of unfairness to women, yet they are
the man-made mistakes (which should certainly be corrected as early as possible) and
not the fault of the authentic Cofucian humanism and Christian teachings.

Finally, Légpe  concludes that “In. every department of morality, in a word, our .
religion is superior to the religion of China.” %! Uufortunately, Legge fails to prove it
by either the facts or the theories in Chinese religion. If he could give theé picture of
Chinese religions from an objective analysis, I believe he would have been more
.capable 'of making a just contrast.

Prof. Joseph Needham has achieved a considerable reputation for his impressive
multi~volunie work, Science and Civilization in Ching. There is no doubt that in these
comprehensive volumes, Needham has deeply understood the various achievements

) of scientifi¢c development in Chinese history. However, Needham also made some basic
mistakes when he tried to express Chinese thought in chapter two of volume two.

Needham’s mistakes are of two kinds. First, he takes othet”s wrong arguments for

granted. Secondly, he misunderstands some doctrine due to his incomplete knowledge.

In the first case, for example, Needham explains the meaning of *Ju” (Confucian-
ist)in a wrong way:

“By the 3rd Century, however, the term fu which was
widely applied to them, and which had originally in all
probability connoted in some sense ’Wweakling,” and had
become dan appellation proudly accepted.” 352

In the footnote of this paragraph, Needham notifies that this is copied from
Hu-Shin.5? As a matter of fact, it is Hu Shih who made a well-known mistake here.
Dr. Hu gave no satilsfactory argument for his statement except some wishful thinking,
which I have pointed out in detail in my Comparative Philosophy and the Modern
World (Taipei, 1975),5¢ _ -

Briefly, it is clearly defined in Z'he Book of Propriefy and The Book of Change
that “Ju” or “Confucianist” is one who could participate in the cosmic creation through
the process of transformation and thersupon become a co-creator with Heaven and
Barth.% In other words, “Ju” is an ideal man who could unfold his creative potenti-
alities in competing with creations of Heaven and Earth. This is also the reason why
Mencuis (372-289 B.C.),the most famous interpreter of Confucius, maintained that
the spiritual stream of a Confucianist’s life was concurrent with that of Heaven and
Earth.58 In short, it is the basic departure and the final aim of Confucianism.

As 1 mentioned previously, Confucius also distinguished two kinds of “Ju”, huma-
nistic (creative) Confucianist, and the pseudo (dogmatic) Confucianist. This is of
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utmost impertance since there are so many pseudo-Confucianist distortions in the name
of -Ju, just as there were so many distorted pseudo-Christianities in the name of Ged
during the dark ages. Hentce we have to be very careful in using the term “Confucia-
nism” to avoid these serious ambiguities.

Another mistake that Needham makes is taking for granted that Confucius “did
not write any part of the T-ching” in accord with the saying of Dr. Fung Yu-lan and
Dubs. 57 This is a very important problem since I-ching (T'he Book of Change) repre-
senfs a very important source hook for the understanding of late Confucian thought and
the systematic Confucian humanism. Without knowledge of the philosophy of change,
one can hardly reach the essential humanistic teachings in Confucianism. In oth-
er words, the whole Confucian philosophy of man can be fully understoed only in
connection with the Confucian philosophy of change. Thus, if The Book of Change is
excluded from the Confucian texts, the knowledge of Confucianism will be nothing
but half-knowledge. I have shown above that Ssu-ma Chien clearly states the unbro-
ken heritage of the philosophical teachings in Yi-ching from Confucius himself to
Ssu~ma Chien’s father through eight generations in Biographies of Confucian Students
and Author's Autobiography of The Book of General History. Both Fung Yu-lan and
Dubs did not know this important material, and failed to note such important sayings

in Confucian Analects as: ‘
The master said : If some yvears were added to my life, I
would give fifty to the study of Yx—chlng, and then I mlght
come to be without great fault! ‘
Confucius was so fond of studying Yi-ching in his late life, that the leather bin-
ding of the bamboo books even broke' three times.5®
Besides, there are also many evidences that can demonstrate the relationship between
Confucianism and Yi-ching and show that Fung Yu-lan was mistaken. ] have explored
these arguments in detail in my The Philosophy of Life in Yi-ching®® (Taipei, 1974).
In the second case of Needham’s own misunderstanding, he is somehow misled
by the Western sense to hold that Confucius believed ,that  soclal. justice , could be
conceived of within the framework of ‘th fetidal, or feudal-bureaucratic society.®! The
so-called feudal soclety (tsung fa) of China, however, is quit‘e different  from its
counterpart in the West. It is’a system on the basis of united families, not a system
transformed from an earlier slave system. This is the reason why Confucianists believe

that the necessary conditions for the development of an ideal state is the developments

of ideal .families, and of idea! individuals as ‘the fundamental eleménts. 82 .-

Needham is correct to point out that "Capacity to govern had no necessary conne-
ction with birth, wealth or position, which is tota‘lly"differen‘t from the system of
hereditary ranks in the Western feudalism; “and it depended solely on- character
knowledge ¢ i.e., upon. qualities generated only by ﬁght education.®® This is a very
good interpretaton’ of the reason why Confucius, a teacher of morality and philosophy,
can be regarded as a great person who is much moré respected than many rulers
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throuigh thousands'of years in -Chinese - history. :
. 'Needhati'is also- cofréet to maintain that“the democratic element was real” in
‘Confiicianism'. ¥* But it is dangerous fo'say that'“in'eatly Confucianism there was no
distinction between ethics and politics,” and thiis “government was to be paternalistic.”88
Tt ‘waé'oiily in éettain despotic periods (é.g., Han Dynasty, Late Sung Dynasty). that
Confiicianisin was distorted as the tool for the, ruliiig class i.e., government. should
bé "ﬁéite'rﬁéli'ét'i‘c “However, ‘thé  authentic -Confiicianismi i a Humanism; . respecting
every man s hiiman’dignity and Human tights; and holding that if the government is a
répressive one, people should ‘beeome: revolutmnary to -change /it This is the genuine
“heavenly Way 4§ well as -thé “humanistic wdy”in Conficianist belief..

A-famotis example of the < distoftion is a -Confiicianist of the Han Dynasty. Tung
"Chung—.shu.,...the .typmal dogmatic Confuéianist, énce answered the king’s philosophical
inquiry dbout thé" heavenly way as follows: The greatness of the :humanistic
“Way'(Tab6) -was that it-originated from thé heavenly way: But, since heéaven
thever ¢hanges;- Tdo also does mot change.®® 'This id a trick for Tung Chung-shu to
pléase the: prmce through’ ﬂattery by suggEStmg unchangingness of hereditary ruling,
and - ev1dent1y not ‘the Confucian’ *teachmg of creative -change.” Hericeé Sst-ma chien
critically pointed out that ‘there i§ the same inistake raised in the Han Dynasfy as ‘was
in the Ching Dynasty.87 What he means is the fallacy of narrowsrindedness and thus
becoming rigid-and dogmatic, ‘Which is not creative ‘Confucianism. In short, we should
distinguish cafrefilly - creative-Confucidnism’ and dogmatlc—Confucxamsm in order to
avoid falling into ambiguity. T R R .

I have mentioned that the ‘state in.Chinedé despotxsm is mostly “socialized” (with a
few exceptions of totalitarianism siech a8 Ching Dynasty)on thie: basis ‘of people’s supp~
-b‘r‘t,'-:'3':iﬁd"tflié--"1joliﬁidéii systém isconstituted by the 'compreliénsive *humanism rooted
in ‘téi{ing'éa.rze"of“ofdi'néfy' -péoplé. '='I:Ien(':é'*,‘3 it iz not-clear even- fo say “there was:nd
distinction betweet ethics and pohtlcs 37 i id fruethdt political evaluadtion is based:on
the hirmianistic ethical standard, 'but ethics ig still an ifnidependeiit Source cf cr1t1c1sm
1f réal politics is not good:éhough.« T .t ot e o, mmn el T

. When ‘NeedHam mentions Confucian Tao as the proper: way of life for somal human
ity,-hetis overwhelmingly correctto characterize:the authentic: Confiician - utnanism
4§ “tHe doctrine of & ‘cobperative soviety iniwhich-men’s’ iritetrests cotplemented,each
‘Othér  withoiit éonflict.”®8 This is’ perhaps..one of the  modt significant -differences
‘between® Confucianisi and Markisin, inswhich class struggle Presupposes the irfeconc—
ilability of class'cotiflict id ‘a capitalistic society. Besides, Needham .is:dlso. cérréct to
translate ‘the ¢oneept of “Jen” as “humanitas” 1+ ~v+ . e

i YLepge: choge ! bénevolerice”. .ot virtue’ - but: botli-are . too .

« ¢olorlesss Waley udes /goodriess’: but this ‘does riot—convey
(t6’ my’ tind) the warfath of the conceptiod..: Chhen: Jung- :
% Lrghieh . uses .an. acceptable -word, " human-heartednéss®:v: I =

ST e

‘stiggest touse Auwmanitas;:8 e wT e o
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It seems to me that Needham’s translation is the closest one. Of course, even the
closest translation cannot replace the original term itself. Since -there are many
meanings for Confucius’ “Jen” in many aspects, such as ethical, political, cosmological,
ontological and sociological, the best translation is thus perhaps to leave it untransla-

ted as “Jen,” just like the basic concept in Taoism—Tao, which Needham fully agrees

to leave untranslated.
On the other hand, Needham makes a mistake in holding that “Chinese culture

never of itself reéched_the knowledge of the time factor.”7? Both Confucius in the
philosophy of change, and Chung-tze in his work, have analyzed knowledge of “time”
factor profousidly. And there are also many Buddhist scholars who have reached this
knowledge deeply and broadly.

For example, Confucius was regarded as “the timeous sage”’! by Mencius, by
which is meant that Confucius often considered the *time” factor. Prof. Thome Fang
also exclaims thit Confucius can be considered as the representative of “time-man”,

for he deliberately chooses to cast everything—whether it be the life of Nature, the

development of an individual, the frame of society, the achievement of value,

the attainment to the fullness of Being—into the mold of time Iin the order of its
authentic existence.??

It seems that Needham is also misled by intellectual provincialism to insist that
“anly a knowledge of biological evolution could provide the time factor.””? The histo-
rical facts in China demonstrate that it could also be provided from a knowledge of
physical analysis, mathematical calculations, astronomical studies, as well as philoso—
phical speculation. For example, in the nexus of the dynamics of time, “The Book of
Change contains the measure of Heaven and Earth, enabling us to comprehend the
all-pervasive Tao and its order.”’# Prof. Thome Fang has explained the meaning of
“time” systematmally from a Confucian point of view: L

The essence of time consists in change, the order of time
proceeds with concatenation; the efficacy of time abides by
durance. The rhythmic process of epochal change is whee—
ling round into infinitude and perpetually dovetailing the
‘old and the new so as to issue into interpenetration which -
-is continuant duration in creative advance. This is the way
in which time generates itself by its systematic entry into
a pervasive unity which consfitutes the rational order of
creative creativity. ‘
The dynamic sequence of time, ridding itself of the perished
' past and coming by the new into present existence, -really
: ‘gains something. over a loss. So the change in time is but
. a step to approaching eternity, which is perennial durance
- whereby, before the bygone is ended, the forefront of the
"' succeeding has come into presence. And, therefore, there .
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-i% a: lmkage or bemg prowctmg itself into the prospect of
. eternity. 75 D : :

In short; sifice Neeédham fails to understand such kinds of knowledge of “time”
factor provided in the Book of Change as well as in othér Chinese works, his argument
is flawed by his' incomplete knowledge. . .

Finally, as to his knowledge about Taoism, Needham also falls' into a confusion
bétween  Tag ¢hia (Taolst ' 4s. trahscendental. philosophy) and Tao chiao (Taoist as
vulgarized religion). What interests him, for his.purpose of analyzing scientific deve~
lopment in China rathief than philosophical insight, is certainly “Tao chiao” instead of
*Tao chia.” Consequently, very few doctrines.of Taoist humanism are raised in his
analysis about Taoism. Thus I shall not examine it in furfther depth, for it is beyond
the purpose of this paper. _ :

‘Besides, Johit King Firbank’s expression of the Confucian. pattern in China as an
oriental society is also very superficial and full of mistakes. Basically speaking, it is
a fundametal mistake for western scholars to consider Confucianism very conservative,
very dogmatic, even very totalitarian, as the .tool of .despotism. Fairbank is no
exception. For example, according to Fairbank, from the Confucian way of life in its
social and political context people can see“its esteem for age over youth; for the past
over the present, for estdblished authorifty over innmovation,”?® which has in fact
provided one of the great historic answers to problem of social stability. This is .
absolutely not true. . o

Fairbank fails to.grasp the Confucian doctrine .in stich exarhiples as: “The master
said, A youth is fo be régarded with respect. How do.we know that his future will
not be eqtial to our present even over? If he reach the age of forty or fifty, and has
not ‘made himself heard of, then indeed he .will not b€ worth . being regarded with
respect.”™ That is to say, Confucius regards the youth as a man full of creative
potentials, thus he respscts the youth, unless they fail to unfold their potentialities
before they become old. This démonstrates that from the Confucian way of life people
can see not “its esteem for age over vouth,” on the contrary, people can see ils
esteem for youth over age, or strictly speaking, its esteem for . the person who can
unfold his or her potentialities, no matter whether young oy old.

It is also misledding to say that -Confucianism is “for the past over the present.”
We have shown :that Confuacianists helieve the words: “If you can-oné day renovate
yourself, do so from- day t¢ day: Yeéda; let there be daily renovation,”’® and they
also_believe the principle of creativity is the genuine way of-life: How can they be
for the past over the present under such'beliefs? Although they also réspect the past
tradition, it means not to revive old customs blindly but to treat them as the referentce
foundation to renovate. the present -and.to create the future.. Similarly, it is also a
mistake to regard-Confucianism as favoring established authority over innovation. The
truth is that, ‘it depends on whethér’ the established.authority loves people and is
<oncerned with pebple’s suffering in a humanistic econsideration; if not, Confucianists
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insist on innovation, and even revolution.? _ ‘

In. short, although Fairbank glves a correct warning: “the term Confucianism
means many things and must be used W1th care,”8? yet he himself does not heed this
warning. Furthermore, it is again a senous preconception for Fairbank to propose th-
at Confucianism "has been a phxlosophy of status and obedience accordmg to status,
and consequently a ready tool for autocracy and bureaucracy whenever they have
flourished.”8! Actually, Fairbank gives no argument for this statement (and the
‘above statement), he fails to demonstrate it from the Confucian doctrines and just
develops it from wishful thinking. I have clarified such mistake in the previous pag_e
and many places of my books. .

Finally, Fa. rbank also gives no proof of his claim that “Peking today sings a diff-
erent tune, but there are Confucian overtones in the Marxist orchestration.”82 Actually,
Fairbank failed to foresee the anti~Confucianist movement in Peking Communism when
he wrote in support of such a claim before 1971, He failed to realize that Maoist
Communism is neither a product of Confucianist traditon nor an authentic Marxist
humanism, but a product of totalitarian stalinisim. In other words, Maoism - distorts

. both Confucian hnmanism and Marxist humanism. This has not been noted by many
western scholars when they talk about Maoism, perhaps because of their incomplete
knowledge of Mao’s work and Confuciu’s work.

On the other hand, Benjamine Schwartz, Fairbank’s student, seems closer to the
truth in some sense: . - i '

We are now told that the thought of Mao Tse-tung is the
highest realization of Marxxsm—Lenmlsm in the twentieth
century. This does not mean—it must ‘be noted—that the
Maoist group in China is in any way sttéssing its continuity
with the Chinese past. This group...are neither Western
nor derived from the Chinese past but something new
under the sun.8? '

Howevér, Schwartz is also misled in some basic principles. “Confucian morality
was not an effectiive source of action in feudal Chinese society, but rather an 1deo—-
logical reflection of that soc1ety which served to conceal its time nature na4 This is in
my view a mistaken lnstorlcal interpretation since Confucianism has been proven to be
one of the main streams in Chinese thought, both in action and in idesiogy. Further-
more, we should not forget that Confucianists always emphasize the unity of action
and ideology. Thus, it is highly implausible that Confucianism was effective oaly in
ideology and not in action. ' . -

In addition, Schwartz makes another mistake in Clmzese Communism and t]ze ste
of Mao: “the forces behind the Boxer movement had been the superstmous notions of
Taoism, the supsrnatural fantasies of Buddhism, and the authoitarian servility of
Confucianism.”®% How can Confucianism have authoritarian servilitY? How can Taoism
be related to Superstitious notions?.And how can Baddhism be expressed as supernatural
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fantasies? In short, how can the Boxer movement be derived from these three
Chinese humanisms? Schwartz ‘gives no argument, no proof "4t all for all the above
charges. Acfially, the Boxer movement was derWed frém a radical nationalism resul-
ting from the repressions of Imperialism and was not related ideologically to Chinese
humanism. Although Schwartz does not explain Chinese thought systematwally, et it
seems he is also superficial to commit such a rediculous fallacy.

In Confucian China and Its Modern Fate, Prof. Joseph Levenson aftempts to

analyze the continuity between Confuman China and Commumst China. In my opinion;
it'is an interesting book very comprehensive in covering the historical matenals of
modern China, but not satisfactory in dIScussmg the philosopical arguments between
the two. In this book, Levenson’s role 1s basically a hlstorlan and a transmltter, but
not a philosopher and a creator.

For example, according to Levenson, Confucianism in intellectual character \.Jvas
a“middle way.” “The common term, the middle way, the fulcrum for the balance that
stability implies, was'Confucianism. 8% Levenson is only partly right because he only
sees the appearance of a balance that stability impiies from a static viewpoint, and
fails to see its essence in a dialectic harniony that creative advance implies from a -
dynamic vxewpomt If Confucianism were nothing but a “mlddle wav", it Would just
be a crude electicism, and the so-called stability in appearance would be nothing but a
rigid, conservative, and dogmatic framework. This is certainly not ‘the true spirit of
Confucianism, otherwise it c_ould not have been so influential for‘thbusahds of years.

1t seems to me Levenson’s weakness in his static viewpoint i$ also rooted in his
incomplete knowledge of Confucian philosohy of change. He himself also realizes the
importance of /-ching, and mentjons that Confucianism was réally progress'which was
“reflected texually in’ the sequence of’ I‘—‘chz'ng(Book of Changes)to I-chuan(commentary
on changes)—possibly included among the ‘ten wings’, appe'-ndices to the T—ching.”
But he did not explore it nor touch on it further in the rest of his: book.

Because of this weakness, I would say that Levenson fails to gain the insight into
the spirit of creative Confucianism hence fails to distinguish betwéen pseudo-Confuci-
anism and real Confucianism. Consequently, in his discussion of anti-Conf{cianism and
pseudo~Confucianism, he can only describe the historical events in appearance and fails
to grasp the cause of these events. He mentions the saying of Hu-Shil: *Now that the
slaves of Confucius and Chu Hsi (a neo-Confucianist) have decréased in number, the
slaves of Marx and Kropotkin have appeared’” to siggest that “this was explaining
new departures in China by noting their accordance with traditional attitudes.”®® He
fails to see that—Hu Shih also makes the same mistake—what the “slaves ofr Confucius
and Marx” WorShip' are not the real Confucianism and Margism. The real Confuciani-
sts, and real Marx1sts, can be by no means the slaves of idolism, whether the idol is
called Confucius or Marx. Actually Levenson does not touch the crucial dlstmctzon
here ‘and fails to analyze the richness and Weakness in the two schools.

In sum, we have shown many misunderstandings of Confucianism in the West.
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In my opinion, these defects should be revealed and corrected as soon as possible, not
only for the mutual benefit of East and West, but also for :the sake of developing a

satisfactory hummanist movement today.
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“The Examination of Wu Mei-tsun’s Association with Friends.”
Wang Chien-3heng

This research deals mostly with the examinations of the life and accomplishment
of the friends with which Wu Mei~tsun, the foremost poet in the late Ming and early
Ch’ing Dynasty, associated and the relationships among them. These friends of his,
include litterateurs, artists, and Buddhist priests, are all &istinguishedfigures. From
the examinations, Wu Mei-tsun’s achievement and position in art and literature could
be established firmly. Besides, we can not only have an insight into the activities in
art and literature at that time, but also realize the pain and pressure the litterateurs
and artists felt under the reign of Ch’ing emperors.
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“A Suthmary to The Ten Explanations and the Twelve Biographic Sketches of
Emperors of the Historical Records.”’

D LTI LTI TOT PO Wu FWu-—Juh sersseenenet.

"The Historical Records is a general history narrating the livelihood of the Chinese
race in ancient times. The Twelve Biographic Sketches of Emperors and the Ten
Explanations discuss all the emperors and events respectively during then, which
are the main points of the béok and the extracts to which the redder should pay much
‘attention. Now that I'd like by selecting some of the outstioning statements remarked
by sgn-ior scholars, toghther with my personal discoveries, fo relate chapter by chapter
- their purposes and contents, their value {in literature, 'and the essential methods of
studying them for the reference of the reader.
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A Study on the Literary Works" and Poet1c Theory of Chen Tze-ang (ﬁ%m)
Hsieh Shun‘-hsiqng
- (lAbstl:‘act_).‘

Chen Tze-ang was a key figure in the literéry development of the Tang Dyhasty '
In the early period of the Tang,Dynasty (ﬁqfﬂ), the hterary characteristics of super-—
ficiality and enforced charm mhented from the Six Dynashes(;‘\'ﬁﬂ) were first criticized
by We1 Zheng (@E%([) and others. Agam under the influence of a new poetic expres-
sion created by Wang Chi CEED) and four other I1terary masters of the early penod
of the Tang :Dynasty Wang Po (E%¥)) Yang Jiong (&), Lu Chao—hng (BB, and
Lo Ping-wang’ (B¥EF), the literary trend of ;the .time was gradually transformed
and appeared to be veering toward a new direction different from the literary vogue
of artificialty, enforced charm and decadence which was so much a part of the literary
tradition especially of the Liang (#) and Chen (B) Dynasty.. However, it was through.
the literary reform campaign launched by Chen V"I‘ze—-ang that the literary trend of the
early period of the Tang Dynasty took on a new characteristic. Cembining both theory.
and practice as his approach, "Chen proposed a well founded and feasible literary
thoefy for literary creativity of the time. Under the pretext of “the revival of the
tradition”, he practiced his innovative reform. In addition, through his delicate use
of imagery and life experience in his poems, he set an example for a healthy and
simple style in the poetry of the time. His style and works reflected truly his litera_,ry
commitment, and attracted a large number of followers., On the foundation established
by Chen Tze-ang, the great writers such alei Pai (Z=1) , TuFu (&%), Han Yu (&
&) , and Liu Zhong-yuang (#15=75) , could flourish and blossom into one of the most
magnificient period of 11terary creativity in the history of the Chinese literature.

Unfortunately, critics in the later years were not able to recognize Chen s
significance in the l;tera:y development of the early period of the Tang Dynasty.
This paper critically examines and evaluates his literary works with an emphasis on
their origins, aims and impact, in the hope that Chen’s creativity will be further
appreciated and his place in fhe' history of the Chinese literature will be affirn_ied._ '
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